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[bookmark: titletop]TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES UPON THE PASSING OF GASPER LOREN “REN” TOOLE III OF AIKEN, TO CELEBRATE HIS LIFE, AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HIS FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.
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Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives were deeply saddened by the passing of Gasper Loren “Ren” Toole III of Aiken on January 13, 2021, at the venerable age of ninety‑five; and

Whereas, a lifelong resident of Aiken, Ren Toole was the son of Frampton Wyman Toole, Sr., and Lillian Winifred Jones Toole; and 

Whereas, this patriotic American served on the USS Megrez during World War II and retired from the U.S. Navy Reserve as a commander. He graduated from the University of South Carolina School of Law and went on to become a partner for more than fifty years in the Toole and Toole law firm, the second oldest firm in Aiken County; and

Whereas, over the course of his career, he handled uncounted real estate closings, many for the homes of new arrivals and others for homes purchased when the Savannah River Plant began operations in the 1950s. He then expanded through the 1980s. He also handled the legal work precedent to the construction of Aiken Mall. The depth of his knowledge of real estate law was extraordinary; and

Whereas, Ren believed strongly in service to one’s community and lived out his convictions through membership in a number of organizations. He was one of the founding members of Security Federal Corporation and served on its board for sixty years. He was a member of the Aiken County Higher Education Commission (University of South Carolina Aiken), serving as chairman from 1986 until 2002; a founding trustee of Mead Hall Episcopal School; and member of the board at Aiken Technical College. Ren was also a member of the Outing Club and Aiken Businessmen’s Club; and

Whereas, as a man of faith, he served actively at St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church, where he loved working on the St. Mary Finance Committee; and

Whereas, Ren and his wife, Doris, enjoyed traveling throughout the world visiting all five continents with the University of South Carolina travel group. He loved walking in the woods with Wade Brodie and loved his corgis; and

Whereas, a keen observer of people and his surroundings, Ren possessed a very clever sense of humor and had few equals in the art of telling a tale. He also kept up with current events and financial news all his life; and

Whereas, preceded in death by his first wife, Mary Durban Toole, and a son, Robert Ransey Toole, he leaves to cherish his memory his present wife, Maria Doris Stanbrough Toole; his daughter, Mary Diane (Charlie) Miller; his son, Gasper Loren (Ellen) Toole IV; his stepdaughter, Dr. Tanya Marie Morgan (Keith) Wroblewski; his stepson, John Kenneth Morgan; his grandchildren, Jessica Miller, Mary Taylor Miller‑Sullivan, Brooke Miller, Sydney Toole, and Phoebe Toole; Mairin, Clare, William, and Eowyn Wroblewski; a sister, Sara T. Beeland; and a daughter‑in‑law, Lisa Toole. He will be greatly missed.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, express their profound sorrow upon the passing of Gasper Loren “Ren” Toole III of Aiken, celebrate his life, and extend the deepest sympathy to his family and many friends.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Mrs. Maria Doris Stanbrough Toole for the family.
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