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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 44‑34‑20, RELATING TO THE OPERATION OF TATTOO FACILITIES, SO AS TO ELIMINATE CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 44‑34‑100, RELATING TO UNLAWFUL TATTOOING, SO AS TO ELIMINATE CERTAIN PROHIBITIONS; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 44‑34‑110, RELATING TO THE PROHIBITION OF LICENSING TATTOO FACILITIES WITHIN A CERTAIN PROXIMITY TO CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, OR PLAYGROUNDS, SO AS TO ALLOW ISSUANCE OF A LICENSE WITH THE EXPRESS APPROVAL OF ANY SUCH CHURCH, SCHOOL, OR PLAYGROUND.

[bookmark: ew_726f92507]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_558bf5041][bookmark: dl_1f4a32262]SECTION 1.	Section 44‑34‑20(C) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T44C34N20_1929abaf5][bookmark: ss_T44C34N20SC_lv1_b0fa26b7d]	(C) A tattoo facility may only provide tattooing and may not engage in any other retail business including, but not limited to, the sale of goods or performing any form of body piercing other than tattooing.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_cbbc8de3a][bookmark: dl_c99cf62b3]SECTION 2.	Section 44‑34‑100 (E), (F), and (G) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T44C34N100_a906fea82][bookmark: ss_T44C34N100SE_lv1_e28b3ba63]	(E) It is unlawful for a tattoo artist to tattoo any part of the head, face, or neck of another person.
[bookmark: ss_T44C34N100SF_lv1_d13306891]	(F) A person who violates a provision of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined up to two thousand five hundred dollars or imprisoned up to one year, or both.
[bookmark: ss_T44C34N100SG_lv1_63fa22486]	(GF) All licensing fees and monetary penalties collected must be remitted to the Department of Health and Environmental Control in a separate and distinct account to be used solely to carry out and enforce the provisions of this chapter.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_f938cbfd0][bookmark: dl_d42d2ec4a]SECTION 3.	Section 44‑34‑110 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T44C34N110_3f0e1eae9][bookmark: ss_T44C34N110SD_lv1_c51d70c80][bookmark: ss_T44C34N110S1_lv2_2bb66ed92]	(D)(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (A), the department may issue a license so long as any church, school, or playground located within the parameters affirmatively states that it does not object to the issuance of a license.
[bookmark: ss_T44C34N110S2_lv2_8fde0b79a][bookmark: ss_T44C34N110Sa_lv3_ee499ca1b]		(2)(a) Any applicant seeking to utilize the provisions of this subsection must provide a statement declaring the church, playground, or school does not object to the issuance of the specific license sought, as follows:
[bookmark: ss_T44C34N110Si_lv4_ff88585ce]				(i) if a church, from the decision‑making body of the local church;
[bookmark: ss_T44C34N110Sii_lv4_954a0e402]				(ii) if a playground, from the decision‑making body of the owner of the playground;
[bookmark: ss_T44C34N110Siii_lv4_5275f2b89]				(iii) if a school, from the local school district board of trustees of the local public school, governing board of the charter school, or governing authority of the private school.
[bookmark: ss_T44C34N110Sb_lv3_d8d38659c]			(b) If more than one church, school, or playground is located within the parameters set forth in subsection (A), the applicant must provide the statement from all churches, schools, or playgrounds.
[bookmark: ss_T44C34N110Sc_lv3_bb72792c8]			(c) At the time of any renewal period for the specific license, a school, from the local school district board of trustees of the local public school, governing board of the charter school, or governing authority of the private school, may withdraw its statement declaring it does not object to the issuance of the specific license sought by notifying the department of its withdrawal.
[bookmark: ss_T44C34N110S3_lv2_eb031fd11]		(3) The department may promulgate regulations necessary to implement the provisions of this subsection.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 4.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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