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[bookmark: titletop]TO AMEND SECTION 27‑40‑210, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO GENERAL DEFINITIONS FOR THE RESIDENTIAL LANDLORD AND TENANT ACT, SO AS TO DEFINE THE TERM PROTECTED TENANT; AND BY ADDING SECTION 27‑40‑460 SO AS TO ALLOW A PROTECTED TENANT TO TERMINATE A RENTAL AGREEMENT UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, TO ESTABLISH RENTAL FEES FOR WHICH THE PROTECTED TENANT IS RESPONSIBLE AFTER THE TERMINATION OF A RENTAL AGREEMENT, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE RENTAL AGREEMENT MUST CONTINUE TO ANY REMAINING TENANTS RESIDING IN THE DWELLING UNIT. 
[bookmark: titleend]
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION	1.	Section 27‑40‑210 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding an appropriately numbered item to read: 

	“( )	‘protected tenant’ means a person entitled under a rental agreement to occupy a dwelling unit to the exclusion of others who holds a valid order of protection or restraining order against another person.”

SECTION	2.	Article 3, Chapter 40, Title 27 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding: 

	“Section 27‑40‑460.	(A)	A protected tenant may terminate his rental agreement for a dwelling unit by providing the landlord with a written notice of termination at least thirty days before the termination date specified in the notice. The notice to the landlord must be accompanied by a: 
		(1)	copy of a valid order of protection issued by a court pursuant to Section 16‑3‑1910 or 16‑3‑1920; 
		(2)	valid restraining order issued pursuant to Section 16‑3‑1750 that restrains a person from contact with a protected tenant; or 
		(3)	valid order of protection issued by the family court or a magistrate in this State pursuant to Article 1, Chapter 4, Title 20. 
	(B)	Upon termination of a rental agreement under this section, the tenant who is released from the rental agreement is liable for the rent due under the rental agreement prorated to the effective date of the termination and payable at the time that would have been required by the terms of the rental agreement. The tenant is not liable for other rent or fees due only to the early termination of the tenancy. If a tenant terminates the rental agreement fourteen days or more before occupancy, the tenant is not subject to any damages or penalties.
	(C)	Notwithstanding the release of a protected tenant from a rental agreement or the exclusion of a perpetrator of domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking by court order, if there are remaining tenants residing in the dwelling unit, the tenancy must continue for those tenants. The perpetrator who has been excluded from the dwelling unit under court order remains liable under the lease with any other tenant of the dwelling unit for rent or damages to the dwelling unit.
	(D)	The provisions of this section may not be waived or modified by agreement of the parties.”

SECTION	3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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