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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ENACTING THE “SOUTH CAROLINA MEDICAID PROTECTION AND EXPANSION ACT” BY ADDING ARTICLE 10 TO CHAPTER 6, TITLE 44 SO AS TO CREATE A MEDICAID STABILITY FUND TO MITIGATE THE IMPACT OF FEDERAL FUNDING REDUCTIONS; TO FULLY ADOPT MEDICAID EXPANSION UNDER THE FEDERAL PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE CARE ACT; AND TO REQUIRE AN ECONOMIC AND HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT IN COORDINATION WITH HOSPITALS AND HEALTH SYSTEMS.

[bookmark: ew_2ecf4e58a]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_405a457e0][bookmark: citing_act_5f3a5b085]SECTION 1.	This act may be cited as the “South Carolina Medicaid Protection and Expansion Act”.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_4b751be36][bookmark: dl_11eca53a8]SECTION 2.	Chapter 6, Title 44 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_73f007315]Article 10

[bookmark: up_247af40e9]South Carolina Medicaid Protection and Expansion Act

[bookmark: ns_T44C6N1210_a81509f03][bookmark: ss_T44C6N1210SA_lv1_84e37cc05]	Section 44‑6‑1210.	(A) There is created in the State Treasury a fund to be known as the “Medicaid Stability Fund.”
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1210SB_lv1_ba951cb79]	(B) The fund shall be used exclusively to offset reductions in federal Medicaid funding that impact the State of South Carolina or its Medicaid‑eligible populations.
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1210SC_lv1_15f5ca7db]	(C) The fund may receive revenue from:
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1210S1_lv2_3690769fb]		(1) state general fund appropriations;
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1210S2_lv2_31053649f]		(2) budget surpluses;
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1210S3_lv2_a7e66151b]		(3) reallocated funds as authorized by the General Assembly; and
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1210S4_lv2_c1741c735]		(4) gifts, grants, and donations from private or public entities.
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1210SD_lv1_a79b9743a]	(D) The Department of Health and Human Services shall administer the fund and report annually to the Governor and the General Assembly on fund usage, balance, and future projections.

[bookmark: ns_T44C6N1220_9f94e4ecf][bookmark: ss_T44C6N1220SA_lv1_728913b2c]	Section 44‑6‑1220.	(A) The Department of Health and Human Services shall take all actions necessary to fully expand Medicaid eligibility as provided for under the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, including:
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1220S1_lv2_52bfbdef3]		(1) expanding eligibility to individuals earning up to one hundred thirty‑eight percent of the federal poverty level; and
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1220S2_lv2_c91ae9492]		(2) accessing the enhanced federal match rate of ninety percent for new enrollees.
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1220SB_lv1_c689f0548]	(B) The department shall develop an enrollment plan, fiscal impact report, and implementation timeline within ninety days of the effective date of this article.
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1220SC_lv1_aafa68885]	(C) The department shall submit its report and implementation plan to the General Assembly and the Governor within one hundred twenty days of the effective date of this article.

[bookmark: ns_T44C6N1230_be1bb465f][bookmark: ss_T44C6N1230SA_lv1_9f414c5b9]	Section 44‑6‑1230.	(A) The Department of Health and Human Services shall partner with:
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1230S1_lv2_96339939d]		(1) licensed hospital systems;
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1230S2_lv2_e6e8ad79f]		(2) federally qualified health centers (FQHCs);
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1230S3_lv2_dd05f3feb]		(3) public and private universities within the State; and
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1230S4_lv2_e85435f69]		(4) the South Carolina Hospital Association.
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1230SB_lv1_35131cca0][bookmark: open_doc_here]	(B) The partners identified in subsection (A) shall conduct a biannual impact assessment evaluating:
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1230S1_lv2_2ffc0d2a4]		(1) coverage gaps in Medicaid‑eligible populations;
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1230S2_lv2_27a61c647]		(2) uncompensated care costs;
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1230S3_lv2_611eed2fc]		(3) regional health outcomes by county and zip code;
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1230S4_lv2_482e59c6c]		(4) the economic impact of Medicaid expenditures and cuts on local economies; and
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1230S5_lv2_913d24ab7]		(5) workforce needs for Medicaid service providers.
[bookmark: ss_T44C6N1230SC_lv1_6817bd250]	(C) The findings of the biannual impact assessment must be reported to the General Assembly every two years beginning July 1, 2026.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_6db9ca80d][bookmark: severability_3a9548abb]SECTION 3.	If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this act is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such holding shall not affect the constitutionality or validity of the remaining portions of this act, the General Assembly hereby declaring that it would have passed this act, and each and every section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, and word thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs, sentences, clauses, phrases, or words hereof may be declared to be unconstitutional, invalid, or otherwise ineffective.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 4.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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