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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 40‑33‑31 SO AS TO REQUIRE HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS AND PREVENTION CONTINUING EDUCATION TRAINING FOR LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSES, REGISTERED NURSES, OR ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSES EXCLUDING CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE ANESTHETISTS; BY ADDING SECTION 40‑47‑39 SO AS TO REQUIRE HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS AND PREVENTION CONTINUING EDUCATION TRAINING FOR PHYSICIANS; AND BY ADDING SECTION 40‑47‑953 SO AS TO REQUIRE HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS AND PREVENTION CONTINUING EDUCATION TRAINING FOR PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.

[bookmark: ew_8e48bb49d]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_a68a5d464][bookmark: dl_4657edb81]SECTION 1.	Article 1, Chapter 33, Title 40 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T40C33N31_2fbd120df][bookmark: ss_T40C33N31SA_lv1_8ed35e3b7][bookmark: ss_T40C33N31S1_lv2_d5de771c4]	Section 40‑33‑31.	(A)(1) In addition to other requirements of this chapter, successful completion of a one‑hour human trafficking awareness and prevention course that meets the requirements of subsection (B) is a continuing education requirement for licensure renewal, reinstatement, or reactivation as a licensed practical nurse, registered nurse, or advanced practice registered nurse. All licensees shall complete this course requirement before:
[bookmark: ss_T40C33N31Sa_lv3_30afaf7d3]			(a) January 1, 2028, and every six years thereafter, for persons licensed before January 1, 2026; or
[bookmark: ss_T40C33N31Sb_lv3_90dca9e51]			(b) two years after initial licensure and every six years thereafter, for persons initially licensed on or after January 1, 2026.
[bookmark: ss_T40C33N31S2_lv2_14c9511a1]		(2) The requirements of this subsection are in addition to any other continuing education requirements and licensure requirements in this chapter.
[bookmark: ss_T40C33N31SB_lv1_613456783]	(B) A human trafficking awareness and prevention course required by this section:
[bookmark: ss_T40C33N31S1_lv2_2190df501]		(1) only may be provided by a continuing education provider approved by the State Board of Nursing; and
[bookmark: ss_T40C33N31S2_lv2_b7428dfcd]		(2) must include instruction on:
[bookmark: ss_T40C33N31Sa_lv3_4a26829f9]			(a) identifying suspected trafficking victims;
[bookmark: ss_T40C33N31Sb_lv3_55666fe8a]			(b) laws for reporting suspected trafficking victims; and
[bookmark: ss_T40C33N31Sc_lv3_c852b117f]			(c) providing care and support to potential trafficking victims.
[bookmark: ss_T40C33N31SC_lv1_1dc8f2827]	(C) The provisions of this section do not apply to certified registered nurse anesthetists.
[bookmark: ss_T40C33N31SD_lv1_37f7f15c9]	(D) The State Board of Nursing shall adopt rules to implement this section.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_2f7dac5df][bookmark: dl_12452c4f1]SECTION 2.	Article 1, Chapter 47, Title 40 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T40C47N39_d4d5c5b1f][bookmark: ss_T40C47N39SA_lv1_cd522c652][bookmark: ss_T40C47N39S1_lv2_644a4d9b7]	Section 40‑47‑39.	(A)(1) In addition to other requirements of this article, successful completion of a one‑hour human trafficking awareness and prevention course meeting the requirements of subsection (B) is a continuing education requirement for renewal of a physician license pursuant to Section 40‑47‑40 or the reinstatement or reactivation of a physician license pursuant to Section 40‑47‑30. All licensees shall complete this course requirement before:
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N39Sa_lv3_b668d3122]			(a) January 1, 2028, and every six years thereafter, for persons licensed before January 1, 2026; or
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N39Sb_lv3_6af1d1b5f]			(b) two years after initial licensure and every six years thereafter, for persons initially licensed on or after January 1, 2026
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N39S2_lv2_cb8e6fe9c]		(2) The requirements of this subsection are in addition to any other continuing education requirements and any other requirements for any initial licensure, license renewal, and license reinstatement or reactivation in this article.
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N39SB_lv1_ec456f53a]	(B) A human trafficking awareness and prevention course required by this section:
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N39S1_lv2_d668606fe]		(1) only may be provided by:
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N39Sa_lv3_611f0e17c]			(a) a statewide organization recognized by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to recognize and accredit organizations in South Carolina offering continuing medical education;
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N39Sb_lv3_93981f446]			(b) a statewide organization approved to provide continuing medical education by its national organization which is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education; or
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N39Sc_lv3_e7fb86c7b]			(c) from an organization approved by the State Board of Medical Examiners; and
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N39S2_lv2_5cd25cc37]		(2) must include instruction on:
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N39Sa_lv3_adb1b0f70]			(a) identifying suspected trafficking victims;
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N39Sb_lv3_489b3e332]			(b) laws for reporting suspected trafficking victims; and
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N39Sc_lv3_4b1ebfae5]			(c) providing care and support to potential trafficking victims.
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N39SC_lv1_de68d5316]	(C) The State Board of Medical Examiners shall adopt rules to implement this section.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_9b2fa3d13][bookmark: dl_6d1bbf5ac]SECTION 3.	Article 7, Chapter 47, Title 40 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T40C47N953_c2b28474e][bookmark: ss_T40C47N953SA_lv1_4b84e6a34][bookmark: ss_T40C47N953S1_lv2_17ea48932]	Section 40‑47‑953.	(A)(1) In addition to other requirements of this article, evidence of successful completion of a one‑hour human trafficking awareness and prevention course provided in subsection (B) is a continuing education requirement for the renewal of a physician assistant license. All licensees shall complete this course requirement before:
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N953Sa_lv3_5e0713ab0]			(a) January 1, 2028, and every six years thereafter, for persons licensed before January 1, 2026; or
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N953Sb_lv3_7e807577f]			(b) two years after initial licensure and every six years thereafter, for persons initially licensed on or after January 1, 2026.
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N953S2_lv2_2d440aead]		(2) The requirements of this subsection are in addition to any other continuing education requirements and other requirements for any initial licensure, license renewal, and license reinstatement or reactivation for physician assistants in this article.
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N953SB_lv1_3fff02510]	(B) A human trafficking awareness and prevention course required by this section:
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N953S1_lv2_0c96f6a23]		(1) only may be provided by a continuing education provider approved by the State Board of Medical Examiners; and
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N953S2_lv2_47581433a]		(2) must include instruction on:
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N953Sa_lv3_b9a37962b]			(a) identifying suspected trafficking victims;
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N953Sb_lv3_e1c6c4c63]			(b) laws for reporting suspected trafficking victims; and
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N953Sc_lv3_411f2b8e0]			(c) providing care and support to potential trafficking victims.
[bookmark: ss_T40C47N953SC_lv1_05480ae19]	(C) The State Board of Medical Examiners shall adopt rules to implement this section.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 4.	This act takes effect on January 1, 2026.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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