










A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING CHAPTER 159 TO TITLE 59 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE ADAPTIVE KINDERGARTEN READINESS PROGRAM IN THE STATE; TO CREATE RELEVANT DEFINITIONS FOR THE ADAPTIVE KINDERGARTEN READINESS PROGRAM; TO ESTABLISH GOALS FOR THE PROGRAM AND ESTABLISH SELECTION STANDARDS FOR SELECTION OF A PROVIDER; TO ENSURE THE AVAILABILITY OF THE PROGRAM; TO ESTABLISH ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES FOR RECRUITMENT PLANS FOR THE PROGRAM; AND TO REQUIRE AN ANNUAL REPORT ON THE PROGRAM AND REQUIRE CERTAIN INFORMATION BE INCLUDED.

[bookmark: ew_3bab5adfe]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_0aed2fbd0][bookmark: dl_0b0451164]SECTION 1.	Title 59 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_dddd0a098]CHAPTER 159

[bookmark: up_261b557ff]Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program

[bookmark: ns_T59C159N10_8604675d9][bookmark: ss_T59C159N10SA_lv1_5b4b6ede3]	Section 59‑159‑10.	(A) The purpose of this act is to promote early childhood literacy and increase kindergarten readiness among children in the State of South Carolina by establishing a framework for offering innovative, evidence‑based early literacy support.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N10SB_lv1_769ade447]	(B) The General Assembly hereby finds that:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N10S1_lv2_dc49e509c]		(1) High‑quality early childhood literacy programs can significantly improve a child’s readiness for kindergarten and academic success.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N10S2_lv2_e09ec2193]		(2) Many children in South Carolina lack access to affordable and effective early literacy services.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N10S3_lv2_6df5a2d7f]		(3) By contracting with innovative, early literacy providers, the State can expand access to these services and improve kindergarten readiness for children in South Carolina.

[bookmark: ns_T59C159N20_c2560ced8][bookmark: ss_T59C159N20SA_lv1_2e80333f2]	Section 59‑159‑20.	(A) As used in this chapter:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N20S1_lv2_af34649ac]		(1) “Contractor” means the educational technology provider selected by the State Department of Education.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N20S2_lv2_a267dba84]		(2) “Department” means the State Department of Education.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N20S3_lv2_682821752]		(3) “Preschool Child” means a child who is:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N20Sa_lv3_a821bbbb2]			(a) four or five years old; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N20Sb_lv3_6ab451b05]			(b) not yet enrolled in kindergarten.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N20S4_lv2_80d4e8004]		(4) “Childcare Center” means a childcare program that is defined in Section 63‑13‑20.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N20S5_lv2_ad95fd4bc]		(5) “Home‑based” means an educational program provided to children in a home setting, including, but not limited to, home‑based childcare, preschool, or other early childhood education programs conducted in a residential setting.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N20S6_lv2_d01c73c67]		(6) “Center‑based” means an educational program provided to children in a Childcare Center.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N20S7_lv2_87b478f25]		(7) “Preschool Provider” means:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N20Sa_lv3_2eac5c8f1]			(a) programs defined in Section 59‑152‑25; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N20Sb_lv3_0d4974ff0]			(b) early Childhood Development Initiatives established by Section 59‑139‑10.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N20S8_lv2_ed920b61c]		(8) “Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program” means the statewide program created in this section that uses a home‑based or center‑based educational technology program and parent engagement to develop school readiness skills of preschool children.

[bookmark: ns_T59C159N30_e05fd5d98][bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SA_lv1_8f1062dda]	Section 59‑159‑30.	(A) The Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program, a program available statewide that uses a home‑based or center‑based educational technology program and family engagement to develop school readiness skills of preschool children, is established within the public education system.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SB_lv1_39202c450]	(B) The Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program is created to:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S1_lv2_dabafc89b]		(1) provide preschool children in the State access to a home‑based or center‑based educational technology program with strong parental and family involvement;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S2_lv2_ea7f0f4ea]		(2) develop the school readiness of preschool children in the State; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S3_lv2_aac25a7cf]		(3) deliver age‑appropriate preparation in reading, math, and science to preschool children in the State.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SC_lv1_48f47504b]	(C) The department shall select an educational technology provider in accordance with the State procurement code.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SD_lv1_3b8b9ea91]	(D) Every three years, the department shall competitively select an education technology provider that meets the requirements described in this section.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SE_lv1_4c0037e1b]	(E) The department shall ensure that any contractor engaged to carry out and educational technology program for preschool children has:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S1_lv2_5de16e1c0]		(1) at least three years of experience in implementing a home‑based or center‑based educational technology program for preschool children; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S2_lv2_855656be5]		(2) a demonstrated plan for a randomized controlled trial and other external evaluations that support the efficacy of the educational technology program for preschool children and for submission of the results of those evaluations to the State Department of Education.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SF_lv1_55e82f9df]	(F) The contractor shall provide individualized software instruction for preschool children in a home‑based or center‑based environment.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SG_lv1_318bd91e5]	(G) The contractor shall:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S1_lv2_fac166b47]		(1) provide technical support to families or childcare centers for the installation and operation of the instructional software; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S2_lv2_d300c5b3d]		(2) provide for the installation of a computer, a tablet, or other electronic or peripheral equipment, and internet access:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30Sa_lv3_a1f3aedfb]			(a) in homes of participants whose household income levels do not exceed four hundred percent of federal poverty level; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30Sb_lv3_d9bb12052]			(b) for participating private preschool providers, including residential certificate providers, based upon need.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SH_lv1_f6c49e089]	(H) The contractor shall have the capability of:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S1_lv2_2d04647f0]		(1) communicating with parents or center‑based staff;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S2_lv2_2345d8702]		(2) updating the instructional software;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S3_lv2_6dafb4f89]		(3) validating user access;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S4_lv2_6e637d6f9]		(4) collecting usage data;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S5_lv2_bc0062a8e]		(5) storing research data; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S6_lv2_cd0a79b74]		(6) producing reports for parents, schools, and the Legislature.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SI_lv3_49900de99]	(I) The program shall include the following components:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S1_lv2_d2b349f7e]		(1) individualized software instruction in reading, mathematics, and science that:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30Sa_lv3_f31d661b2]			(a) aligns with the South Carolina Early Learning Standards for preschool;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30Sb_lv3_51b2797f0]			(b) aligns with the Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework implemented in accordance with the Head Start Act, 42 U.S.C. Section 9801, et seq;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30Sc_lv3_c01aab54e]			(c) the Council of Administrators of Special Education endorsements; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30Sd_lv3_cb3df3dbb]			(d) meets the United States Department of Education benchmarks for evidence‑based programs;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S2_lv2_c1650bab1]		(2) a multisensory reading tutoring program; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S3_lv2_1532be8ef]		(3) a validated adaptive reading test that does not require the presence of trained adults to administer and is an accurate indicator of reading readiness of children who cannot read.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SJ_lv1_b9a31e4ca]	(J) The contractor shall:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S1_lv2_9cbc8ccff]		(1) have the capability to modify, improve, and support the product; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S2_lv2_cd3cb0a2d]		(2) work to provide administrative and technical support as required in Section 59‑159‑30 for the program in cooperation with public preschool or private preschool provider personnel.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SK_lv1_9de8cbdb1]	(K) The contractor shall make the program available throughout the State, including in urban and rural areas.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SL_lv1_4b9d27dfc]	(L) In implementing the home‑based educational technology program, the contractor shall seek the advice and expertise from early childhood education professionals and stakeholders, including the department, public and private preschool providers, local school board members, teachers, and parents on issues such as:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S1_lv2_9d0290e5d]		(1) soliciting families to participate in the program;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S2_lv2_d773d6ed6]		(2) providing training to families; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30S3_lv2_eede16983]		(3) motivating families to regularly use the instructional software.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SM_lv1_e78aa95fb]	(M) The contract shall provide funding for a home‑based or center‑based educational technology program for preschool children, subject to the appropriation of money by the General Assembly for the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N30SN_lv1_92e836bfc]	(N) The department shall evaluate a proposal based upon whether the home‑based or center‑based educational technology program meets the standards specified in 59‑159‑30(I).

[bookmark: ns_T59C159N40_6fb466eec][bookmark: ss_T59C159N40SA_lv1_4ab81bc84]	Section 59‑159‑40.	(A) A school district shall ensure that the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program is available to all schools within the school district.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N40SB_lv1_356479eca]	(B) A public or private preschool provider may participate in the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program if the public or private preschool provider agrees to work in cooperation with the contractor to provide administrative and technical support for the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N40SC_lv1_0b5a63f4d]	(C) Each local school board or public or private provider participating in the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program may enter into an agreement with a contractor to:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N40S1_lv2_2b8d2f547]		(1) dictate targets for program usage and terms for failure to meet those targets;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N40S2_lv2_69c952554]		(2) determine data sharing terms; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N40S3_lv2_ab6ce7225]		(3) agree to other reasonable terms required for successful implementation.

[bookmark: ns_T59C159N50_99fd6cbf0][bookmark: ss_T59C159N50SA_lv1_655e88f6a]	Section 59‑159‑50.	(A) The contractor shall, in partnership with the department, solicit families to participate in a home‑based program through a public information campaign, outreach programs, and referrals from local school districts, and participating preschool providers.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50SB_lv1_db08ca3b1]	(B) To the extent allowed by federal and state privacy laws, the department shall:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50S1_lv2_f56cfd627]		(1) identify preschool children and families across the State who may benefit from the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50S2_lv2_92a54158a]		(2) provide information regarding the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program participation to the identified families.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50SC_lv1_3c221b25c]	(C) In a contract entered into with an educational technology provider as described in Section 59‑159‑30, the department shall require the provider to prioritize enrollment of participants based on a first come, first served basis.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50SD_lv1_31cac243d]	(D) The contractor shall annually provide participant information to the department as part of the verification process.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50SE_lv1_bf332987d]	(E) A participant may obtain a computer, a tablet, or other electronic or peripheral equipment at no cost to the participant and receive free internet service for the duration of the participant’s participation in the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program if the participant:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50S1_lv2_d059d7182]		(1) is from a household whose income is no greater than four hundred percent of the federal poverty level; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50S2_lv2_98240510e]		(2) the participant participates in the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program at home.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50SF_lv1_d9fe3c7c2]	(F) In a contract with an educational technology provider, as described in Section 59‑159‑30, the department shall determine the cost of the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program based on the following factors:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50S1_lv2_a18634840]		(1) a defined recruitment plan to solicit families to participate in the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program, including through a public information campaign and referrals that prioritize participants who:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50Sa_lv3_f508b4fd0]			(a) are eligible for childcare subsidies under the Child Care and Development Block Grant program, 42 U.S.C. Sections 9857‑9858г;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50Sb_lv3_53bda23bd]			(b) are eligible for a federally assisted meal program that provides funds to licensed childcare centers;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50Sc_lv3_54a4d5463]			(c) are from households whose income is no greater than four hundred percent of the federal poverty level; or
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50Sd_lv3_aa8fbfaea]			(d) meet other criteria based on state need as the department establishes;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50S2_lv2_33533f4d8]		(2) adaptive software;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50S3_lv2_4fc327c85]		(3) parent engagement and resources;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50S4_lv2_bd28ab087]		(4) validated assessment;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50S5_lv2_7f9e8c8a4]		(5) educational technology, including a computer, a tablet, or other electronic or peripheral equipment, and Internet for eligible participants; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50S6_lv2_161031e40]		(6) reporting for stakeholders, including parents, schools, and the Legislature.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N50SG_lv1_135cb3a4f]	(G) A preschool child only may participate in the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program funded by the General Assembly during one school year.

[bookmark: ns_T59C159N60_25f7ce6d7][bookmark: ss_T59C159N60SA_lv1_ea49d7675]	Section 59‑159‑60.	(A) The office shall make an annual report on the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program in accordance with the requirements of this section.
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N60SB_lv1_3b2668f3c]	(B) The report shall:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N60S1_lv2_f4564b4f5]		(1) address the extent to which the Adaptive Kindergarten Readiness Program is accomplishing the program’s purposes as described in Section 59‑159‑30; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N60S2_lv2_4effd52f0]		(2) include the following information:
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N60Sa_lv3_7c86fa1d4]			(a) the number of families participating in the program who receive computers, tablets, or other electronic or peripheral equipment, and Internet service;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N60Sb_lv3_4dece7744]			(b) the number of private preschool providers and public preschool providers participating in the program;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N60Sc_lv3_c4cd0c34b]			(c) the frequency of use of the instructional software;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N60Sd_lv3_bfeb2a461]			(d) obstacles encountered with software usage, hardware, or providing technical assistance to families;
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N60Se_lv3_b675c8957]			(e) student performance on entry and exit kindergarten assessments conducted by school districts and charter schools for students who participated in the home‑based educational technology program and those who did not participate in the program; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C159N60Sf_lv3_088369b86]			(f) as available, the evaluation of the program conducted pursuant to Section 59‑159‑30.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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