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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 16‑11‑705 SO AS TO CREATE THE OFFENSE OF INTENTIONALLY RELEASING, ORGANIZING THE RELEASE OF, OR INTENTIONALLY CAUSING THE RELEASE OF BALLOONS INFLATED WITH GAS THAT IS LIGHTER THAN AIR, AND TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 16‑11‑700, RELATING TO THE DUMPING OF LITTER ON PRIVATE OR PUBLIC PROPERTY, EXCEPTIONS, AND PENALTIES, SO AS TO INCLUDE BALLOONS IN THE LITTER STATUTE; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 16‑11‑710, RELATING TO THE ACCEPTANCE OF A CASH BOND IN LIEU OF AN IMMEDIATE COURT APPEARANCE IN LITTER CONTROL PROSECUTIONS, SO AS TO INCLUDE A VIOLATION OF THE BALLOON STATUTE WHEN A CASH BOND IS ALLOWED.

[bookmark: ew_d1b3946a3]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_007281e4b][bookmark: dl_1a95be43a]SECTION 1.	Article 7, Chapter 11, Title 16 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T16C11N705_cd46f96ee][bookmark: ss_T16C11N705SA_lv1_f3cb84208]	Section 16‑11‑705.	(A) It is unlawful for a person to intentionally release, organize the release of, or intentionally cause to be released balloons inflated with a gas that is lighter than air with the following exceptions:
[bookmark: ss_T16C11N705S1_lv2_e71a7076e]		(1) balloons released by a person on behalf of a governmental agency or pursuant to a governmental contract for scientific or meteorological purposes;
[bookmark: ss_T16C11N705S2_lv2_0252be204]		(2) hot air balloons recovered after launching; or
[bookmark: ss_T16C11N705S3_lv2_7633fa9f2]		(3) balloons released indoors.
[bookmark: ss_T16C11N705SB_lv1_d2f93f12e]	(B) A violation of this section is deemed littering and is punishable pursuant to the provisions of Section 16‑11‑700. However, a person six years of age or younger may not be charged with a violation of this section.
[bookmark: ss_T16C11N705SC_lv1_4b3900997]	(C) For purposes of this section, “person” means an individual, group of individuals, or organization.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_d49ce40a6][bookmark: dl_a8d511ad8]SECTION 2.	Section 16‑11‑700(A) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T16C11N700_0e3c27cfe][bookmark: ss_T16C11N700SA_lv1_bc10561f4]	(A) A person, from a vehicle or otherwise, may not dump, throw, drop, deposit, discard, or otherwise dispose of litter or other solid waste, as defined by Section 44‑96‑40(2), (6), (32), (33), (43), (46), (73), and (74), and including balloons pursuant to Section 16‑11‑705, cigarette butts, and cigarette component litter, upon waters or public or private property in the State for which he is not the legal owner or a person otherwise granted permission by the legal owner including, but not limited to, a highway, park, beach, campground, forest land, recreational area, trailer park, road, street, or alley except:
[bookmark: ss_T16C11N700S1_lv2_f833ef8b6]		(1) on property designated by the State for the disposal of litter and other solid waste and the person is authorized to use the property for that purpose; or
[bookmark: ss_T16C11N700S2_lv2_06de8d213]		(2) into a litter receptacle in a manner that the litter is prevented from being carried away or deposited by the elements upon a part of the private or public property or waters.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_718eb6594][bookmark: dl_b3b1c6376]SECTION 3.	Section 16‑11‑710 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T16C11N710_ab8753d22]	Section 16‑11‑710.	When any a person is charged with a violation of Section 16‑11‑700 or Section 16‑11‑705 or any county ordinance relating to litter control, any officer authorized to enforce suchthe law or ordinance may accept a cash bond in lieu of requiring an immediate court appearance. Such bondBond shall not exceed the maximum fine provided for a conviction of the offense charged and may be forfeited to the court by the enforcement officer if the person charged fails to appear in court.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_9d199f8a5][bookmark: savings_6b8ac64fa]SECTION 4.	The repeal or amendment by this act of any law, whether temporary or permanent or civil or criminal, does not affect pending actions, rights, duties, or liabilities founded thereon, or alter, discharge, release or extinguish any penalty, forfeiture, or liability incurred under the repealed or amended law, unless the repealed or amended provision shall so expressly provide.  After the effective date of this act, all laws repealed or amended by this act must be taken and treated as remaining in full force and effect for the purpose of sustaining any pending or vested right, civil action, special proceeding, criminal prosecution, or appeal existing as of the effective date of this act, and for the enforcement of rights, duties, penalties, forfeitures, and liabilities as they stood under the repealed or amended laws.

[bookmark: bs_num_5_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 5.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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