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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING ARTICLE 5 TO CHAPTER 69, TITLE 40 SO AS TO PROVIDE DEFINITIONS AND REQUIREMENTS CONCERNING THE USE OF TELEHEALTH FOR VETERINARY SERVICES; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 40‑69‑20, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS CONCERNING THE BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINERS, SO AS TO REMOVE AN OBSOLETE DEFINITION.
	Amend Title To Conform

[bookmark: ew_7e65f2132]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_b40d0007b][bookmark: dl_72c895e8b]SECTION 1.	Chapter 69, Title 40 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_8d742b0a6]Article 5

[bookmark: up_498bb117a]Telehealth for Veterinary Services

[bookmark: ns_T40C69N510_f20d2e2aa][bookmark: up_a3e9ba530]	Section 40‑69‑510.	As used in this article:
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N510S1_lv1_44581ce79]	(1) “Telehealth” means the overarching term that encompasses all uses of technology to virtually deliver medical and health information or education. Telehealth is not a specific service, but a collection of tools that allows for enhanced veterinary care and client education.
(2) “Telemedicine” means the remote practice of veterinary medicine through the use of telecommunications technology that allows a licensed veterinarian with an established veterinarian‑client‑patient relationship to evaluate and treat a patient virtually.

[bookmark: ns_T40C69N520_b8db38765][bookmark: ss_T40C69N520SA_lv1_859442ec1]	Section 40‑69‑520.	(A) Only a veterinarian licensed by the board may establish a veterinarian‑client‑patient relationship in this State.	
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N520SB_lv1_29fec7280]	(B) A veterinarian‑client‑patient relationship only may be established by an in‑person, physical examination of the animal or timely visits to the premises where the animal is kept.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N520SC_lv1_2fa5e4a5c]	(C) An established veterinarian‑client‑patient relationship may be maintained through examinations that occur using telecommunications technology in between appropriate in‑person, physical examinations or visits to the premises where the patient is kept.

[bookmark: ns_T40C69N530_64e478bed][bookmark: ss_T40C69N530SA_lv1_706efc357]	Section 40‑69‑530.	(A)(1) A person must be licensed to practice veterinary medicine in this State in order to practice telemedicine in this State.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N530S2_lv2_07ac48dfa]	(2) A person who is not a licensed veterinarian in this State and who uses telemedicine to provide veterinary services to animals and individuals responsible for the animals engages in the unauthorized practice of veterinary medicine. Such person is subject to penalties for the unauthorized practice of veterinary medicine provided in this chapter.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N530SB_lv1_3cd246f56]	(B) A licensed veterinarian shall employ sound, professional judgment when determining whether to provide veterinary services to a patient through telemedicine and shall use telemedicine only when such use is medically appropriate based on the patient’s condition.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N530SC_lv1_c15c865f9]	(C) A veterinary professional shall ensure that the technology used when providing veterinary services through telehealth is of appropriate quality to ensure:
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N530S1_lv2_d743832d2]		(1) accuracy of the remote assessment of the patient’s condition or behavior;
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N530S2_lv2_3b7c056f6]		(2) clear communication with clients; and
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N530S3_lv2_e892bcff3]		(3) compliance with all relevant privacy and confidentiality requirements.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N530SD_lv1_c98e8e414][bookmark: ss_T40C69N530S1_lv2_6bc9496ce]	(D)(1) A veterinary professional shall obtain consent from the client before providing veterinary services through telehealth and shall record the client’s consent in the patient’s medical record.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N530S2_lv2_8f59ace59]		(2) A veterinary professional using telehealth to provide veterinary services shall inform the client, or the client’s authorized representative, of:
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N530Sa_lv3_7627ad289]			(a) the veterinary professional’s name, location, and, if applicable, license number and licensure status;
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N530Sb_lv3_06a35d44c]			(b) whether, in the veterinarian’s professional opinion, the patient’s condition can be accurately treated using telemedicine; and
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N530Sc_lv3_ca253e42c]			(c) the treatment options for the patient.

[bookmark: ns_T40C69N540_6656bfaba][bookmark: ss_T40C69N540SA_lv1_cc78d67f5]	Section 40‑69‑540.	(A) A licensed veterinarian using telemedicine to provide veterinary services shall conduct all necessary patient evaluations and treatment using the applicable standard of care for those evaluations and treatments.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N540SB_lv1_672e48434]	(B) A licensed veterinarian shall not recommend treatment or care for an animal based solely on a client’s responses to an online questionnaire.

[bookmark: ns_T40C69N550_a2d86765c][bookmark: ss_T40C69N550SA_lv1_531219c1d]	Section 40‑69‑550.	(A)(1) Except as provided in subsection (B), only a licensed veterinarian with an established veterinarian‑client‑patient relationship may prescribe medication through telemedicine.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N550S2_lv2_028fed714]		(2) A licensed veterinarian shall use professional judgment when determining if it is appropriate to prescribe medication through telemedicine.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N550SB_lv1_97a907714]	(B) A licensed veterinarian who prescribes medication through telemedicine is subject to the limitations on prescriptions provided in this chapter.
[bookmark: ns_T40C69N560_94b040dd0]	Section 40‑69‑560.	A licensed veterinarian shall ensure that a client’s privacy and confidentiality are protected when the veterinarian is providing veterinary services using telehealth pursuant to the veterinarian’s professional and legal obligations.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_624c4297a][bookmark: dl_59a2a3b3a]SECTION 2.	Section 40-69-20 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T40C69N20_bb23db25f][bookmark: up_3a7142feI]	Section 40-69-20.	As used in this chapter, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S1_lv1_5a019b9b4]	(1) “Animal” means an animal that is not a human and includes fowl, birds, reptiles, and fish which are wild or domestic, living or dead.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S2_lv1_0fcbd3d1b]	(2) “Board” means the South Carolina State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S3_lv1_b909b1582]	(3) “Direct supervision” means that a veterinarian currently licensed to practice veterinary medicine in this State is available on the premises and within immediate vocal communication of the supervisee.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S4_lv1_9c95c11b3]	(4) “Emergency clinic” means a facility having as its primary function the receiving, treatment, and monitoring of emergency patients during its specified hours of operation.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S5_lv1_c7b5d55cf]	(5) “Emergency hospital” means a facility whose primary function is the receiving, treatment, and monitoring of emergency patients during its specified hours of operation and includes the confinement of emergency patients.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S6_lv1_62351d35e]	(6) “Immediate supervision” means that a licensed veterinarian is within direct eyesight and hearing range.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S7_lv1_ec3154cf0]	(7) “Indirect supervision” means the supervising licensed veterinarian is available for immediate voice contact by telephone, radio, or other means, and shall provide consultation and review of cases at the veterinary facility.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S8_lv1_54ff3ec9f]	(8) “Investigative Review Committee” (IRC) means an investigative review panel appointed by the board chairman, in consultation with the other members of the board.  The IRC must be comprised of four members who are former board members or other experienced licensed veterinarians.  The board chairman must appoint the Chairman of the IRC.  Veterinarian members of the IRC must have a current license issued pursuant to this chapter to be eligible to serve.  The IRC shall review any complaint against a licensed veterinarian or veterinary technician and make a recommendation as to whether the board should proceed with formal action.  The board must consider the recommendation of the IRC, but the final determination whether to proceed with formal action must be made by the board.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S9_lv1_016907079]	(9) “License” means any permit, approval, registration, or certificate issued by the board.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S10_lv1_9714044d0]	(10) “Licensed veterinarian” means a person who is licensed pursuant to this chapter to practice veterinary medicine in this State.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S11_lv1_bc4ac29f1]	(11) “Licensed veterinary technician” means a person who has received a degree in animal health technology from an American Veterinary Medical Association accredited school offering a program in animal health technology and who has been licensed to practice in this State.  This person must be knowledgeable in the care and handling of animals, in the basic principles of normal and abnormal life processes, and in routine laboratory and clinical procedures.  The performance of the licensed veterinary technician must be under the supervision of a veterinarian licensed to practice in this State.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S12_lv1_7fbbf3f55]	(12) “Mobile facility” means a vehicle with special medical or surgical facilities or a vehicle suitable only for making house or farm calls.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S13_lv1_4c5fe9a74]	(13) “Practice of veterinary medicine” means to:
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20Sa_lv2_71a6012f]		(a) diagnose, prescribe, or administer a drug, medicine, biologic, appliance, or application or treatment of whatever nature for the cure, prevention, or relief of a wound, fracture, or bodily injury or disease of an animal;
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20Sb_lv2_9b7d8b76]		(b) perform a surgical operation, including cosmetic surgery, upon an animal;
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20Sc_lv2_f097a398]		(c) perform a manual procedure for the diagnosis or treatment for sterility or infertility of an animal, including embryo transplants;
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20Sd_lv2_0942d7f7]		(d) offer, undertake, represent, or hold oneself out as being qualified to diagnose, treat, operate, or prescribe for an animal disease, pain, injury, deformity, or physical condition;
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20Se_lv2_c0c5b94e]		(e) use words, letters, or titles in such connection or under such circumstances as to induce the belief that the person using them is engaged in the practice of veterinary medicine.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S14_lv1_290230e38]	(14) “School of veterinary medicine” means a veterinary school or college that offers the D.V.M. or equivalent degree and whose course of study conforms to the standards required for accreditation by the American Veterinary Medical Association and approved by the board.
	(15) “Telemedicine” is an audio, video, or data communication of medical information.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S15_lv1_b8afb7ff3]	(16)(15) “Temporary license” means temporary permission to practice veterinary medicine or animal technology issued pursuant to this chapter.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S16_lv1_f4cbfcd52]	(17)(16) “Therapeutic options or alternate therapies” means, but is not limited to, the veterinary practice of acupuncture, manipulation and adjustment, magnetic field therapy, holistic medicine, homeopathy, herbology/naturopathy, massage, and physical therapy.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S17_lv1_d337bae56]	(18)(17) “Veterinarian” means a person who has received a doctor's degree or equivalent in veterinary medicine.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S18_lv1_41ea8a690]	(19)(18) “Veterinary aide” means a nurse, attendant, intern, technician, or other employee of a veterinarian, other than a licensed veterinary technician.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S19_lv1_ed8917cc]	(19) “Veterinarian‑client‑patient relationship” means:
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20Sa_lv2_b0f2fadb]		(a) The veterinarian has recently seen and is personally acquainted with the keeping and care of the animal through an in‑person, physical examination of or visit to the premises where the animal is kept.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20Sb_lv2_08cf2a7d]		(b) The veterinarian has assumed the responsibility for making clinical judgments regarding the health of the animal and the need for medical treatment.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20Sc_lv2_4f8e17e7][bookmark: open_doc_here]		(c) The veterinarian has sufficient knowledge of the animal to initiate a general or preliminary diagnosis of the medical condition of the animal.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20Sd_lv2_92a44da6]		(d) The veterinarian is available or has arranged for emergency coverage for follow‑up and evaluation.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20Se_lv2_59f67e88]		(e) The client has agreed to follow the veterinarian’s instructions.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20Sf_lv2_99a46552]		(f) The veterinarian‑client‑patient relationship lapses when the licensee has not seen the animal within one year.  
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20Sg_lv2_8c5452fb]		(g) The veterinarian‑client‑patient relationship may extend to other licensed veterinarians working out of the same physical practice location as the veterinarian who established the veterinarian‑client‑patient relationship if the other licensed veterinarians have access to and have reviewed the patient’s medical records and the condition is related to a prior medical condition.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S20_lv1_dbb5f92ee]	(20) “Veterinary medicine” includes veterinary surgery, obstetrics, dentistry, and all other branches or specialties of veterinary medicine.
[bookmark: ss_T40C69N20S21_lv1_437cb6076]	(21) “Veterinary student preceptee” means a person who is a student enrolled and in good standing in a recognized college of veterinary medicine.  The student's presence in a practice may be as part of a normal preceptorship program of the college or as an informal arrangement between the student and a veterinarian licensed by the board.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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