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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 38‑71‑285 SO AS TO PROVIDE HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS MUST PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR LACTATION CONSULTING BY CERTIFIED LACTATION CONSULTANTS, AND TO DEFINE NECESSARY TERMS; BY ADDING SECTION 38‑71‑286 SO AS TO PROVIDE HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS MUST PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR DOULA SERVICES BY CERTIFIED DOULAS, AND TO DEFINE NECESSARY TERMS; BY ADDING SECTION 44‑6‑230 SO AS TO PROVIDE MEDICAID HEALTH PLANS MUST PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR CERTIFIED LACTATION CONSULTING BY CERTIFIED LACTATION CONSULTANTS, AND TO DEFINE NECESSARY TERMS; BY ADDING SECTION 44‑6‑230 SO AS TO PROVIDE MEDICAID HEALTH PLANS MUST PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR DOULA SERVICES BY CERTIFIED DOULAS, AND TO DEFINE NECESSARY TERMS; AND TO SPECIFY THAT THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT APPLY TO EVERY MEDICAID HEALTH PLAN, EVERY INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE CONTRACT, AND EVERY INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP HOSPITAL OR MEDICAL EXPENSE INSURANCE POLICY, PLAN, OR GROUP POLICY DELIVERED, ISSUED FOR DELIVERY, OR RENEWED IN THIS STATE ON OR AFTER JANUARY 1, 2026.

[bookmark: ew_1bd156dac]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_2cbd8b19e][bookmark: dl_04f3061e8]SECTION 1.	Article 1, Chapter 71, Title 38 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T38C71N285_32946755b][bookmark: ss_T38C71N285SA_lv1_ee9bcde9b]	Section 38‑71‑285.	(A) As used in this section:
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285S1_lv2_bc94fc526]		(1) “Lactation consultant” means a person who is certified by an entity that:
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285Sa_lv3_fb6346af2]			(a) establishes a clear scope of practice for lactation consultants;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285Sb_lv3_f6e816d1b]			(b) upholds a code of ethics for lactation consultants; and
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285Sc_lv3_dedf86de3]			(c) provides consumer protection by offering a clear path for filing complaints with the certifying body.
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285S2_lv2_9e16e97bb]		(2) “Lactation consulting” means the application of scientific principles and a multidisciplinary body of evidence for evaluation, problem identification, treatment, education, and consultation to families regarding the course of lactation and feeding within an individual’s scope of practice, including, but not limited to:
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285Sa_lv3_2ef4df41f]			(a) taking maternal, child, and feeding histories;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285Sb_lv3_ef9eb1e74]			(b) performing assessments related to breastfeeding and human lactation through the systematic collection of subjective and objective information;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285Sc_lv3_b85fdae62]			(c) analyzing data;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285Sd_lv3_4c79c23a1]			(d) developing a lactation management and child feeding plan with demonstration and instruction to parents;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285Se_lv3_b9bf8b2ea]			(e) providing lactation and feeding education;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285Sf_lv3_b034f2e09]			(f)  recommending and training on the use of assistive devices;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285Sg_lv3_c911b2c58]			(g) communicating to the primary healthcare practitioners and referring to other healthcare practitioners, as needed;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285Sh_lv3_1883b603c]			(h) conducting appropriate follow‑up with evaluation of outcomes; and
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285Si_lv3_5709be253]			(i) documenting the encounter in a patient record.
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285S3_lv2_41bba5751]		(3) “Insurer” means an insurance company, a health maintenance organization, and any other entity providing health insurance coverage, as defined in Section 38‑71‑670(6), which is licensed to engage in the business of insurance in this State and which is subject to state insurance regulation.
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285S4_lv2_3e71ec8d3]		(4) “Health maintenance organization” means an organization as defined in Section 38‑33‑20(8).
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285S5_lv2_c7c8556f3]		(5) “Health insurance plan” means a group health insurance policy or group health benefit plan offered by an insurer, including the State Health Plan.
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285S6_lv2_6c2a62dc6]		(6) “State Health Plan” means the employee and retiree insurance program provided for in Article 5, Chapter 11, Title 1.
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285SB_lv1_3fc1fd3de]	(B) A health insurance plan must provide coverage for lactation consulting provided by certified lactation consultants. This coverage must provide the following services to the mother, the child, and any other individual involved who may be lactating:
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285S1_lv2_278f7f1e9]		(1) inpatient and outpatient treatment rendered by lactation consultants, including treatment by lactation consultants who operate independently of physician offices and hospitals; and
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N285S2_lv2_e2cf2e146]		(2) all visits to address conditions related to lactation and feeding.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_0f5166970][bookmark: dl_c009d6a7c]SECTION 2.	Article 1, Chapter 71, Title 38 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T38C71N286_7dba83ef2][bookmark: ss_T38C71N286SA_lv1_bb8e10622]	Section 38‑71‑286.	(A) As used in this section:
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286S1_lv2_412999988]		(1) “Doula” or “certified doula” means a person who is certified by an entity that:
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286Sa_lv3_fd6abfc88]			(a) establishes a clear scope of practice for doulas;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286Sb_lv3_48023652e]			(b) upholds a code of ethics for doulas; and
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286Sc_lv3_05ef79b03]			(c) provides consumer protection by offering a clear path for filing complaints with the certifying body.
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286S2_lv2_a59c824ce]		(2) “Doula services” means the following services that may be provided by a certified doula and specifically excludes any service that constitutes the practice of medicine as defined in Section 40‑47‑20:
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286Sa_lv3_1ab6ba05f]			(a) services to support pregnant mothers and people, improve birth outcomes, and support new mothers and families with culturally specific antepartum, intrapartum, and postpartum services, referrals, and advocacy;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286Sb_lv3_219c1341d]			(b) advocating for and supporting physiological birth, breastfeeding, and parenting for their client;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286Sc_lv3_5bdd600af]			(c) supporting the antepartum, intrapartum, and postpartum period with traditional comfort measures and educational materials, as well as assistance during the transition to parenthood in the initial postpartum period through home visits;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286Sd_lv3_c15d268f3]			(d) empowering individuals and families with evidenced‑based information to choose best practices for birth, breastfeeding, and infant care;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286Se_lv3_5dd390152]			(e) providing continuous support to the laboring individual until the birth of the baby at any location of delivery;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286Sf_lv3_bdb70e836]			(f) referring clients to their appropriate provider for medical advice for care outside of the doula’s scope of practice;
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286Sg_lv3_33d34ebc3]			(g) working as a member of the individual’s multidisciplinary team; and
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286Sh_lv3_e48a8a27a]			(h) offering evidence‑based information on newborn and infant feeding, emotional and physical recovery from childbirth, and other issues related to the antepartum, intrapartum, and postpartum period.
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286S3_lv2_a7a3e1bba]		(3) “Health maintenance organization” means an organization as defined in Section 38‑33‑20(8).
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286S4_lv2_57e622805]		(4) “Health insurance plan” means a group health insurance policy or group health benefit plan offered by an insurer, including the State Health Plan.
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286S5_lv2_e5f851692]		(5) “State Health Plan” means the employee and retiree insurance program provided for in Article 5, Chapter 11, Title 1.
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286SB_lv1_6042a9367]	(B) A health insurance plan must provide coverage for doula services provided by certified doulas. This coverage must include the mother and child and must provide:
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286S1_lv2_c8ac33a88]		(1) in‑clinic and in‑home services rendered by doulas, including treatment by doulas who operate independently of physician offices and hospitals; and
[bookmark: ss_T38C71N286S2_lv2_c3d8458b6]		(2) all doula services in the antepartum period, the intrapartum period, and the first twelve months of the postpartum period.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_d9aa0af58][bookmark: dl_f5c8e8bcf]SECTION 3.	Article 1, Chapter 6, Title 44 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T44C6N230_a2ff2005c][bookmark: ss_T44C6N230SA_lv1_ce5ecc61e]	Section 44‑6‑230.	(A) The Department of Health and Human Services shall require that all Medicaid health plans include coverage for lactation consulting services provided by certified lactation consultants. This coverage must include, but is not limited to, lactation consultations, breastfeeding support services, and the necessary supplies for successful breastfeeding, such as breast pumps and their accessories, unless the prescribing provider or the patient requests a different course of care. Contracts with managed care plans must allow for in‑home or clinic‑based lactation support if available. The department shall ensure that coverage and services are provided in accordance with clinical guidelines that promote the health of the mother and child while maximizing access to effective lactation services for the mother, the child, and any other individual involved who may be lactating.
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N230SB_lv1_cc3cdeae1]	(B) For purposes of this section, the term:
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N230S1_lv2_ee733703b]		(1) “Lactation consultant” has the same meaning as in Section 38‑71‑285(1).
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N230S2_lv2_8d4d3f281]		(2) “Lactation consulting” has the same meaning as in Section 38‑71‑285(2).

[bookmark: bs_num_4_3b3d7375c][bookmark: dl_9de6b8a8c]SECTION 4.	Article 1, Chapter 6, Title 44 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T44C6N240_767e372f5][bookmark: ss_T44C6N240SA_lv1_aa5668d7c]	Section 44‑6‑240.	(A) The Department of Health and Human Services shall require that all Medicaid health plans include coverage for doula services provided by certified doulas in the antepartum period, the intrapartum period, and the first twelve months of the postpartum period. This coverage must include all doula services. Contracts with managed care plans must allow for in‑home or clinic‑based doula support if available. The department shall ensure that coverage and services are provided in accordance with clinical guidelines that promote the health of the mother and child while maximizing access to effective doula services.
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N240SB_lv1_0a1e0da6d]	(B) For purposes of this section:
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N240S1_lv2_ed43e0575]		(1) “Doula” has the same meaning as in Section 38‑71‑286(A)(1).
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N240S2_lv2_39980529a]		(2) “Doula services” has the same meaning as in Section 38‑71‑286(2).

[bookmark: bs_num_5_6496577d0]SECTION 5.	The provisions of this act apply to every Medicaid health plan, every individual or group health insurance contract, and every individual or group hospital or medical expense insurance policy, plan, or group policy delivered, issued for delivery, or renewed in this State on or after January 1, 2026.

[bookmark: bs_num_6_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 6.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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