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A bill

to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by adding Section 20‑3‑15 so as to ALLOW FOR THE CORROBORATION OF EVIDENCE IN CERTAIN DIVORCE ACTIONS THROUGH AFFIDAVITS.

[bookmark: ew_fd7990a5f]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_71dbd22de][bookmark: dl_f934185a5]SECTION 1.	Article 1, Chapter 3, Title 20 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T20C3N15_8dcc68e49]	Section 20‑3‑15.	A party may provide corroborating evidence by affidavit in support of a divorce on the grounds set forth in Section 20‑3‑10(5), where (i) the parties have resolved all issues, (ii) there are no issues other than the grounds of the divorce itself to be adjudicated, or (iii) the adverse party has been personally served with the complaint and has failed to file a responsive pleading or to make an appearance as required by law. The court may accept an affidavit from a witness setting forth facts sufficient to corroborate the grounds for divorce. The affidavit must include all facts necessary for the court to make all necessary findings of fact to conclude that a divorce should be granted.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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