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(A4, R11, S126)

[bookmark: at_ab9d19f5d]AN ACT TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 30‑2‑500, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS IN THE LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONAL PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT, SO AS TO REVISE THE DEFINITON OF “PERSONAL CONTACT INFORMATION” AND TO DEFINE “DISCLOSED RECORDS”; BY AMENDING SECTION 30‑2‑510, RELATING TO THE MEANS FOR ACTIVE AND FORMER LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS TO MAKE THEIR PERSONAL CONTACT INFORMATION CONFIDENTIAL AND NOT SUBJECT TO PUBLIC DISCLOSURE, SO AS TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL MEANS FOR MAKING SUCH INFORMATION IN DISCLOSED RECORDS RESTRICTED FROM PUBLICLY AVAILABLE INTERNET WEBSITES OF STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS UPON REQUEST AND TO MAKE PROVISIONS FOR HOME ADDRESSES OR TAX MAP NUMBERS THAT CANNOT BE RESTRICTED FROM A DISCLOSED RECORD WITHIN AN INDEX OR FROM BEING DISPLAYED ON AN IMAGE OF AN OFFICIAL RECORD, TO PROVIDE SUCH INFORMATION MUST REMAIN WITHIN THE OFFICIAL RECORD HELD OR MAINTAINED BY THE STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY, AND TO ALLOW DISCLOSURE TO CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS OR ENTITIES, AMONG OTHER THINGS; BY ADDING SECTION 30‑2‑515 SO AS TO PROVIDE ACTIVE AND FORMER LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS MAY SEEK CERTAIN JUDICIAL RELIEF FOR NONCOMPLIANCE AND TO PREVENT LIABILITY FROM ACCRUING TO STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES OR AGENTS FOR CLAIMS OR DAMAGES THAT ARISE FROM PERSONAL CONTACT INFORMATION ON THE PUBLIC RECORD; BY AMENDING SECTION 30‑2‑700, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS IN THE JUDICIAL PERSONAL PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT, SO AS TO INCLUDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN THE DEFINITION OF “PERSONAL CONTACT INFORMATION” AND TO DEFINE “DISCLOSED RECORDS”; BY AMENDING SECTION 30‑2‑710, RELATING TO THE MEANS FOR ACTIVE AND FORMER JUDGES TO MAKE THEIR PERSONAL CONTACT INFORMATION CONFIDENTIAL AND NOT SUBJECT TO PUBLIC DISCLOSURE, SO AS TO PROVIDE MEANS TO RESTRICT SUCH INFORMATION IN DISCLOSED RECORDS RESTRICTED FROM PUBLICLY AVAILABLE INTERNET WEBSITES OF STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS UPON REQUEST AND TO MAKE PROVISIONS FOR HOME ADDRESSES OR TAX MAP NUMBERS THAT CANNOT BE RESTRICTED FROM A DISCLOSED RECORD WITHIN AN INDEX OR FROM BEING DISPLAYED ON AN IMAGE OF AN OFFICIAL RECORD, TO PROVIDE SUCH INFORMATION MUST REMAIN WITHIN THE OFFICIAL RECORD HELD OR MAINTAINED BY THE STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY, AND TO ALLOW DISCLOSURE TO CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS OR ENTITIES, AMONG OTHER THINGS; BY ADDING SECTION 30‑2‑715 SO AS TO PROVIDE ACTIVE AND FORMER JUDGES MAY SEEK CERTAIN JUDICIAL RELIEF FOR NONCOMPLIANCE AND TO PREVENT LIABILITY FROM ACCRUING TO STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES OR AGENTS FOR CLAIMS OR DAMAGES THAT ARISE FROM PERSONAL CONTACT INFORMATION ON THE PUBLIC RECORD; TO DELAY THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF ACT 56 OF 2023, WHICH ENACTED THE “LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONAL PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT” AND THE “JUDICIAL PERSONAL PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT,” FROM JULY 1, 2025, UNTIL JANUARY 1, 2026; AND TO DIRECT THE OFFICE OF COURT ADMINISTRATION AND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY TO COLLABORATE AND CREATE THE DESIGNATED FORM FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND JUDGES to USe to REQUEST STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES REGSTRICT PUBLIC ACCESS TO PERSONAL CONTACT INFORMATION IN DISCLOSED RECORDS, TO PROVIDE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CONTENTS OF THE FORM, AND TO PROVIDE STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES MAY PROVIDE SUPPLMENTAL FORMS TO IDENTIFY INFORMATION NEEDED BY STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES TO ADDRESS REQUESTS FROM ELIGIBLE REQUESTING PARTIES.

[bookmark: ew_8c51b8751]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Law Enforcement Personal Privacy Protection Act, definitions, restrictions, judicial relief, liability protection

[bookmark: bs_num_1_1639350b3][bookmark: dl_e94da74d2]SECTION 1.	Section 30‑2‑500 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T30C2N500_3f7b9da4c][bookmark: up_f87bb0195]	Section 30‑2‑500.	For the purposes of this article:
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N500S1_lv1_b11bfe1c0]	(1) “Personal contact information” means the home address, personal cellular telephone number, or property tax map number, if applicable, of the eligible requesting party.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N500S2_lv1_e8a43e048]	(2) “Eligible requesting party” means an active or former law enforcement officer who has filed a formal request under the provisions of this article.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N500S3_lv1_c492dd876]	(3) “Law enforcement officer” means an active or former federal, state, or local certified law enforcement officer or corrections officer.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N500S4_lv1_ccba63f8f]	(4) “Disclosed records” means records accessible by a database or an image of an official record, that are placed on a publicly available internet website maintained by or operated on behalf of a state or local government agency. Disclosed records for the purpose of this article do not include records available for purchase or through an account, by registration or subscription, from a state or local government agency.

[bookmark: dl_b7f0b519e]SECTION 30‑2‑510 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T30C2N510_207a81582][bookmark: ss_T30C2N510SA_lv1_8c486ca56]	Section 30‑2‑510.	(A) An eligible requesting party’s personal contact information in a disclosed record shall be restricted on a publicly available internet website maintained by or operated on behalf of the state or local government agency if the law enforcement officer:
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S1_lv2_a275e8e6a]		(1) notifies the individual state or local government agency of the law enforcement officer’s choice to restrict public access to personal contact information in disclosed records by submission of the designated form and any supplemental information requested by the state or local government agency;  and
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S2_lv2_0e932a79b]		(2) provides a notarized affidavit affirming current employment or previous employment as a law enforcement officer. The affidavit must include contact information for the employer.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510SB_lv1_ef4d76d17]	(B) A choice made under this article remains valid with the following exceptions:
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S1_lv2_1b4d5228c]		(1) the law enforcement officer rescinds the request in writing and provides notice to the state or local government agency;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S2_lv2_3ad838e0e]		(2) the state or local government agencies disclose personal contact information related to violations of law or regulation as permitted by law;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S3_lv2_ea20b1281]		(3) the law enforcement officer requests release of the law enforcement officer’s personal contact information from a state or local government agency for a specific purpose and for a limited time;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S4_lv2_266f9ff2c]		(4) the personal contact information is included in a collision report or uniform traffic ticket maintained and provided by the South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles as permitted by law;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S5_lv2_6087a80fe]		(5) the personal contact information is included on a business filing or Uniform Commercial Code filing recorded with the South Carolina Secretary of State; or
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S6_lv2_394966034]		(6) the eligible requesting party’s request to restrict information does not apply to a subsequent home address. The eligible requesting party is responsible for notifying through the designated form each state or local government agency of a subsequent home address of the eligible requesting party, and any documents filed after the original request to restrict personal contact information including, but not limited to, changes to the mortgage on a property, or any change in personal contact information.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510SC_lv1_5d247ce4b]	(C) Personal contact information protected under the provisions of this article may be disclosed under subpoena, by order of the court, upon written consent of the eligible law enforcement officer, or to a government agency.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510SD_lv1_4a364b4ed][bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S1_lv2_37814fc4e]	(D)(1) Personal contact information restricted from disclosed records under this section must remain within the official records held or maintained by a state or local government agency, but may not be included in an index or displayed on an image of an official record on a publicly available internet website maintained or operated on behalf of a state or local government agency.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S2_lv2_c479a66ee]		(2) In the event that a home address or tax map number cannot be restricted from a disclosed record within an index or from being displayed on an image of an official record on a publicly available internet website maintained or operated on behalf of a state or local government agency, then the image of the official record shall not be displayed and the state or local government agency must restrict the home address or tax map number portion from the display within the index, regardless of the location within the index.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510SE_lv1_882a46752]	(E) Any personal contact information must be restricted, if requested by an eligible requesting party, from any disclosed record, including the designated form used to notify the state or local government agency and supplemental information requested by the state or local government agency, otherwise eligible to be released under any other provision of law.  The provisions of this article must not be construed to prevent the disclosure of any other otherwise public information allowed by law.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510SF_lv1_1fab9f376]	 (F) A governmental agency that restricts or withholds information under this article shall provide to a requestor a description of the restricted or withheld information and a citation to this article.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510SG_lv1_4607451d8]	(G) Personal contact information restricted pursuant to this article may be disclosed to:
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S1_lv2_aad59cb27]		(1) a title insurer or its affiliate;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S2_lv2_e75575c07]		(2) a title insurance agent or agency;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S3_lv2_be3dcb529]		(3) a personal representative of a deceased eligible requesting party;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S4_lv2_3e2370ae8]		(4) an attorney duly admitted to practice law in the State of South Carolina and in good standing with the South Carolina Bar or a person appointed in writing by said attorney to receive the restricted information on his behalf; or
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510S5_lv2_b388cfe07]		(5) a professional engineer or professional surveyor, as defined under Section 40‑22‑20, or a person appointed in writing by said professional engineer or professional surveyor to receive the restricted information on his behalf. 
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510SH_lv1_e91f96c76]	(H) The restricted status of a home address contained in the official records within a county register of deeds is maintained only during the period when an eligible requesting party resides at the dwelling location. Upon the conveyance of real property that no longer constitutes an eligible request in the party’s home address, the eligible requesting party must submit the designated form to release the restriction on personal contact information, including the home address information, and a notarized affidavit affirming the designated form to the county register of deeds.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N510SI_lv1_53da5b0b9]	 (I) Nothing in this article shall be construed to limit access to otherwise protected information in public records by applicable law including, but not limited to, the Driver’s Privacy Protection Act (18 U.S.C. Section 2721, et seq.) and the Fair Credit Reporting Act (15 U.S.C. Section 1681, et seq.).

[bookmark: dl_f5667fb5c]Chapter 2, Title 30 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T30C2N515_be998f75a]	Section 30‑2‑515.	Any eligible requesting party may petition the court for an order directing compliance with this article. Liability may not accrue to a state or local government employee or to his agents for claims or damages that arise from personal contact information on the public record.

Judicial Personal Privacy Protection Act, definitions, restrictions, judicial relief, liability protection

[bookmark: bs_num_2_13e2d41e3][bookmark: dl_06a134e8c]SECTION 2.	Section 30‑2‑700 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T30C2N700_1de5fe8b8][bookmark: up_b145199fe]	Section 30‑2‑700.	For the purpose of this article:
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N700S1_lv1_bc9efa60f]	(1) “Personal contact information” means the home address, personal cellular telephone number, or tax map number, if applicable, of the eligible requesting party.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N700S2_lv1_6961a07df]	(2) “Eligible requesting party” means an active or a former judge who has filed a formal request under the provisions of this article.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N700S3_lv1_d11774dab]	(3) “Disclosed records” means records accessible by a database or image of an official record, that are placed on a publicly available internet website maintained by or operated on behalf of a state or local government agency. Disclosed records for the purpose of this article do not include records available for purchase or through an account, by registration or subscription, from a state or local government agency.

[bookmark: dl_9af13eb9d]SECTION 30‑2‑710 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T30C2N710_a22bbc796][bookmark: ss_T30C2N710SA_lv1_ab81c7d4e]	Section 30‑2‑710.	(A) An eligible requesting party’s personal contact information in a disclosed record shall be restricted on a publicly available internet website maintained by or operated on behalf of the state or local government agency if the judge:
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S1_lv2_1c8900c64]		(1) notifies the individual state or local government agency of the judge’s choice to restrict public access to personal contact information in disclosed records by submission of the designated form and any supplemental information requested by the state or local government agency; and
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S2_lv2_7e893764b]		(2) provides a notarized affidavit affirming the current or prior service as a judge. The affidavit must include the contact information for the court administration office affiliated with the court the judge serves or previously served.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710SB_lv1_85d109fcf]	(B) A choice made under this article remains valid with the following exceptions:
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S1_lv2_bbbd595c7]		(1) the judge rescinds in writing the request to restrict public access to or posting online of personal contact information and provides notice to the state or local government agency;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S2_lv2_b638116c1]		(2) the state or local government agencies disclose personal contact information related to violations of law or regulation, as permitted by law;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S3_lv2_f4a0a46bc]		(3) the judge requests release of the judge’s personal contact information from a state or local government agency for a specific purpose and for a limited time;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S4_lv2_4f7a6e0a9]		(4) the personal contact information is included in a collision report or uniform traffic ticket maintained and provided by the South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles, as permitted by law;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S5_lv2_7875313ba]		(5) the personal contact information is included on a business filing or Uniform Commercial Code filing recorded with the South Carolina Secretary of State; or
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S6_lv2_65607086a]		(6) the eligible requesting party’s request to restrict information does not apply to a subsequent home address of the eligible requesting party. The eligible requesting party is responsible for notifying, through the designated form, each state or local government agency of a subsequent home address, and any documents filed after the original request to restrict personal contact information including, but not limited to, changes to the mortgage on a property, or any change in personal contact information.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710SC_lv1_f663702dd]	(C) Personal contact information provided under the provisions of this article may be disclosed under subpoena, by order of the court, upon written consent of the eligible judge, or to another government agency.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710SD_lv1_f693842cc][bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S1_lv2_8bfde65bf]	(D)(1) Personal contact information restricted from disclosed records under this section must remain within the official records held or maintained by a state or local government agency, but not be included within an index or displayed on an image of an official record on a publicly available internet website maintained or operated on behalf of a state or local government agency.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S2_lv2_0b24850f6]		(2) In the event that a home address or tax map number cannot be restricted from a disclosed record within an index or from being displayed on an image of the official record on a publicly available internet website maintained or operated on behalf of a state or local government agency, then the image of the official record shall not be displayed and the state or local government agency must restrict the home address or tax map number portion from the display within the index, regardless of the location of the index. 
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710SE_lv1_0fd790944]	(E) Any personal contact information, as defined under this article, must be restricted, if requested by an eligible requesting party, from any disclosed record, including the designated form used to notify the state or local government agency and supplemental information requested by the state or local government agency, otherwise eligible to be released under any other provision of law.  The provisions of this article must not be construed to prevent the disclosure of other public information otherwise allowed by law.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710SF_lv1_f7ea8667f]	 (F) A state or local government agency that restricts or withholds information under this article shall provide to a requestor a description of the restricted or withheld information and a citation to this article.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710SG_lv1_6ce3dc5da]	(G) Personal contact information restricted pursuant to this article may be disclosed to:
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S1_lv2_3a88532ff]		(1) a title insurer or its affiliate;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S2_lv2_bca91762e]		(2) a title insurance agent or agency;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S3_lv2_dab6b32d9]		(3) the personal representative of a deceased eligible requesting party;
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S4_lv2_599b65142]		(4) an attorney duly admitted to practice law in the State of South Carolina and in good standing with the South Carolina Bar or a person appointed in writing by said attorney to receive the restricted information on his behalf; or
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710S5_lv2_dcc68384d]		(5) a professional engineer or professional surveyor as defined under Section 40‑22‑20, or a person appointed in writing by said professional engineer or professional surveyor to receive the restricted information on his behalf. 
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710SH_lv1_9e86cc73b]	(H) The restricted status of a home address contained in the official records within a county of register of deeds is maintained only during the period when an eligible requesting party resides at the dwelling location. Upon the conveyance of real property that no longer constitutes an eligible requesting party’s home address, the eligible requesting party must submit the designated form to release the restriction on personal contact information, including home address information, and a notarized affidavit affirming the designated form to the county register of deeds.
[bookmark: ss_T30C2N710SI_lv1_c82006484]	 (I) Nothing in this article shall be construed to limit access to otherwise protected information available by applicable law including, but not limited to, the Driver’s Privacy Protection Act (18 U.S.C Section 2721, et seq.) and the Fair Credit Reporting Act (15 U.S.C. Section 1681, et seq.).

[bookmark: dl_443a7f6f4]Chapter 2, Title 30 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T30C2N715_2039eff84]	Section 30‑2‑715.	Any eligible requesting party may petition the court for an order directing compliance with this article. Liability may not accrue to a state or local government employee or to his agents for claims or damages that arise from personal contact information on the public record.

Law Enforcement Personal Privacy Protection Act and Judicial Personal Privacy Protection Act, effective dates delayed

[bookmark: bs_num_3_77290b2e9]SECTION 3.	The effective date of Act 56 of 2023, which enacted the “Law Enforcement Personal Privacy Protection Act” and the “Judicial Personal Privacy Protection Act,” is delayed from July 1, 2025, until January 1, 2026.

Directives to the Office of Court Administration and the South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy

[bookmark: bs_num_4_5f6b89bc9][bookmark: up_8c2bf8655]SECTION 4.	The Office of Court Administration and the South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy shall collaborate to create the designated form for law enforcement officers and for judges to use to request a state or local government agency restrict public access to personal contact information in disclosed records. The form shall include a disclaimer to inform the requesting party the request is specific to the state or local government agency and will not be provided to other entities or apply to changes in personal contact information. The form must contain fields for the following:
[bookmark: up_2278a3c6I]	(1) the requesting party’s personal information including, but not limited to, legal name, date of birth, home address, driver’s license information, personal email address, and where applicable, tax map numbers;
[bookmark: up_e047da74I]	(2) the dates of service and status of service;
[bookmark: up_858d2684I]	(3) the location of personal contact information in disclosed records by instrument number, book and page number of the copy or image, docket number, file number, vehicle identification number or title number; and
[bookmark: up_1261b643I]	(4) an exception section to notify a state or local government agency of rescission of the request to restrict personal contact information and to permit disclosure of personal contact information for a specific purpose and for a limited time.	
[bookmark: up_64b8d365I]	A state or local government agency may provide a supplemental form for the purposes of identifying information needed by the state or local government agency to address the eligible requesting party’s request.

Time effective

[bookmark: bs_num_5_932aa4381][bookmark: eff_date_section_37480d70c]SECTION 5.	 This act takes effect on January 1, 2026.

Ratified the 24th day of April, 2025.

Approved the 28th day of April, 2025. 

__________
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