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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop][bookmark: titleend]TO DESIGNATE OCTOBER 7, 2020, AS THE ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AAA SCHOOL SAFETY PATROL PROGRAM IN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, AND TO RECOGNIZE THE ANNIVERSARY IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE ANNUAL “WALK OR BICYCLE WITH YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL DAY”.

Whereas, the American Automobile Association (AAA) is celebrating the one hundredth anniversary of its AAA School Safety Patrol Program; and  

Whereas, the AAA School Safety Patrol Program enlists the assistance of select students who volunteer to help younger students as they cross the street on their way to and from school and who help to protect their fellow classmates against traffic hazards; and 

Whereas, the concept of school safety patrollers began in 1920, when Charles M. Hayes pledged support for protecting school‑aged children after witnessing a terrible car crash; and

Whereas, school zone safety continues to be critically important to student pedestrians and bicyclists traveling to and from school in urban and rural areas of South Carolina; and

Whereas, inattentive or distracted motorists pose a significant danger to students at school zone street crossings; and

Whereas, AAA School Safety Patrols play an important role in helping young pedestrians and bicyclists learn and fulfill responsibilities regarding traffic safety; and

Whereas, the program is now one hundred years strong and continues to have a positive impact on schools, students, and communities; and

Whereas, millions of boys and girls in the United States have honorably served their classmates since the program began; and

Whereas, the AAA School Safety Patrol program is currently the largest school‑based safety program in the world with more than six hundred seventy‑nine thousand patrollers in thirty‑five thousand schools across North America and thirty countries, providing a safer environment for child pedestrians and offering a spectrum of educational opportunities for schoolchildren; and

Whereas, the School Safety Patrol program embodies AAA’s mission of providing safety and security to the motoring public; and

Whereas, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should recognize the AAA School Safety Patrol Program and those outstanding students who have dedicated themselves to improving safety in their respective schools and communities. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the South Carolina General Assembly, by this resolution, designate October 7, 2020, as the one hundredth anniversary of the AAA School Safety Patrol Program in the State of South Carolina, and recognize the anniversary in conjunction with the annual “Walk or Bicycle with Your Child to School Day”.
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