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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS by enacting THE “NONCITIZEN TERRORIST ACTIVITY PROHIBITION IN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING ACT”; BY ADDING SECTION 59‑101‑230 SO AS TO PROVIDE EACH PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER LEARNING IN THIS STATE SHALL IMPLEMENT A POLICY THAT PROHIBITS STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND STAFF WHO HOLD NONIMMIGRANT VISAS FROM PUBLICLY ESPOUSING TERRORIST ACTIVITY OR SUPPORTING TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS UNLESS THE POLICY OR PRACTICE OF THE UNITED STATES SUPPORTS SUCH ACTIVITY OR ORGANIZATION, TO PROVIDE PENALTIES AND PROCEDURES FOR VIOLATIONS, TO PROVIDE ENFORCEMENT MECHANISMS CONCERNING INDIVIDUALS AND INSTITUTIONS, AMONG OTHER THINGS.

[bookmark: ew_9803e7298]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_9ead76f62][bookmark: citing_act_6cc8e7e83]SECTION 1.	This act may be cited as the “Noncitizen Terrorist Activity Prohibition in Public Institutions of Higher Learning Act.”

[bookmark: bs_num_2_1029f0456][bookmark: dl_073019527]SECTION 2.	Article 2, Chapter 101, Title 59 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:
[bookmark: open_doc_here]
[bookmark: ns_T59C101N230_f1c6508cd][bookmark: ss_T59C101N230SA_lv1_762ba18ef]	Section 59‑101‑230.	(A) Each public institution of higher education in the State must have and enforce a policy that:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N230S1_lv2_08308c9a0]		(1) prohibits all students, faculty members, and staff members, if they hold a nonimmigrant visa, from publicly espousing terrorist activity related to an ongoing conflict or, at any time or place, persuading others to endorse or espouse terrorist activity related to an ongoing conflict or to support a terrorist organization, as such terms are defined in 8 U.S.C. sections 1182 and 1227, unless it is the policy or practice of the United States to support such activity or organization;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N230S2_lv2_56fd60001]		(2) upon a first finding of guilt or responsibility under item (1), suspends a student or ends a faculty or staff member’s employment for at least one year;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N230S3_lv2_637841f21]		(3) upon a second finding of guilt or responsibility under item (1), expels a student or ends a faculty or staff member’s employment permanently;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N230S4_lv2_ca379810e]		(4) immediately upon suspending or expelling a student or terminating a faculty or staff member under item (1), the institution is required to update the individual’s record in the Department of Homeland Security’s Student Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) or successor system to show that the individual is no longer enrolled as a full‑time student of the institution or employed by the institution; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N230S5_lv2_ed83c57a1]		(5) does not permit a student, faculty, or staff member to transfer to, enroll at, or become employed by the institution if the individual has been suspended, expelled, or terminated from another institution of higher education under item (3).
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N230SB_lv1_994f9660b]	(B) The provisions of subsection (A) include, but are not limited to, holders of F‑1, M‑1, and J‑1 visas.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N230SC_lv1_ab0b52758]	(C) Enforcement against individuals:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N230S1_lv2_5c8850c01]		(1) An institution of higher education, upon suspecting or receiving a credible allegation that an individual has violated its policy described in subsection (A)(1), must investigate and, if warranted by the factual results of the investigation, enforce its policy against the individual.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N230S2_lv2_23b14b8c4]		(2) The standard of evidence for a finding of guilt or responsibility under the institution’s policy shall be a preponderance‑of‑the‑evidence standard.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N230SD_lv1_1b705c3bd]	(D) Enforcement against institutions:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N230S1_lv2_edf383160]		(1) The Attorney General or any other applicable official of the executive or judicial branch of the state may compel an institution of higher education to enforce its policy as described in subsections (A), (B), and (C).
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N230S2_lv2_e08459a26]		(2) An investigating official under item (1) or the official’s designee may compel production of documents and other evidence from an institution suspected of violating this section, including all education and employment records and other relevant records.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N230S3_lv2_3e7bcfdea]		(3) If the Attorney General, the Attorney General’s designee, or a court of appropriate jurisdiction determines that an institution of higher education has failed to comply with the provisions of this section, the official or court may issue a fine against the institution of not less than ten thousand dollars and not more than one hundred thousand dollars for each violation.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_9395c7b9b][bookmark: severability_4a41d90d2]SECTION 3.	If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this act is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such holding shall not affect the constitutionality or validity of the remaining portions of this act, the General Assembly hereby declaring that it would have passed this act, and each and every section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, and word thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs, sentences, clauses, phrases, or words hereof may be declared to be unconstitutional, invalid, or otherwise ineffective.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 4.	This act takes effect July 1, 2026.
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