


South Carolina General Assembly
125th Session, 2023-2024

H. 5594

STATUS INFORMATION

House Resolution
Sponsors: Reps. Forrest, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Blackwell, Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter, Caskey, Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, Connell, B.J. Cox, B.L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson, Felder, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Henegan, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, Hosey, Howard, Hyde, Jefferson, J.E. Johnson, J.L. Johnson, S. Jones, W. Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Leber, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Magnuson, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGinnis, Mitchell, J. Moore, T. Moore, A.M. Morgan, T.A. Morgan, Moss, Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, O'Neal, Oremus, Ott, Pace, Pedalino, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sandifer, Schuessler, Sessions, G.M. Smith, M.M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis, Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Vaughan, Weeks, West, Wetmore, Wheeler, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow
Document Path: LC-0468HDB-RM24.docx

Introduced in the House on June 26, 2024
Adopted by the House on June 26, 2024

Summary: Linda Martell, trailblazing country singer


HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

	Date	Body	Action Description with journal page number	
	6/26/2024	House	Introduced and adopted
 

View the latest  legislative information  at the website


VERSIONS OF THIS BILL

06/26/2024












A house RESOLUTION

TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR ONE OF THE PALMETTO STATE’S FINEST NATIVE DAUGHTERS, COUNTRY MUSIC TRAILBLAZER LINDA MARTELL, AND TO CONGRATULATE HER ON HER RECENT EIGHTY-THIRD BIRTHDAY.

[bookmark: wa_8c60e96a1][bookmark: open_doc_here]Whereas, a pioneering force hailed as the unsung hero of her genre, Linda Martell was the first commercially successful Black female artist in country music. In 1969, Martell had the highest peaking single by a Black female country artist on the Billboard Hot Country Singles chart in the history of the genre. This record, set by Martell’s “Color Him Father,” #22 on the 1969 chart, held until Beyoncé’s “Texas Hold ’Em” debuted at #1 in February 2024. Notably, Martell was also the first Black woman to play the Grand Ole Opry stage; and

[bookmark: wa_3d3eb163d]Whereas, from humble beginnings in her home state of South Carolina, Martell began performing with her family before being discovered as a solo act at Charleston Air Force Base. She moved to Nashville in 1969 and released her Top 25 charting debut single the same year, which preceded her first and only album, Color Me Country. The album climbed to the Top 40 on the Billboard Top Country Album chart, featured three charting singles, and received this praise from Billboard for authenticity: “Linda impresses as a female Charley Pride. She has a terrific style and a true feeling for a country lyric.” The album earned bookings for Martell on Hee Haw and package shows with Waylon Jennings and Hank Snow, as well as the first of twelve appearances on the Grand Ole Opry; and

[bookmark: wa_fd9f66533]Whereas, in the 1970s, Martell blazed trails many never thought achievable, trails that continue to impact and shape the country genre today. In 2021, CMT recognized Martell with the Equal Play Award for her ground‑breaking strides. Her efforts, however, have gone mostly unrecognized by the mainstream country music industry to this day. Strong courage in her field is Linda Martell’s legacy; and

[bookmark: wa_0f5346f1f]Whereas, other Black country artists continue to carry her torch, including Rissi Palmer, who became the host of the Apple Music show she named “Color Me Country” after Martell’s renowned album. Rissi has used her platform to elevate Black female voices striving for equality in the genre. Recent acknowledgment of the impact of Martell’s legacy has come from modern artists like Maren Morris, who in 2020 recognized Martell in an Academy of Country Music award acceptance speech for Female Vocalist of the Year. In addition, Beyoncé recently featured Martell on a spoken‑word track titled “The Linda Martell Show” on her eighth studio album. This album, Cowboy Carter, further legitimized Linda Martell as the pioneer she is, and it will ensure that her music, story, and legacy are remembered always; and

[bookmark: wa_ae7d15a02]Whereas, appreciatively, the House takes great pleasure in celebrating the achievements of the legendary Linda Martell, one of South Carolina’s own. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize and honor one of the Palmetto State’s finest native daughters, country music trailblazer Linda Martell, and congratulate her on her recent eighty‑third birthday.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Linda Martell.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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