


South Carolina General Assembly
126th Session, 2025-2026

H. 3385

STATUS INFORMATION

General Bill
Sponsors: Rep. Wooten
Document Path: LC-0034HDB25.docx

Prefiled in the House on December 5, 2024
Currently residing in the House Committee on Judiciary

Summary: Inmate work camps


HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

	Date	Body	Action Description with journal page number	
	12/5/2024	House	Prefiled
 
	12/5/2024	House	Referred to Committee on Judiciary

View the latest  legislative information  at the website


VERSIONS OF THIS BILL

12/05/2024




[bookmark: open_doc_here]







A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 24‑3‑130, RELATING TO USE OF INMATE LABOR FOR CERTAIN PUBLIC PROJECTS, SO AS TO DELETE REFERENCES TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF WORK CAMPS.

[bookmark: ew_8ad0e05c8]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_e3c07972a][bookmark: dl_d47752f04]SECTION 1.	Section 24‑3‑130 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T24C3N130_618bf8aa1][bookmark: ss_T24C3N130SA_lv1_94a0c7515]	Section 24‑3‑130.	(A) The Department of Corrections may permit the use of inmate labor on state highway projects or other public projects that may be practical and consistent with safeguarding of the inmates employed on the projects and the public. The Department of Transportation, another state agency, or a county, municipality, or public service district making a beneficial public improvement may apply to the department for the use of inmate labor on the highway project or other public improvement or development project. If the director determines that the labor may be performed with safety and the project is beneficial to the public, he may assign inmates to labor on the highway project or other public purpose project. The inmate labor force must be supervised and controlled by officers designated by the department but the direction of the work performed on the highway or other public improvement project must be under the control and supervision of the person designated by the agency, county, municipality, or public service district responsible for the work. No person convicted of criminal sexual conduct in the first, second, or third degree or a person who commits a violent crime while on a work release program may be assigned to perform labor on a project described by this section.
[bookmark: ss_T24C3N130SB_lv1_883e5eb46]	(B) The authorities involved may enter into contracts to implement the provisions of this section.
	(C) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, inmates constructing work camps on county property must be supervised and controlled by armed officers and must be drawn exclusively from minimum security facilities. A work camp constructed or operated by the Department of Corrections must house only offenders classified as nonviolent. The contracting officials for the county utilizing prison inmate labor must be provided by the Department of Corrections with the most recent information concerning the composition of all work crews including the respective offenses for which the inmates have been sentenced and their custody levels.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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