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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 28‑2‑520 SO AS TO REQUIRE A CONDEMNOR TO UTILIZE PROPERTY OBTAINED BY EMINENT DOMAIN TO BE USED FOR THE PUBLIC PURPOSE IDENTIFIED AS THE REASON FOR THE USE OF EMINENT DOMAIN; TO REQUIRE AN ANNUAL INDEPENDENT AUDIT TO DETERMINE IF EACH PROPERTY OBTAINED BY EMINENT DOMAIN IS UTILIZED FOR THE SPECIFIED PUBLIC PURPOSE; TO REQUIRE A CONDEMNOR THAT NO LONGER UTILIZES PROPERTY FOR THE PUBLIC PURPOSE IDENTIFIED AS THE REASON FOR THE USE OF EMINENT DOMAIN WITHIN TEN YEARS AFTER OBTAINING THE PROPERTY TO GIVE THE PREVIOUS LANDOWNER THE OPTION TO PURCHASE THE PROPERTY; AND TO ESTABLISH RELATED REQUIREMENTS.

[bookmark: ew_bc5db5914]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_ff43db5da][bookmark: dl_8a6b095d3]SECTION 1.	Article 4, Chapter 2, Title 28 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T28C2N520_14ef1a1ce][bookmark: up_d520acccd]	Section 28‑2‑520.	(A) Property obtained by eminent domain must continue to be utilized for the public purpose identified by the condemnor as the reason for the use of eminent domain. A condemnor that obtains property pursuant to eminent domain must have an annual audit conducted by an independent audit firm to determine if each property obtained by the condemnor through eminent domain is utilized for the public purpose for which the property was obtained.
[bookmark: ss_T28C2N520SB_lv1_d2b96656c][bookmark: ss_T28C2N520S1_lv2_bd8fee371]	(B)(1) If a condemnor no longer utilizes property for the public purpose identified as the reason for the use of eminent domain, as determined by either the condemnor or the annual audit described in subsection (A), within ten years from the date the condemnor obtained the property, the previous landowner must be given the option to purchase the property from the condemnor for the price which the condemnor paid the previous landowner for the property. If the previous landowner is deceased, this option must be given to his heirs.
[bookmark: ss_T28C2N520S2_lv2_70e820c7f]		(2) Within ninety days of identifying that the property is not used for the public purpose identified as the reason for the use of eminent domain, the condemnor must notify the previous landowner by first‑class certified mail with return receipt requested, of the landowner’s option to purchase the property as described in item (1). The previous landowner has one‑hundred twenty days after receipt of the notice to respond to the condemnor. If the previous landowner fails to respond within one‑hundred twenty days, the option to purchase is considered rejected.
[bookmark: ss_T28C2N520SC_lv1_1d5d3f106]	(C) This section applies to property obtained through a condemnation action, and includes an agreement between the condemnor and the landowner to resolve an eminent domain claim before the filing of a condemnation action.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑


	2	
