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[bookmark: billhead][bookmark: whattype]A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

[bookmark: titletop]TO EXPRESS THE STRONG BELIEF OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT THE RUSSIAN INVASION OF UKRAINE MUST END, AND TO EXPRESS SUPPORT FOR THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT OF UKRAINE IN FIGHTING THE RUSSIAN INVASION AND MAINTAINING ITS INDEPENDENCE.
[bookmark: titleend]
Whereas, on February 24, 2022, after months of the buildup of Russian troops near the Ukrainian border, Russian forces bombed cities including Kharkiv and Kyiv and entered Ukraine from the northern, eastern, and southern borders; and

Whereas, the Russian attacks have continued, both day and night, since February 24, causing tremendous destruction to life and property of the people of Ukraine; and

Whereas, South Carolinians have long dedicated themselves to the propositions of democracy and sovereignty, memorializing this notion in Section 1, Article 1 of the Constitution of South Carolina, 1895, “[a]ll political power is vested in and derived from the people only”; and

Whereas, South Carolina joins NATO and a growing list of countries offering support and standing with the people of Ukraine and its legitimate, democratically elected president, parliament, and government; and

Whereas, South Carolina desires protections for the lives of our brothers and sisters of democracy abroad.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly, by this resolution, call for an end of the attack of Ukrainian sovereignty and territory by Russian forces.

Be it further resolved that that South Carolina General Assembly in order to end the attack on Ukraine:

	(1)	joins NATO in condemning the attack on Ukraine as unjustified and unprovoked, and calling on Russia to immediately cease its military action and withdraw all its forces from in and around Ukraine;

	(2)	supports financial sanctions against Vladimir Putin specifically and the people of Russia;

	(3)	endorses the bar of Russian planes from entering European Union and Canadian airspace; 

	(4)	encourages the provision of weapons by the United States and other countries to the armed forces of Ukraine; and

	(5)	supports the initiatives of citizens across the country in demonstrating support for the people and government of Ukraine through activism, charitable giving, and other manners of support.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to President Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr.
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