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A bill

to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by amending Section 23-3-540, relating to Electronic monitoring; reporting damage to or removing monitoring devices, and associated penalties, so as to delete the provision prohibiting persons required to register as sex offenders for committing criminal sexual conduct with a minor in the first or third degree from petitioning the court to be released from the electronic monitoring requirement.

[bookmark: ew_ca9f912cd]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_a18d4676f][bookmark: dl_d1513b66b]SECTION 1.	Section 23-3-540(H) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T23C3N540_c425e731f][bookmark: ss_T23C3N540SH_lv1_f9f5906c4]	(H) The person shall be monitored by the Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services with an active electronic monitoring device for the duration of the time the person is required to remain on the sex offender registry pursuant to the provisions of this article, unless the person is committed to the custody of the State. Ten years from the date the person begins to be electronically monitored, the person may petition the chief administrative judge of the general sessions court for the county in which the person was ordered to be electronically monitored for an order to be released from the electronic monitoring requirements of this section. The person shall serve a copy of the petition upon the solicitor of the circuit and the Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services. The court must hold a hearing before ordering the person to be released from the electronic monitoring requirements of this section, unless the court denies the petition because the person is not eligible for release or based on other procedural grounds. The solicitor of the circuit, the Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services, and any victims, as defined in Article 15, Chapter 3, Title 16, must be notified of any hearing pursuant to this subsection and must be given an opportunity to testify or submit affidavits in response to the petition. If the court finds that there is clear and convincing evidence that the person has complied with the terms and conditions of the electronic monitoring and that there is no longer a need to electronically monitor the person, then the court may order the person to be released from the electronic monitoring requirements of this section. If the court denies the petition or refuses to grant the order, then the person may refile a new petition every five years from the date the court denies the petition or refuses to grant the order. A person may not petition the court if the person is required to register pursuant to this article for committing criminal sexual conduct with a minor in the first degree, pursuant to Section 16-3-655(A)(1), or criminal sexual conduct with a minor in the third degree, pursuant to Section 16-3-655(C).

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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