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A bill

to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by amending Section 24‑1‑290, relating to Employment of inmates through the prison industries program, so as to delete references to the Department of Commerce and to require the department of corrections to maintain a copy of any filed objections.

[bookmark: ew_2b0c6e205]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_f441da4ac][bookmark: dl_0edc39b30]SECTION 1.	Section 24‑1‑290 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T24C1N290_2a93b1287][bookmark: ss_T24C1N290SA_lv1_b4d17d593]	Section 24‑1‑290.	(A) The Department of Corrections, in conjunction with the Department of Commerce, shall develop and maintain a marketing plan to attract private sector service businesses for the employment of inmates through the prison industries program.
[bookmark: ss_T24C1N290SB_lv1_8e9fb1b99]	(B) Prior to entering into new contracts and renewals of existing contracts with private sector service entities that want to hire inmates through the prison industries program, the Department of Corrections must provide public notice of its intention to establish or continue a prison‑based industry at a particular facility and receive certification by the Department of Commerce that an unfair competitive wage disadvantage to the local economy is not created by each new contract for prison labor.
[bookmark: ss_T24C1N290S1_lv2_e21d195b3]		(1) The public notice required in this subsection must be forwarded to a newspaper of general circulation in the county where the prison‑based industry is or will be located, with a request that it be published at least once a week for two consecutive weeks. The notice must include a description of the work to be performed, the intent to contract for inmate labor, and provide that objections to the proposed hiring of prison labor may be filed with the Department of Commerce within thirty days of the last date that the notice appears.
[bookmark: ss_T24C1N290Sa_lv3_4c50d844b]			(a) The Department of Commerce  Corrections must maintain a copy of any objections filed for a period of three years from the date that the objections were received.
[bookmark: ss_T24C1N290Sb_lv3_40bf1b369]			(b) Advertising costs associated with the publication of notice must be borne by the entity seeking to contract for prison labor.
[bookmark: ss_T24C1N290S2_lv2_c54a5a733]		(2) The certification required by this subsection must be based upon objections to the establishment of a prison‑industry program provided for in item (1).
[bookmark: ss_T24C1N290SC_lv1_cce6a4bae]	(C) No contract may be negotiated or executed prior to forty days after the last date that the notice required by subsection (A) appears. New contracts and renewals of existing contracts between private sector entities and the Department of Corrections must be negotiated in accordance with procedures established jointly by the Department of Commerce and the Department of Corrections. The procedures must be drafted to ensure fairness and consistency in establishing contracts with private sector entities seeking to establish or continue prison‑based operations whenever the wage to be paid is less than the federally established minimum wage.
[bookmark: ss_T24C1N290SD_lv1_98d878982]	(D) The marketing plan and the procedures for negotiating new contracts and contract renewals must be submitted to and approved by the Department of Administration prior to implementation. The Department of Corrections shall annually submit an audit report of the program to the Senate Corrections and Penology Committee and the House Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee. The provisions of the section may not be construed to apply to traditional prison industries as authorized in Section 24‑3‑320.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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