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A house RESOLUTION

To recognize the Charleston Amateur Radio Society and to wish them a successful American Radio Relay League Field Day.

[bookmark: wa_e594ecb2b]Whereas, the Amateur Radio Service, often called ham radio, has been around for a century. It has grown to a worldwide community of licensed operators using the airwaves with every conceivable means of communication technology. Enthusiasts range from school kids to grandparents who all enjoy being able to transmit voice, data, and pictures through the air to unusual places, both near and far, without depending on commercial systems. The Charleston Amateur Radio Society is one of many groups of such enthusiasts; and

[bookmark: wa_75580e4b9]Whereas, the Charleston Amateur Radio Society maintains several area voice repeaters, operate the WA4USN club station, assist with the communication needs of local events, and sponsor the DuBose Middle School Amateur Radio Club. The club has about one hundred and seventy members; and

[bookmark: wa_a4c3968f6]Whereas, one of the most exciting times of the year for the club is the American Radio Relay League Field Day weekend. This event is the single most popular on-the-air event held annually in the United States and Canada. Held on the fourth weekend of June each year, this year on June 22 and 23, thousands of radio amateurs gather with their clubs to operate from remote locations. The event has been held annually since 1933, except during World War II; and

[bookmark: wa_497ad4e96]Whereas, participants in the event seek to contact as many other stations as possible. However, it is not just a contest, but also a picnic, a campout, and a chance to practice operating skills and to test readiness in providing emergency communications should the public infrastructure fail. Additionally, the event aims to increase public awareness of ham radio and to recruit new amateur radio operators; and

[bookmark: wa_5633abafc]Whereas, the Charleston Amateur Radio Society will be participating in the American Radio Relay League Field Day event from the USS Yorktown at Patriots Point. The South Carolina House of Representatives appreciates the passion of these amateur radio operators and are thankful for the services they provide to their community. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize the Charleston Amateur Radio Society and wish them a successful American Radio Relay League Field Day.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to 2024 Charleston Amateur Radio Society Field Day Captain Steven Saef.
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