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A concurrent RESOLUTION

TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR K-9 KODAK OF THE RICHLAND COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT, TO CELEBRATE HIM ON BEING POSTHUMOUSLY AWARDED THE SOUTH CAROLINA SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION MEDAL OF VALOR, AND TO MOURN HIS UNTIMELY DEATH IN THE LINE OF DUTY.

[bookmark: wa_ff66fecc7]Whereas, the members of the South Carolina General Assembly have learned that K‑9 Kodak of the Richland County Sheriff’s Department will be awarded the South Carolina Sheriffs’ Association Medal of Valor on April 23, 2025, posthumously, for his courageous pursuit of a suspect that ended in K‑9 Kodak’s death; and

[bookmark: wa_150a43cf4]Whereas, the South Carolina Sheriffs’ Association Medal of Valor is presented annually to law enforcement officers who perform actions above and beyond the call of duty; exhibit exceptional courage, extraordinary decisiveness, and presence of mind; or act with unusual swiftness, regardless of personal safety, in an attempt to save or protect human life; and

[bookmark: wa_c6fb5632d]Whereas, on October 5, 2024, around 3:00 a.m., patrol deputies requested K‑9 assistance to help locate a suspect who had fled on foot around the area of Leesburg Road in Lower Richland. Deputies had already established a perimeter when K‑9 Specialist Samantha Ramirez and K‑9 Kodak arrived to assist. They, along with K‑9 Specialist O’Shaughnessy, began to track through a heavily wooded area. As the track continued, K‑9 Kodak became entangled in some razor‑wire fencing that was concealed by brush, and as a result he sustained severe lacerations to his abdomen and leg. K‑9 Specialist Ramirez and K‑9 Specialist O’Shaughnessy also sustained lacerations as they attempted to help K‑9 Kodak get untangled; and

[bookmark: wa_f4ec12d59]Whereas, K‑9 Kodak was immediately taken to CVETS, where he underwent emergency surgery; sadly, however, despite the best efforts of his emergency caregivers, he succumbed to his injuries a few days later; and

[bookmark: wa_e930c0844]Whereas, K‑9 Kodak displayed great bravery as he attempted to continue the pursuit after he was injured. During the course of his career, K‑9 Kodak was highly renowned as being the most successful in captures and apprehensions, and his dedication to duty was second to none; and

[bookmark: wa_ff3489091]Whereas, the General Assembly grieves with the Richland County Sheriff’s Department over the loss of K‑9 Kodak, a 6‑year‑old Dutch shepherd who had worked as a partner with K‑9 Specialist Ramirez for four years at the time of his passing; and

[bookmark: wa_2deaebd52]Whereas, the members of the South Carolina General Assembly appreciate the courage and dedication of law enforcement officers like K‑9 Kodak who put their lives on the line every day and who provide safety and security to protect the citizens of our great State. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the South Carolina General Assembly, by this resolution, recognize and honor K‑9 Kodak of the Richland County Sheriff’s Department, celebrate him on being awarded the South Carolina Sheriffs’ Association Medal of Valor, and mourn his untimely death in the line of duty.

[bookmark: open_doc_here]Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to K‑9 Specialist Samantha Ramirez, K‑9 Kodak’s devoted handler.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑
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