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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 59‑1‑444 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SHALL ESTABLISH A PILOT PROGRAM ON MEDIA LITERACY AND CRITICAL THINKING INSTRUCTION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

[bookmark: ew_aef6a393b]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_b999aa780][bookmark: dl_08fcfc382]SECTION 1.	Article 3, Chapter 1, Title 59 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:
[bookmark: open_doc_here]
[bookmark: ns_T59C1N444_3d620f018][bookmark: ss_T59C1N444SA_lv1_1e2f26850]	Section 59‑1‑444.	(A) As used in this section, “media literacy” means:
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S1_lv2_ce4bf8e43]		(1) the ability of an individual to access, analyze, evaluate, and participate with all forms of media, such as:
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444Sa_lv3_52ffd69b9]			(a) news in print; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444Sb_lv3_03ef0553b]			(b) social media content, such as images, text, video, and other media content;
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S2_lv2_0f347be54]		(2) the ability of an individual to recognize bias and stereotypes in media messages;
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S3_lv2_1b06fc5e5]		(3) the foundational skills of digital citizenship and internet safety; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S4_lv2_94c36ea35]		(4) in the classroom, media literacy includes integrating the process of critical analysis of media messages into the daily classroom curricula.
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444SB_lv1_e461a0ed3]	(B) The State Department of Education shall establish the “Media Literacy and Critical Thinking” pilot program which the department shall implement and administer during the 2026‑2027 and 2027‑2028 School Years.
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444SC_lv1_e9bdec1d3]	(C) Under the pilot program, the department shall select seven school districts in diverse parts of the State to participate in the pilot program and from which to study data related to the outcomes of the pilot program in the seven pilot sites.
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444SD_lv1_3b97b6836]	(D) A pilot program site shall:
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S1_lv2_cf2e63507]		(1) address each component of media literacy;
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S2_lv2_90d074772]		(2) develop successful strategies for student learning within the daily classroom curricula in all grades or for a selected preschool to grade twelve level;
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S3_lv2_6caeff9fe]		(3) identify high‑quality resources for such pilot program; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S4_lv2_705852ce8]		(4) demonstrate and report how such site addresses the following in the classroom:
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444Sa_lv3_b63c8b34b]			(a) news content literacy, which is the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, and distinguish verified information from opinion and propaganda and the opportunity to practice verification;
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444Sb_lv3_1db358ffc]			(b) visual literacy, which is the ability to find, interpret, and evaluate images and visual media such as photographs, videos, illustrations, drawings, maps, diagrams, and advertisements;
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444Sc_lv3_adf60d72b]			(c) digital fluency, which is the ability to understand and follow the norms of safe and responsible technology use and how media influences attitudes and behaviors; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444Sd_lv3_310d8b3c3]			(d) digital literacy, which is the ability to be technically fluent and able to make informed decisions about content encountered online, recognize how networked technology affects behavior and perception, and create and effectively communicate with digital media tools.
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444SE_lv1_250c6aa1c]	(E) Before August 1, 2028, each pilot program site shall submit a report to the department describing the implementation of and the information gained from the pilot program.
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444SF_lv1_d3eb009dd]	(F) Before January 1, 2029, the department shall compile the reports submitted from the pilot program sites and submit a summary report to the House Education and Public Works Committee and the Senate Education Committee containing at least the following information:
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S1_lv2_20eb10a97]		(1) qualitative and quantitative insights on how the pilot program sites addressed media literacy;
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S2_lv2_77fb705c0]		(2) a compendium of high‑quality strategies and resources used by educators;
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S3_lv2_f834a89cc]		(3) any professional development used or required;
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S4_lv2_2f2a22056]		(4) recommendations about which facilities, instructional materials, and technologies are needed to implement a media literacy and critical thinking program statewide;
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S5_lv2_6d1dff589]		(5) exploration of additional policy, administrative mechanisms, and legislative recommendations for implementing best practices and standards statewide; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444S6_lv2_ff88d660b]		(6) a draft of proposed clear, inclusive media literacy and critical thinking state standards for preschool to grade twelve, compiled by drawing from key media literacy skills and competencies in existing state standards and from the pilot program results.
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444SG_lv1_135cbe734]	(G) Standards developed under this section must be included for consideration by the state standards review immediately following the termination of the pilot program.
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444SH_lv1_cd7b805b2]	(H) The media literacy and critical thinking pilot program shall terminate on June 30, 2026, unless continued, expanded, or both, by the General Assembly.
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444SI_lv1_8b5360f3f]	(I) Notwithstanding subsection (B), the department is required to establish the pilot program under this section only if the General Assembly appropriates money specifically for that purpose. If the General Assembly does not appropriate money specifically for that purpose, the department may, but is not required to, establish the pilot program under this section using other appropriations available for that purpose.
[bookmark: ss_T59C1N444SJ_lv1_d02707174]	(J) The department shall adopt rules necessary to implement this section.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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