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Thursday, March 27, 2025 
(Statewide Session) 

 
Indicates Matter Stricken 
Indicates New Matter 
 
 The Senate assembled at 11:00 A.M., the hour to which it stood 
adjourned, and was called to order by the PRESIDENT. 
 A quorum being present, the proceedings were opened with a devotion 
by the Chaplain as follows: 
 
Proverbs 16:21 
 In the Book of Proverbs we read: “The wise in heart are called 
discerning, and pleasant words promote instruction.” 
 Join me as we pray, please:  Gracious and all-loving Lord, we pause 
this morning to offer our thanksgiving for each of these servants here in 
the Senate of South Carolina.  And we particularly reflect today upon all 
of the collective wisdom these women and men bring to benefit the 
people of our State.  May these leaders be unfailingly guided by You, O 
God, in ways that ultimately bring enrichment to all of our citizens.  And 
further, may this Body continually present itself as a model for the many 
others who also serve in public office, at whatever level.  Further, we 
pray this morning that You will be with and keep safe all of our military 
women and men around the globe as they themselves serve the causes of 
freedom.  In Your loving name we pray, dear Lord.  Amen. 
 
 The PRESIDENT called for Petitions, Memorials, Presentments of 
Grand Juries and such like papers. 
 

Call of the Senate 
 Senator PEELER moved that a Call of the Senate be made.  The 
following Senators answered the Call: 
 
Adams Alexander Allen 
Bennett Campsen Cash 
Chaplin Corbin Cromer 
Devine Elliott Gambrell 
Goldfinch Graham Grooms 
Hembree Jackson Johnson 
Kennedy Kimbrell Leber 
Martin Massey Matthews 
Nutt Ott Peeler 
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Reichenbach Rice Sabb 
Stubbs Sutton Tedder 
Turner Verdin Williams 
Young Zell 
 
 A quorum being present, the Senate resumed. 
 

Expression of Personal Interest 
 Senator MATTHEWS rose for an Expression of Personal Interest. 
 

Expression of Personal Interest 
 Senator SABB rose for an Expression of Personal Interest. 
 

CO-SPONSORS ADDED 
 The following co-sponsors were added to the respective Bills: 
S. 254  Sen. Bennett 
S. 307  Sen. Walker 
S. 425  Sen. Rankin 
 

RECALLED 
 S. 502 -- Senator Graham:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO 
REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
NAME THE STRETCH OF KNIGHTS HILL ROAD FROM 
SPRINGDALE DRIVE TO CARTER STREET IN KERSHAW 
COUNTY “STEEPLECHASE THOROUGHFARE OF AMERICA” 
AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS AT THIS 
LOCATION CONTAINING THE DESIGNATION. 
 Senator GROOMS asked unanimous consent to make a motion to 
recall the Concurrent Resolution from the Committee on Transportation. 
 
 The Concurrent Resolution was recalled from the Committee on 
Transportation and ordered placed on the Calendar for consideration 
tomorrow. 
 

RECALLED AND COMMITTED 
 H. 3007 -- Reps. G.M. Smith, W. Newton, Taylor, B. Newton, Pope, 
Pedalino, Hixon, Robbins, Mitchell, Yow, Ligon and Willis:  A 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO MAKE APPLICATION BY THE 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA UNDER ARTICLE V OF THE 
UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION FOR A CONVENTION OF THE 
STATES TO BE CALLED, RESTRICTED TO PROPOSING AN 
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AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION TO 
IMPOSE FISCAL RESTRAINTS ON THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT THROUGH A BALANCED BUDGET 
AMENDMENT. 
 On motion of Senator RANKIN, with unanimous consent, the 
Concurrent Resolution was recalled from the Committee on Finance and 
committed to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 

RECALLED AND ADOPTED 
 H. 4213 -- Reps. Calhoon, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, Bailey, 
Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, Bowers, 
Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Caskey, Chapman, Chumley, 
Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, B.J. Cox, B.L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, 
Davis, Dillard, Duncan, Edgerton, Erickson, Forrest, Frank, Gagnon, 
Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Gilreath, Govan, Grant, Guest, 
Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hartz, Hayes, 
Henderson-Myers, Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, Holman, Hosey, 
Howard, Huff, J.E. Johnson, J.L. Johnson, Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, 
King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Luck, Magnuson, 
Martin, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, McGinnis, Mitchell, 
Montgomery, J. Moore, T. Moore, Morgan, Moss, Murphy, Neese, B. 
Newton, W. Newton, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pope, Rankin, Reese, 
Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, Sanders, Schuessler, Sessions, G.M. 
Smith, M.M. Smith, Spann-Wilder, Stavrinakis, Taylor, Teeple, 
Terribile, Vaughan, Weeks, Wetmore, White, Whitmire, Wickensimer, 
Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
TO RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANT WORK DONE TO COMBAT 
THE SIGNIFICANT PROBLEM OF CHILD MALTREATMENT, 
ABUSE, AND NEGLECT AND TO DECLARE WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 15, 2025, AS CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CENTER DAY IN 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 
 Senator YOUNG asked unanimous consent to make a motion to recall 
the Concurrent Resolution from the Committee on Family and Veterans' 
Services. 
 The Resolution was recalled from the Committee on Family and 
Veterans' Services. 
 
 Senator YOUNG asked unanimous consent to make a motion to take 
the Concurrent Resolution up for immediate consideration. 
 There was no objection. 
 



THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2025 

 4 

 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Concurrent Resolution. 
The question then was the adoption of the Concurrent Resolution. 
 
 On motion of Senator YOUNG, the Concurrent Resolution was 
adopted and ordered returned to the House. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
 The following were introduced: 
 
 S. 506 -- Senator Jackson:  A SENATE RESOLUTION TO 
COMMEND AND HONOR DR. RICHARD A. HOPPMANN FOR HIS 
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE AS PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
ULTRASOUND IN MEDICINE, FOR HIS SIGNIFICANT 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FIELD OF ULTRASOUND MEDICINE, 
AND FOR HIS TIRELESS DEDICATION TO IMPROVING 
MEDICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTHCARE IN SOUTH 
CAROLINA AND BEYOND. 
lc-0117ha-gm25.docx 
 The Senate Resolution was adopted. 
 
 S. 507 -- Senators Peeler, Alexander and Turner:  A BILL TO 
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
AMENDING SECTION 12-6-40, RELATING TO APPLICATION OF 
FEDERAL INTERNAL REVENUE CODE TO STATE TAX LAWS, 
SO AS TO UPDATE THE REFERENCE TO THE INTERNAL 
REVENUE CODE TO THE YEAR 2024 AND TO PROVIDE THAT 
IF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE SECTIONS ADOPTED BY 
THIS STATE ARE EXTENDED, THEN THESE SECTIONS ALSO 
ARE EXTENDED FOR SOUTH CAROLINA INCOME TAX 
PURPOSES. 
lc-0207dg25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
 
 S. 508 -- Senators Verdin, Goldfinch, Martin, Peeler, Bennett, Young, 
Blackmon, Kimbrell, Zell, Nutt, Fernandez, Alexander, Turner, Adams, 
Leber, Corbin, Grooms, Hembree, Rice, Massey, Garrett, Chaplin, 
Cromer, Johnson, Gambrell and Kennedy:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
10-1-165, RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF CERTAIN 
MONUMENTS AND MEMORIALS, SO AS TO EXPAND THE TYPE 
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OF MONUMENTS OR MEMORIALS THAT MAY NOT BE 
RELOCATED, REMOVED, OR DISTURBED, TO WITHHOLD 
DISBURSEMENTS FROM THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND 
FOR ANY COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY THAT VIOLATES THIS 
SECTION, TO PROVIDE FOR THE CARE AND PRESERVATION 
OF MONUMENTS AND MEMORIALS BY CERTAIN PEOPLE OR 
ORGANIZATIONS, TO PROVIDE STANDING TO CERTAIN 
PEOPLE OR ORGANIZATIONS TO BRING A CIVIL ACTION IN 
RESPONSE TO A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION OR TO 
PREVENT SUCH VIOLATION, AND TO PROVIDE FOR 
LIMITATIONS ON THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY 
UNDERNEATH A MONUMENT OR MEMORIAL OR THE 
TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN, 
ACCESS, OR VIEW A MONUMENT OR MEMORIAL. 
sr-0295km25.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
 
 S. 509 -- Senator Hembree:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO 
RECOGNIZE APRIL 1, 2025, AS "HIGHER EDUCATION DAY" IN 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 
sr-0296km-hw25.docx 
 On motion of Senator HEMBREE, with unanimous consent, the 
Concurrent Resolution was adopted and ordered sent to the House. 
 
 S. 510 -- Senator Verdin:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO 
RECOGNIZE APRIL 2025 AS "OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
MONTH" IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 
sr-0302km-vc25.docx 
 The Concurrent Resolution was introduced and referred to the 
Committee on Medical Affairs. 
 
 S. 511 -- Senators Graham, Adams, Alexander, Allen, Bennett, 
Blackmon, Campsen, Cash, Chaplin, Climer, Corbin, Cromer, Davis, 
Devine, Elliott, Fernandez, Gambrell, Garrett, Goldfinch, Grooms, 
Hembree, Hutto, Jackson, Johnson, Kennedy, Kimbrell, Leber, Martin, 
Massey, Matthews, Nutt, Ott, Peeler, Rankin, Reichenbach, Rice, Sabb, 
Stubbs, Sutton, Tedder, Turner, Verdin, Walker, Williams, Young and 
Zell:  A SENATE RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR 
MAJOR JAMES CAPERS JR., A NATIVE OF BISHOPVILLE, FOR 
HIS EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM AND LIFETIME OF SERVICE 
TO THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS AND TO 
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RESPECTFULLY URGE THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES TO AWARD MAJOR CAPERS THE MEDAL OF HONOR 
FOR HIS ACTIONS IN VIETNAM. 
smin-0086mw-mw25.docx 
 The Senate Resolution was adopted. 
 

INVITATIONS ACCEPTED 
 The PRESIDENT ordered the following invitations placed on the 
Calendar: 
Tuesday, April 1, 2025 – 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Members and Staff, Reception, 1114 College Street, hosted by the 
SOUTH CAROLINA BEER WHOLESALERS ASSOCIATION 
  
Tuesday, April 1, 2025 – 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Members only, Reception, Seawell's, 1125 Rosewood Drive, hosted by 
the HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
“BIRD SUPPER” 

  
Wednesday, April 2, 2025 – 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Members and Staff, Breakfast, 112 Blatt Building, hosted by HCA 
HEALTHCARE 
 
Wednesday, April 2, 2025 – 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Members and Staff, Luncheon, State House Grounds, hosted by the 
SOUTH CAROLINA RESTAURANT AND LODGING 
ASSOCIATION “HOSPITALITY DAY” 
  
Wednesday, April 2, 2025 – 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Members and Staff, Reception, SC Farm Bureau, 724 Knox Abbott Dr., 
Cayce, hosted by the SC FARM BUREAU FEDERATION 
  
Thursday, April 3, 2025 – 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Members and Staff, Breakfast, 112 Blatt Building, hosted by the 
SOUTH CAROLINA CONVENIENCE AND PETROLEUM 
MARKETERS ASSOCIATION 
  
Tuesday, April 8, 2025 – 6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Members only, Reception, Goodman Building, State Fair Grounds, 
hosted by THE CITADEL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION "BBQ" 
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Wednesday, April 9, 2025 – 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Members and Staff, Breakfast, 112 Blatt Building, hosted by the STATE 
TREASURER'S OFFICE / FUTURE SCHOLAR 529 COLLEGE 
SAVINGS PLAN 
  
Wednesday, April 9, 2025 – 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Members and Staff, Luncheon, State House Grounds, hosted by the SC 
MANUFACTURERS ALLIANCE - SC TIRE MANUFACTURERS 
COUNCIL 
  
Thursday, April 10, 2025 – 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Members only, Breakfast, 112 Blatt Building, hosted by GOODWILL 
INDUSTRIES OF UPSTATE / MIDLANDS SC 
  
Wednesday, April 23, 2025 – 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Members and Staff, Breakfast, 112 Blatt Building, hosted by the 
SOUTH CAROLINA EMS ASSOCIATION 
  
Wednesday, April 23, 2025 – 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Members and Staff, Luncheon, State House Grounds, hosted by the SC 
FUTURE MAKERS / SC MANUFACTURERS ALLIANCE 
 
Thursday, April 24, 2025 – 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Members only, Breakfast, 112 Blatt Building, hosted by the SOUTH 
CAROLINA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 
(SCEMA) 
  
Tuesday, April 29, 2025 – 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Members only, Reception, Capital Center, 25th Floor of 1201 Main 
Street, hosted by the PALMETTO FAMILY COUNCIL 
 
Wednesday, April 30, 2025 – 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Members and Staff, Breakfast, 112 Blatt Building, hosted by the 
SOUTH CAROLINA INSURANCE ASSOCIATION 
  
Wednesday, April 30, 2025 – 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Members and Staff, Luncheon, State House Grounds, hosted by the 
SOUTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION OF COUNCIL ON AGING 
DIRECTORS 
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Wednesday, April 30, 2025 – 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Members and Staff, Reception, 1208 Washington Place, hosted by the 
SOUTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION FOR JUSTICE 
 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
 Senator DAVIS from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and 
Industry submitted a favorable report on: 
 H. 3947 -- Reps. Hixon, Pedalino, McCabe, Vaughan and Taylor:  A 
BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
AMENDING SECTION 40‑57‑340, RELATING TO BIENNIAL 
CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE 
RENEWAL BY THE REAL ESTATE COMMISSION, SO AS TO 
PROVIDE NONRESIDENT BROKERS AND NONRESIDENT 
ASSOCIATES WHO SUCCESSFULLY SATISFY CONTINUING 
EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS OF THEIR JURISDICTION OF 
RESIDENCE MAY BE EXEMPT FROM THE CONTINUING 
EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS OF THIS STATE WITH 
APPROVAL OF THE COMMISSION. 
 Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 
 

Appointments Reported 
 Senator DAVIS from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and 
Industry submitted a favorable report on: 
 

Statewide Appointments 
Initial Appointment, Advisory Panel for Massage/Bodywork Therapy, 

with the term to commence June 30, 2021, and to expire June 30, 2025 
Massage/Bodywork Therapist: 
Adam Croft Broxton, 7764 Corley Drive, North Charleston, SC 

29418-3119 VICE Jenny Vaughn 
 
Received as information. 
 
Reappointment, Advisory Panel for Massage/Bodywork Therapy, 

with the term to commence June 30, 2025, and to expire June 30, 2029 
Massage/Bodywork Therapist: 
Adam Croft Broxton, 7764 Corley Drive, North Charleston, SC 

29418-3119 
 
Received as information. 
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Reappointment, South Carolina Residential Builders Commission, 
with the term to commence June 30, 2024, and to expire June 30, 2028 

4th Congressional District: 
Hal J. Dillard, 101 Sugar Mill Road, Greer, SC 29650   
 
Received as information. 
 
Reappointment, South Carolina Residential Builders Commission, 

with the term to commence June 30, 2024, and to expire June 30, 2028 
At-Large: 
James G. Graves, 127 High Hampton Drive, Columbia, SC 29209-

1222   
 
Received as information. 
 
Initial Appointment, Office of State Workforce Development, with 

term coterminous with Governor 
Director: 
Rebecca Battle-Bryant, 3198 Princess Pond Road, Summerton, SC 

29148-7293  
 
Received as information. 
 
Initial Appointment, South Carolina State Board of Cosmetology, 

with the term to commence March 20, 2025, and to expire March 20, 
2029 

Nail Technician: 
Tovah Lewis, 114 Twin Ponds Court, Greenwood, SC 29649 VICE 

Melanie C. Thompson 
 

 Received as information. 
 

Reappointment, South Carolina Board of Real Estate Appraisers, with 
the term to commence May 11, 2025, and to expire May 11, 2028 

Licensed or Certified Appraiser: 
Malinda Griffin, 413 Windwood Street, Simpsonville, SC 29680-6585 
 

 Received as information. 
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THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CALL OF THE 
UNCONTESTED LOCAL AND STATEWIDE CALENDAR. 
 

SECOND READING FAILED 
 H. 4002 -- Reps. Burns and Bannister:  A BILL TO DEVOLVE ALL 
OF THE POWERS, DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, ASSETS, AND 
LIABILITIES OF THE GREATER GREENVILLE SANITATION 
DISTRICT TO THE GOVERNING BODY OF GREENVILLE 
COUNTY; AND TO REPEAL ACT 1543 OF 1968, AS AMENDED, 
RELATING TO THE CREATION OF THE GREATER GREENVILLE 
SANITATION DISTRICT. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Bill. 
 
 Senator ALLEN explained the Bill. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Bill. 
 
 The “ayes” and “nays” were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 

Ayes 0; Nays 8 
 

AYES 
 

Total--0 
 

NAYS 
Allen Corbin Elliott 
Martin Nutt Rice 
Turner Verdin 
 

Total--8 
 
 Having failed to receive the necessary vote, second reading of the Bill 
failed. 
 

READ THE THIRD TIME 
SENT TO THE HOUSE 

 The following Bills were read the third time and ordered sent to the 
House: 
 S. 150 -- Senators Blackmon and Graham:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS SO AS TO ENACT THE 
“SOUTH CAROLINA RENTAL KART AGE ACT”; BY AMENDING 
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SECTION 41-18-30, RELATING TO APPLICABILITY AND 
EXCEPTIONS FOR THE SOUTH CAROLINA AMUSEMENT 
RIDES SAFETY CODE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT AN 
INDIVIDUAL IS ALLOWED TO OPERATE A RENTAL KART IF 
THEY ARE EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER OR ARE 
FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AND HOLD A VALID 
DRIVER’S LICENSE OR PERMIT; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 
41-18-40, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS FOR THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA AMUSEMENT PARK RIDES SAFETY CODE, SO AS 
TO MAKE CONFORMING CHANGES. 
 
 S. 233 -- Senators Leber, Kennedy and Zell:  A BILL TO AMEND 
THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING 
SECTION 44‑48‑30, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS OF TERMS 
USED IN THE “SEXUALLY VIOLENT PREDATOR ACT,” SO AS 
TO REDEFINE “LIKELY TO ENGAGE IN ACTS OF SEXUAL 
VIOLENCE.” 
 
 S. 235 -- Senators Kimbrell, Leber and Zell:  A BILL TO AMEND 
THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING 
SECTION 16‑15‑90, RELATING TO PROSTITUTION, SO AS TO 
REVISE THE STATUTE TO PROHIBIT PROSTITUTION BY A 
PROSTITUTED PERSON AND TO INCREASE THE PENALTY FOR 
VIOLATIONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 16‑15‑100, RELATING 
TO PROSTITUTION, SO AS TO REVISE THE STATUTE TO 
PROHIBIT CERTAIN ACTIONS RELATED TO A PERSON WHO 
SOLICITS CUSTOMERS FOR A PROSTITUTED PERSON AND TO 
INCREASE THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 16‑15‑110, RELATING TO VIOLATIONS FOR 
PROSTITUTION, SO AS TO REVISE THE STATUTE TO PROHIBIT 
A PERSON FROM SOLICITING A PROSTITUTED PERSON. 
 
 S. 367 -- Senator Campsen:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 50‑21‑200 SO 
AS TO PROVIDE THAT ABANDONED VESSELS, DERELICT 
VESSELS, AND SUNKEN VESSELS ARE DECLARED TO BE 
PUBLIC NUISANCES; BY ADDING SECTION 50‑21‑210 SO AS TO 
DEFINE TERMS RELATED TO ABANDONED AND DERELICT 
VESSELS; BY ADDING SECTION 50‑21‑220 SO AS TO 
ESTABLISH THE PENALTIES FOR A PERSON THAT CAUSES OR 
ALLOWS A VESSEL TO BECOME AN ABANDONED VESSEL OR 
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A DERELICT VESSEL AND THE PENALTIES FOR 
INTENTIONALLY OR RECKLESSLY CAUSING A VESSEL TO 
SINK; BY ADDING SECTION 50‑21‑230 SO AS TO EXTEND THE 
CORPORATE LIMITS OF CERTAIN MUNICIPALITIES FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF ENFORCING THE ARTICLE; BY ADDING SECTION 
50‑21‑240 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE PROCEDURE FOR 
DECLARING CERTAIN VESSELS ABANDONED OR DERELICT; 
BY ADDING SECTION 50‑21‑250 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
RECEIPT OF BONA FIDE PLANS OF REMOVAL FOR CERTAIN 
VESSELS; BY ADDING SECTION 50‑21‑260 SO AS TO PROVIDE 
THAT A PERSON WHO REMOVES AND DISPOSES OF AN 
ABANDONED VESSEL OR A DERELICT VESSEL MAY 
COMMENCE A CIVIL ACTION AGAINST A RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY; BY ADDING SECTION 50‑21‑270 SO AS TO ESTABLISH 
THE PROCEDURE FOR THE REMOVAL OF VESSELS THAT 
HAVE SUNK; BY ADDING SECTION 50‑21‑280 SO AS TO ALLOW 
FOR THE IMMEDIATE REMOVAL OF CERTAIN VESSELS 
DETERMINED TO BE A SIGNIFICANT NAVIGATIONAL 
HAZARD OR A SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARD; BY 
ADDING SECTION 50‑21‑290 SO AS TO REQUIRE THE 
DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF A WEBSITE AND 
APPLICATION FOR THE REPORTING OF CERTAIN VESSELS; 
BY REPEALING SECTION 50‑21‑190 RELATING TO 
ABANDONED WATERCRAFT; BY REPEALING SECTION 
50‑23‑205 RELATING TO THE SEIZURE OF CERTAIN 
WATERCRAFT; AND BY REPEALING SECTION 50‑21‑10(1) 
RELATING TO THE DEFINITION OF ABANDON. 
 

OBJECTION 
 S. 171 -- Senators Gambrell and Garrett:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING ARTICLE 3 TO 
CHAPTER 75, TITLE 39 SO AS TO PROVIDE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR WASTE TIRE MANIFESTS AND RELATED PROVISIONS; BY 
ADDING ARTICLE 5 TO CHAPTER 75, TITLE 39 SO AS TO 
PROHIBIT THE INSTALLATION OF UNSAFE USED TIRES, AND 
RELATED PROVISIONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 44‑96‑170(E) 
THROUGH (F), RELATING TO WASTE TIRES, SO AS TO 
PROVIDE THAT A COUNTY MAY CHARGE UP TO FOUR 
HUNDRED DOLLARS AS A TIPPING FEE; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 44‑96‑170(N) THROUGH (S), RELATING TO WASTE 
TIRES, SO AS TO AMEND THE COLLECTION OF THE FEE TO 
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INCLUDE USED TIRES, TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPLICATION 
OF THE WASTE TIRE FEE AND RELATED WASTE TIRE FUNDS, 
TO REMOVE THE REBATE PROVISIONS, AND TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A STATEWIDE MARKET 
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR TIRE‑DERIVED PRODUCTS; TO 
DIRECT THE CODE COMMISSIONER TO MAKE CONFORMING 
CHANGES; AND TO DEFINE NECESSARY TERMS. 
 Senator CORBIN objected to consideration of the Bill. 
 

CARRIED OVER 
 S. 318 -- Senators Goldfinch, Alexander, Johnson, Fernandez, 
Gambrell, Stubbs, Grooms, Climer, Leber, Cash, Kimbrell, Davis, 
Young, Peeler, Corbin, Turner, Rice, Verdin, Garrett and Bennett:  A 
JOINT RESOLUTION SO AS TO ENACT THE “COMMISSION ON 
FISCAL RESTRAINT AND GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY”; TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMISSION; TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE COMMISSION'S DUTIES AND 
OBLIGATIONS; TO PRIORITIZE SPENDING CUTS AND 
ESTABLISH A DATE THAT THE SPENDING CUTS MUST BE 
REPORTED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE 
GOVERNOR; TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPORT ON THE 
COMMISSION'S OTHER DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS; AND TO 
SUNSET THE COMMISSION. 
 On motion of Senator PEELER, the Resolution was carried over. 
 

READ THE SECOND TIME 
 S. 307 -- Senators Climer, Kimbrell, Williams and Walker:  A BILL 
TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
ADDING CHAPTER 36 TO TITLE 56 SO AS TO PROVIDE 
GUIDELINES FOR A PEER‑TO‑PEER CAR SHARING PROGRAM, 
TO OUTLINE INSURANCE AND LIABILITY PROCEDURES, AND 
TO PROVIDE DEFINITIONS. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Bill. 
 
 Senator CLIMER explained the Bill. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Bill. 
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 The “ayes” and “nays” were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 
Ayes 41; Nays 0 

 
AYES 

Adams Alexander Allen 
Bennett Cash Chaplin 
Climer Corbin Cromer 
Davis Devine Elliott 
Gambrell Goldfinch Graham 
Grooms Hembree Jackson 
Johnson Kennedy Kimbrell 
Leber Martin Massey 
Matthews Nutt Ott 
Peeler Rankin Reichenbach 
Rice Sabb Stubbs 
Sutton Tedder Turner 
Verdin Walker Williams 
Young Zell 
 

Total--41 
 

NAYS 
 

Total--0 
 
 The Bill was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third 
reading. 
 

RECOMMITTED 
 S. 407 -- Banking and Insurance Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE STATE 
BOARD OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, RELATING TO 
RETENTION OF BANK RECORDS, DESIGNATED AS 
REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5289, PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 On motion of Senator GAMBRELL, the Resolution was recommitted 
to the Committee on Banking and Insurance. 
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RECOMMITTED 
 S. 408 -- Banking and Insurance Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE STATE 
BOARD OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, RELATING TO 
ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFERS, DESIGNATED AS 
REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5290, PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 On motion of Senator GAMBRELL, the Resolution was recommitted 
to the Committee on Banking and Insurance. 
 

RECOMMITTED 
 S. 409 -- Banking and Insurance Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE STATE 
BOARD OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, RELATING TO TERMS 
AND CONDITIONS FOR STATE-CHARTERED CREDIT UNIONS 
TO MAKE ARM LOANS, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 5293, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS 
OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 On motion of Senator GAMBRELL, the Resolution was recommitted 
to the Committee on Banking and Insurance. 
 

RECOMMITTED 
 S. 410 -- Banking and Insurance Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE STATE 
BOARD OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, RELATING TO STATE 
BANK DIVIDENDS, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 5292, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS 
OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 On motion of Senator GAMBRELL, the Resolution was recommitted 
to the Committee on Banking and Insurance. 
 

RECOMMITTED 
 S. 411 -- Banking and Insurance Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE STATE 
BOARD OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, RELATING TO 
AUTHORITY TO ENGAGE IN ACTIVITIES AUTHORIZED FOR 
FEDERALLY CHARTERED INSTITUTIONS, DESIGNATED AS 
REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5283, PURSUANT TO THE 
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PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 On motion of Senator GAMBRELL, the Resolution was recommitted 
to the Committee on Banking and Insurance. 
 

RECOMMITTED 
 S. 412 -- Banking and Insurance Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE STATE 
BOARD OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, RELATING TO INCOME 
AND EXPENSE STATEMENTS RE DIVIDENDS, DESIGNATED AS 
REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5281, PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 On motion of Senator GAMBRELL, the Resolution was recommitted 
to the Committee on Banking and Insurance. 
 

RECOMMITTED 
 S. 413 -- Banking and Insurance Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE STATE 
BOARD OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, RELATING TO RECORD 
RETENTION FOR CREDIT UNIONS, DESIGNATED AS 
REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5285, PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 On motion of Senator GAMBRELL, the Resolution was recommitted 
to the Committee on Banking and Insurance. 
 

RECOMMITTED 
 S. 414 -- Banking and Insurance Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE STATE 
BOARD OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, RELATING TO 
DECLARATION OF DIVIDENDS BY STATE-CHARTERED 
CREDIT UNIONS, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 5286, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 
1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF 
LAWS. 
 On motion of Senator GAMBRELL, the Resolution was recommitted 
to the Committee on Banking and Insurance. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ADOPTED 
READ THE SECOND TIME 

 S. 190 -- Senators Adams, Tedder, Sutton and Devine:  A BILL TO 
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
AMENDING SECTION 31‑12‑30, RELATING TO THE DEFINITION 
OF “REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT,” SO AS TO INCLUDE 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECTS; BY AMENDING SECTION 
31‑12‑210, RELATING TO ISSUANCE OF OBLIGATIONS FOR A 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT BY MUNICIPALITY, SO AS TO 
INCREASE THE TIME LIMIT OF WHICH AN OBLIGATION MUST 
BE ISSUED; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 12‑10‑88, RELATING 
TO REDEVELOPMENT FEES, SO AS TO UPDATE THE 
DEFINITION OF CLOSED OR REALIGNED FEDERAL 
INSTALLATIONS. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Bill. 
 
 The Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry proposed the 
following amendment (LC-190.DG0001S), which was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, by deleting SECTION 3. 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator BENNETT explained the amendment. 
 
 The amendment was adopted. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Bill. 
 
 The “ayes” and “nays” were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 

Ayes 41; Nays 0 
 

AYES 
Adams Alexander Allen 
Bennett Cash Chaplin 
Climer Corbin Cromer 
Davis Devine Elliott 
Gambrell Goldfinch Graham 
Grooms Hembree Jackson 
Johnson Kennedy Kimbrell 
Leber Martin Massey 
Matthews Nutt Ott 



THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2025 

 18 

Peeler Rankin Reichenbach 
Rice Sabb Stubbs 
Sutton Tedder Turner 
Verdin Walker Williams 
Young Zell 
 

Total--41 
 

NAYS 
 

Total--0 
 
 There being no further amendments, the Bill, as amended, was read 
the second time, passed and ordered to a third reading. 
 

READ THE SECOND TIME 
 S. 388 -- Education Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION 
REGULATION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE STATE 
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION, RELATING TO 
PALMETTO FELLOWS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, 
DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5322, 
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, 
TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Resolution. 
 
 Senator HEMBREE explained the Resolution. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Resolution. 
 
 The “ayes” and “nays” were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 

Ayes 41; Nays 0 
 

AYES 
Adams Alexander Allen 
Bennett Cash Chaplin 
Climer Corbin Cromer 
Davis Devine Elliott 
Gambrell Goldfinch Graham 
Grooms Hembree Jackson 
Johnson Kennedy Kimbrell 
Leber Martin Massey 
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Matthews Nutt Ott 
Peeler Rankin Reichenbach 
Rice Sabb Stubbs 
Sutton Tedder Turner 
Verdin Walker Williams 
Young Zell 
 

Total--41 
 

NAYS 
 

Total--0 
  
 The Resolution was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third 
reading. 
 

READ THE SECOND TIME 
 S. 389 -- Education Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION 
REGULATION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE STATE 
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION, RELATING TO LIFE 
SCHOLARSHIP AND SCHOLARSHIP ENHANCEMENT, 
DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5321, 
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, 
TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Resolution. 
 
 Senator HEMBREE explained the Resolution. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Resolution. 
 
 The “ayes” and “nays” were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 

Ayes 41; Nays 0 
 

AYES 
Adams Alexander Allen 
Bennett Cash Chaplin 
Climer Corbin Cromer 
Davis Devine Elliott 
Gambrell Goldfinch Graham 
Grooms Hembree Jackson 
Johnson Kennedy Kimbrell 
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Leber Martin Massey 
Matthews Nutt Ott 
Peeler Rankin Reichenbach 
Rice Sabb Stubbs 
Sutton Tedder Turner 
Verdin Walker Williams 
Young Zell 
 

Total--41 
 

NAYS 
 

Total--0 
 The Resolution was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third 
reading. 
 

READ THE SECOND TIME 
 S. 487 -- Fish, Game and Forestry Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION REGULATION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, RELATING TO 
DEER PROCESSORS AND DONATED DEER PROCESSING FEE 
RECOVERY, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 5330, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 
1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF 
LAWS. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Resolution. 
 
 Senator CAMPSEN explained the Resolution. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Resolution. 
 
 The “ayes” and “nays” were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 

Ayes 41; Nays 0 
 

AYES 
Adams Alexander Allen 
Bennett Cash Chaplin 
Climer Corbin Cromer 
Davis Devine Elliott 
Gambrell Goldfinch Graham 
Grooms Hembree Jackson 
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Johnson Kennedy Kimbrell 
Leber Martin Massey 
Matthews Nutt Ott 
Peeler Rankin Reichenbach 
Rice Sabb Stubbs 
Sutton Tedder Turner 
Verdin Walker Williams 
Young Zell 
 

Total--41 
 

NAYS 
 

Total--0 
 
 The Resolution was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third 
reading. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 S. 11 -- Senators Jackson and Davis:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
8‑11‑150(A), RELATING TO PAID PARENTAL LEAVE, SO AS TO 
AMEND THE DEFINITION OF “ELIGIBLE STATE EMPLOYEE.” 
 

Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.                             
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 S. 32 -- Senators Grooms, Leber, Rice, Reichenbach and Climer:  A 
BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS SO 
AS TO ENACT THE “PREGNANCY RESOURCE ACT”; BY 
ADDING SECTION 12‑6‑3383 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR A TAX 
CREDIT FOR VOLUNTARY CASH CONTRIBUTIONS MADE TO 
A PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER OR CRISIS PREGNANCY 
CENTER AND TO PROVIDE GUIDELINES FOR THE CREDIT. 
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Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.                             
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 S. 76 -- Senators Hembree, Grooms and Young:  A BILL TO AMEND 
THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING 
SECTION 16-8-230, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO 
PROVIDE APPROPRIATE DEFINITIONS; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 16-8-240, RELATING TO USE OF OR THREAT OF 
PHYSICAL VIOLENCE BY CRIMINAL GANG MEMBERS AND 
PENALTIES, SO AS TO ESTABLISH UNLAWFUL CRIMINAL 
GANG ACTIVITY; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-245 SO AS TO 
PROVIDE ADMISSIBILITY OF CRIMINAL GANG AND 
CRIMINAL GANG ACTIVITY EVIDENCE DURING A TRIAL OR 
PROCEEDING; BY AMENDING SECTION 16-8-250, RELATING 
TO PREVENTING WITNESSES OR VICTIMS FROM TESTIFYING 
AND PENALTIES, SO AS TO PROVIDE A MECHANISM TO 
ABATE A PUBLIC NUISANCE OF REAL PROPERTY USED BY A 
CRIMINAL GANG; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-275 SO AS TO 
PROVIDE ADMISSIBILITY IN A CRIMINAL PROCEEDING OF 
THE ACCUSED'S COMMISSION OF CRIMINAL GANG 
ACTIVITY; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-520 SO AS TO PROVIDE 
APPROPRIATE DEFINITIONS FOR THE ANTI-RACKETEERING 
ACT; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-530 SO AS TO MAKE IT 
UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO ENGAGE IN 
RACKETEERING ACTIVITY; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-540 SO 
AS TO PROVIDE CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR ENGAGING IN 
RACKETEERING ACTIVITY; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-550 SO 
AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE CIRCUIT COURT MAY ENJOIN 
VIOLATIONS OF THE ANTI-RACKETEERING ACT BY ISSUING 
APPROPRIATE ORDERS; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-560 SO AS 
TO ESTABLISH JURISDICTION FOR RACKETEERING 
ACTIVITY; BY ADDING SECTION 16-8-570 SO AS TO PROVIDE 
PROTECTION FROM DISCLOSURE OF INFORMANTS; AND BY 
AMENDING SECTION 14-7-1630, RELATING TO JURISDICTION 
OF JURIES, NOTIFICATION TO IMPANEL JURIES, POWERS AND 
DUTIES OF IMPANELING AND PRESIDING JUDGES, THE 
TRANSFER OF INCOMPLETE INVESTIGATIONS, EFFECTIVE 
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DATES AND NOTICE REQUIREMENTS WITH RESPECT TO 
ORDERS OF JUDGE, AND APPEALS, SO AS TO ADD THE CRIME 
OF RACKETEERING TO THE JURISDICTION OF THE STATE 
GRAND JURY. 
 

Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.                             
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 S. 269 -- Senators Turner and Elliott:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 
59‑19‑275 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS WITH MORE THAN FIFTEEN THOUSAND 
STUDENTS MAY USE SECURITY PERSONNEL LICENSED AS A 
PROPRIETARY SECURITY BUSINESS; BY AMENDING SECTION 
40‑18‑60, RELATING TO QUALIFICATIONS OF A LICENSEE, SO 
AS TO ADD PROVISIONS CONCERNING PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS APPLYING FOR LICENSURE; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 40‑18‑80, RELATING TO  QUALIFICATIONS OF 
APPLICANTS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION SHALL 
IMPLEMENT CERTAIN RELATED TRAINING REQUIREMENTS; 
AND BY AMENDING SECTION 40‑18‑140, RELATING TO 
EXCEPTIONS FROM APPLICATIONS OF THIS CHAPTER, SO AS 
TO CLARIFY THAT PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS ARE 
EXCLUDED FROM THESE REQUIREMENTS. 
 

Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.                             
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 S. 270 -- Senators Alexander, Hembree and Adams:  A BILL TO 
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
AMENDING SECTION 16‑3‑29, RELATING TO ATTEMPTED 
MURDER, SO AS TO DEFINE ATTEMPTED MURDER AS 



THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2025 

 24 

COMMITTING AN UNLAWFUL ACT OF A VIOLENT NATURE 
THAT CAUSES INJURY TO ANOTHER WITH MALICE. 
 

Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.                             
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 S. 405 -- Senator Alexander:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 16‑3‑85, 
RELATING TO HOMICIDE BY CHILD ABUSE, SO AS TO 
INCREASE THE AGE OF A CHILD UNDER THIS SECTION FROM 
UNDER THE AGE OF ELEVEN TO UNDER THE AGE OF 
EIGHTEEN. 
 

Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.                             
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 S. 415 -- Senators Young, Elliott, Sutton, Ott, Devine and 
Reichenbach:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE 
OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 63‑7‑20, RELATING TO 
CHILDREN’S CODE DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO ADD THE TERM 
“LICENSED”; BY AMENDING SECTION 63‑9‑1110, RELATING 
TO ADOPTION BY A STEPPARENT OR RELATIVE, SO AS TO 
APPLY TO CHILDREN PLACED WITH RELATIVES OR FICTIVE 
KIN FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADOPTION; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 63‑7‑2320, RELATING TO THE KINSHIP FOSTER CARE 
PROGRAM, SO AS TO LOWER THE MINIMUM AGE OF A 
KINSHIP FOSTER PARENT FROM TWENTY‑ONE TO EIGHTEEN 
AND TO ALLOW THE DEPARTMENT TO USE DIFFERENT 
STANDARDS WHEN LICENSING RELATIVES AND FICTIVE 
KIN; BY AMENDING SECTION 63‑7‑2350, RELATING TO 
RESTRICTIONS ON FOSTER CARE, ADOPTION, OR LEGAL 
GUARDIAN PLACEMENTS, SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING 
CHANGES; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 63‑7‑2400, RELATING 
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TO THE NUMBER OF FOSTER CHILDREN WHO MAY BE 
PLACED IN A FOSTER HOME, SO AS TO REMOVE 
THERAPEUTIC FOSTER CARE PLACEMENT LIMITATIONS 
FROM KINSHIP FOSTER CARE PLACEMENTS. 
 

Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.                             
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 S. 425 -- Senators Davis, Hembree, Ott, Elliott, Jackson and Rankin:  
A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
ADDING SECTION 59‑63‑795 SO AS TO PROVIDE EACH PUBLIC 
SCHOOL DISTRICT ANNUALLY SHALL IDENTIFY THE 
NUMBER OF ITS STUDENTS WHO LIVE IN POVERTY AND 
INCREASE ACCESS TO FREE SCHOOL BREAKFASTS AND 
LUNCHES FOR THESE STUDENTS, TO PROVIDE CRITERIA FOR 
DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY, TO PROVIDE RELATED 
REQUIREMENTS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS, SCHOOLS, AND 
SCHOOL BOARDS. 
 

Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.                             
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 S. 446 -- Senators Young and Elliott:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS SO AS TO ENACT THE 
“ELECTRIC RATE STABILIZATION ACT”; AND BY ADDING 
ARTICLE 24 TO CHAPTER 27, TITLE 58, SO AS TO ALLOW 
ELECTRIC UTILITIES TO REQUEST THE PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMISSION TO ADJUST THEIR RATES ANNUALLY, ADJUST 
UTILITY RATES, ESTABLISH THE BASELINE RATE ORDER 
AND REQUIREMENTS FOR ADJUSTMENTS IN RATES, 
PROVIDE PROTECTIONS FOR CUSTOMERS, AND AUTHORIZE 
AN ADDITIONAL ELECTRIC UTILITY POSITION FOR THE 
OFFICE OF REGULATORY STAFF. 
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Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.                             
 

CARRIED OVER 
 S. 494 -- Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION - 
COMMISSIONERS OF PILOTAGE, RELATING TO 
COMMISSIONERS OF PILOTAGE, DESIGNATED AS 
REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5300, PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Resolution. 
 
 Senator MASSEY explained the Resolution. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Resolution. 
 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Resolution was carried over. 
 

CARRIED OVER 
 S. 495 -- Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION - 
BUILDING CODES COUNCIL, RELATING TO CONTINUING 
EDUCATION FOR CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, 
DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5306, 
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, 
TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Resolution. 
 
 Senator MASSEY explained the Resolution. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Resolution. 
 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Resolution was carried over. 
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CARRIED OVER 
 S. 496 -- Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION - 
SOUTH CAROLINA REAL ESTATE APPRAISERS BOARD, 
RELATING TO SOUTH CAROLINA REAL ESTATE APPRAISERS 
BOARD, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 
5340, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, 
CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF 
LAWS. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Resolution. 
 
 Senator MASSEY explained the Resolution. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Resolution. 
 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Resolution was carried over. 
 

CARRIED OVER 
 S. 497 -- Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION, 
RELATING TO FEE SCHEDULES, DESIGNATED AS 
REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5348, PURSUANT TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Resolution. 
 
 Senator MASSEY explained the Resolution. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Resolution. 
 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Resolution was carried over. 
 

CARRIED OVER 
 S. 498 -- Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION, 
RELATING TO FEE SCHEDULES - BIENNIAL ADJUSTMENTS, 
DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5349, 
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PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, 
TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Resolution. 
 
 Senator MASSEY explained the Resolution. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Resolution. 
 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Resolution was carried over. 

 
CARRIED OVER 

 S. 499 -- Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION - 
STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION, RELATING TO STATE 
ATHLETIC COMMISSION, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 5351, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS 
OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Resolution. 
 
 Senator MASSEY explained the Resolution. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Resolution. 
 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Resolution was carried over. 
 

CARRIED OVER 
 S. 500 -- Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION - 
OFFICE OF ELEVATORS AND AMUSEMENT RIDES, RELATING 
TO OFFICE OF ELEVATORS AND AMUSEMENT RIDES, 
DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5353, 
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, 
TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Resolution. 
 
 Senator MASSEY explained the Resolution. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Resolution. 



THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2025 

 29 

 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Resolution was carried over. 
 

CARRIED OVER 
 S. 501 -- Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION - 
SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF FUNERAL SERVICE, 
RELATING TO SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF FUNERAL 
SERVICE, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 5335, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 
1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF 
LAWS. 
 The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the Resolution. 
 
 Senator MASSEY explained the Resolution. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Resolution. 
 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Resolution was carried over. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 H. 3309 -- Reps. G.M. Smith, Gatch, Herbkersman, Pope, B. Newton, 
Wooten, Robbins, Mitchell, Chapman, W. Newton, Taylor, Forrest, 
Hewitt, Kirby, Schuessler, Yow, Long, M.M. Smith, Hardee, 
Montgomery, Atkinson, Hixon, Ligon, Anderson, Weeks, Willis, Govan 
and Williams:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE 
OF LAWS BY ENACTING THE “SOUTH CAROLINA ENERGY 
SECURITY ACT” (Abbreviated title) 
 

Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.                             
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 H. 3430 -- Reps. B. Newton, Murphy, Caskey, Mitchell, Pope, W. 
Newton, Bannister, Sessions, Jordan, Robbins, Collins, Martin, Lawson, 
Wickensimer, Landing, Long, Hiott, Forrest, Sanders, Teeple, Oremus, 
Hartz, Guest, Pedalino, M.M. Smith, Schuessler, Chapman, Gatch, 
McGinnis, Neese, Hardee, Ligon, Taylor, Willis, Vaughan, Brittain, 
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Erickson, Bradley, Rankin, Hager, Whitmire, Gilliam, Crawford, 
Hewitt, Yow, Hixon, Ballentine, Gagnon and Brewer:  A BILL TO 
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING 
SECTION 11‑7‑70 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE GOVERNOR 
SHALL APPOINT THE STATE AUDITOR WITH THE ADVICE 
AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE; BY AMENDING SECTION 
1‑3‑240, RELATING TO REMOVAL OF OFFICERS BY THE 
GOVERNOR, SO AS TO ADD THE STATE AUDITOR; AND BY 
REPEALING SECTION 11‑7‑10 RELATING TO THE SELECTION 
OF THE STATE AUDITOR. 
 

Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.     
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 H. 3654 -- Reps. Calhoon, Bernstein and Spann-Wilder:  A BILL TO 
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
AMENDING SECTIONS 63‑7‑1990 AND 63‑11‑550, BOTH 
RELATING TO CONFIDENTIALITY OF CHILD WELFARE 
RECORDS AND INFORMATION, SO AS TO AUTHORIZE 
DISCLOSURE OF CASE RECORDS TO COUNTY AND STATE 
GUARDIAN AD LITEM PROGRAM STAFF AND TO THE STATE 
CHILD ADVOCATE; AND BY AMENDING SECTIONS 63‑11‑700, 
63‑11‑1340, AND 63‑11‑1360, RELATING TO CERTAIN DIVISIONS 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY, SO AS TO 
UPDATE REFERENCES TO THE DEPARTMENT AND THESE 
DIVISIONS. 
 

Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.                             
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 H. 3862 -- Reps. Erickson, G.M. Smith, Gilliam, Mitchell and M.M. 
Smith:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF 
LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 59‑40‑50, RELATING TO 
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CHARTER SCHOOL ADMISSIONS PREFERENCES, SO AS TO 
REVISE CRITERIA FOR ADMISSIONS PREFERENCES, AND TO 
ADD PROVISIONS CONCERNING STUDENTS WITH MULTIPLE 
ENROLLMENT PREFERENCES. 
 

Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.                             
 

ADOPTED 
 H. 3790 -- Rep. Moss:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO 
REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DESIGNATE THE PORTION OF WEST MAIN STREET (S-42-227) 
LOCATED IN THE TOWN OF PACOLET IN SPARTANBURG 
COUNTY AS “JAMES ‘PEE WEE’ LAMBERT JR. ROAD,” TO 
ENSURE HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO PACOLET ARE 
REMEMBERED AND CELEBRATED FOR GENERATIONS TO 
COME, AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS 
CONTAINING THESE WORDS. 
 The Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House. 
 
THE CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED CALENDAR HAVING 
BEEN COMPLETED, THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE 
MOTION PERIOD. 
 

MADE SPECIAL ORDER 
 H.  3309--Reps. G.M. Smith, Gatch, Herbkersman, Pope, B. Newton, 
Wooten, Robbins, Mitchell, Chapman, W. Newton, Taylor, Forrest, 
Hewitt, Kirby, Schuessler, Yow, Long, M.M. Smith, Hardee, 
Montgomery, Atkinson, Hixon, Ligon, Anderson, Weeks, Willis, Govan 
and Williams:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE 
OF LAWS BY ENACTING THE “SOUTH CAROLINA ENERGY 
SECURITY ACT.” (Abbreviated title) 
 
 Senator MASSEY moved that the Bill be made a Special Order. 
 
 The Bill was made a Special Order. 
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Recorded Vote 
 Senator MARTIN desired to be recorded as voting against the motion 
to set the Bill for Special Order. 
 

MOTION ADOPTED 
 At 12:03 P.M., on motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate agreed to 
dispense with the balance of the Motion Period. 
 
THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE SPECIAL ORDERS. 
 

AMENDED, READ THE THIRD TIME 
SENT TO THE HOUSE 

 S. 244 -- Senators Massey, Alexander, Rice, Turner, Climer, 
Williams, Bennett, Cromer, Grooms, Blackmon and Chaplin:  A BILL 
TO AMEND CERTAIN PROVISIONS IN TITLES 15, 38, AND 61 
ALL RELATED TO CIVIL CLAIMS, TORT LAW, AND 
INSURANCE COVERAGE. (Abbreviated title) 
 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being 
the third reading of the Bill. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator JOHNSON, under Rule 26B, the Senate agreed 
to take up a further amendment on third reading. 
 

Amendment No. 17 
 Senator JOHNSON proposed the following amendment (SR-
244.KM0041S), which was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 1, by striking Section 
15-38-15(A)(1) and inserting: 
  (1) The trier of fact shall determine the percentage of fault of the 
plaintiff, of the defendant or defendants, and of any nonparty whose 
tortious act or omission occurrence was proven to be a proximate cause 
of the plaintiff’s alleged damages. For purposes of apportioning fault on 
the verdict form, a “nonparty” means an individual or entity who has 
previously settled a claim arising out of the same tortious act or 
occurrence omission with the plaintiff, or if more than one plaintiff, who 
has previously settled with any plaintiff in the same civil action. 
 Amend the bill further, SECTION 1, by striking Section 15-38-
15(A)(5)(a) and inserting: 
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   (a) each defendant is severally liable for his share of the total 
amount of the plaintiff’s noneconomic damages, as defined in Section 
15-32-210, and any punitive or exemplary damages; and 
 Amend the bill further, SECTION 1, by striking Section 15-38-15(B) 
and inserting: 
 (C) (B) The jury, or the court if there is no jury, shall: Within one 
hundred eighty days of commencement of an action, or by leave of court 
for good cause shown, a defendant may move to add to the verdict form 
any person or entity, not otherwise excluded by subsection (C) or (F), 
who may be, or may have been, liable to the plaintiff if the defendant has 
a reasonable basis to believe that the person’s or entity’s act or omission 
was a proximate cause of the plaintiff’s alleged damages, which must be 
set forth in its motion. If the defendant will assert the person or entity 
committed an act of professional negligence, the provisions of Section 
15-36-100 apply, and the affidavit required pursuant to Section 15-36-
100(B) must be filed with the motion. 
  (1) Any party may make any motion at the appropriate time, 
including, but not limited to, a motion pursuant to Rules 12, 50, and 56 
of the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure to dismiss or otherwise 
remove the added person or entity from the verdict form. The court shall 
apply the same standard to the dismissal or removal of an added person 
or entity, as it would to any party. 
  (2) In order for the trier of fact to allocate any or all fault to an added 
person or entity, the defendant bears the burden of proof that the added 
person’s or entity’s conduct was a proximate cause of the plaintiff’s 
damages unless the plaintiff’s pleading is amended to assert a direct 
claim against the added person or entity pursuant to subitem (3). 
  (3) The plaintiff may, within sixty days of the court granting a 
motion pursuant to this section, amend the plaintiff’s pleading to assert 
any claim against the added person or entity arising out of the occurrence 
that is the subject matter of the pending litigation. This provision applies 
notwithstanding any statute of limitations as long as the plaintiff would 
have satisfied the applicable statute of limitations against the added 
person or entity if the plaintiff had named the added person or entity as 
a defendant when the suit was commenced. 
   (a) A person or entity added as a party pursuant to this subitem 
shall be identified as a defendant in the caption of the action. 
   (b) An amended pleading pursuant to this provision must comply 
with Rule 4 of the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure and be served 
on the added party within sixty days of filing the amended pleading. 



THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2025 

 34 

   (c) A party added pursuant to this provision has the same rights 
to defend or plead as a defendant under the South Carolina Rules of Civil 
Procedure. 
  (1) specify the amount of damages; 
  (2) determine the percentage of fault, if any, of plaintiff and the 
amount of recoverable damages under applicable rules concerning 
“comparative negligence”;  and 
  (3) upon a motion by at least one defendant, where there is a verdict 
under items (1) and (2) above for damages against two or more 
defendants for the same indivisible injury, death, or damage to property, 
specify in a separate verdict under the procedures described at subitem 
(b) below the percentage of liability that proximately caused the 
indivisible injury, death, damage to property, or economic loss from 
tortious conduct, as determined by item (1) above, that is attributable to 
each defendant whose actions are a proximate cause of the indivisible 
injury, death, or damage to property. In determining the percentage 
attributable to each defendant, any fault of the plaintiff, as determined by 
item (2) above, will be included so that the total of the percentages of 
fault attributed to the plaintiff and to the defendants must be one hundred 
percent. In calculating the percentage of fault attributable to each 
defendant, inclusion of any percentage of fault of the plaintiff (as 
determined in item (2) above) shall not reduce the amount of plaintiff's 
recoverable damages (as determined under item (2) above). 
   (a) For this purpose, the court may determine that two or more 
persons are to be treated as a single party. Such treatment must be used 
where two or more defendants acted in concert or where, by reason of 
agency, employment, or other legal relationship, a defendant is 
vicariously responsible for the conduct of another defendant. 
   (b) After the initial verdict awarding damages is entered and 
before the special verdict on percentages of liability is rendered, the 
parties shall be allowed oral argument, with the length of such argument 
subject to the discretion of the trial judge, on the determination of the 
percentage attributable to each defendant. However, no additional 
evidence shall be allowed. 
 Amend the bill further, SECTION 1, by striking Section 15-38-
15(C)(3) and (4) and inserting: 
  (3) a person whose fault is imputed to the defendant or whose fault 
is based upon the fault of the nonparty for which a defendant is 
vicariously liable; or 
  (4) a person involved in a case where the causes of action involve 
strict liability.; or  
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 Amend the bill further, SECTION 1, by striking Section 15-38-
15(F)(1), (2), and (3) and inserting: 
 (F)(1) The following are excluded from being added to the verdict 
form pursuant to subsection (B) and from the modified joint and several 
liability contained in subitem (A)(5)This section does not apply:  
   (1)(a) to an action commenced by the State, a State agency, a 
municipality, a county, a local government, a regional public authority, 
a special purpose district, a public utility, or any other governmental 
entity or political subdivision, including, but not limited to, claims 
seeking recovery of public funds, remediation costs, or other damages 
arising from acts or omissions of third parties that result in harm to public 
health, safety, infrastructure, or the environment;  
  (2)(b) to a defendant whose conduct is determined to be intentional, 
including an act or omission that is intentional; or 
  (3)(c) where two or more defendants or nonparties knowingly 
pursue a common plan or design to commit a tortious act or actively take 
part in it. This subitem does not apply to any cause of action arising out 
Section 15-3-710. 
  (2) In an action to recover damages arising under any of the 
exempted items in this subsection, if indivisible damages are determined 
to be proximately caused by more than one defendant, joint and several 
liability does not apply to any defendant whose conduct is determined to 
be less than fifty percent of the total fault for the indivisible damages as 
compared with the total of the fault of all the defendants; and the fault 
(comparative negligence), if any, of plaintiff. A defendant whose 
conduct is determined to be less than fifty percent of the total fault shall 
only be liable for that percentage of the indivisible damages determined 
by the jury or trier of fact.   
 Amend the bill further, SECTION 2, by striking Section 15-38-20(H) 
and inserting: 
 (H) The provisions in this section apply only to causes of action where 
the nonparty tortfeasor was not added to the verdict form pursuant to 
Section 15-38-15(A)(1), or (C), or (F). 
 Amend the bill further, SECTION 3, by striking Section 15-38-30 and 
inserting: 
 Section 15-38-30. In determining the pro rata shares of tortfeasors in 
the entire liability (1) their relative degrees of fault shall not be 
considered; (2) if equity requires, the collective liability of some as a 
group shall constitute a single share; and (3) principles of equity 
applicable to contribution generally shall apply. This section applies only 
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to causes of action where the nonparty tortfeasor was not added to the 
verdict form pursuant to Section 15-38-15(A)(1), or (C), or (F).  
 Amend the bill further, SECTION 4, by striking Section 15-38-40(G) 
and inserting: 
 (G) The provisions in this section apply only to causes of action where 
the nonparty tortfeasor was not added to the verdict form pursuant to 
Section 15-38-15(A)(1), or (C), or (F). 
 Amend the bill further, SECTION 5.A., by striking Section 15-3-
710(F) and inserting: 
 (F) A licensee who affirmatively proves a forensic digital 
identification system approved by the South Carolina Law Enforcement 
Division was used to confirm the validity of the person’s identification 
has not knowingly sold, served, or furnished alcohol to that person for 
the purposes of subsection (F)(E).  
 Amend the bill further, SECTION 11, by striking Section 38-77-
150(A) and inserting: 
 (A) No automobile insurance policy or contract may be issued or 
delivered unless it contains a provision by endorsement or otherwise, 
herein referred to as the uninsured motorist provision, undertaking to pay 
the insured all sums which he is legally entitled to recover as damages 
from the owner or operator of an uninsured motor vehicle, within limits 
which may be no less than the requirements of Section 38‑77‑140. The 
uninsured motorist provision is not required to include coverage for 
punitive or exemplary damages. The uninsured motorist provision also 
must provide for no less than twenty‑fivefifty thousand dollars coverage 
for injury to or destruction of the property of the insured in any one 
accident but may provide an exclusion of the first two hundred dollars of 
the loss or damage. The director or his designee may prescribe the form 
to be used in providing uninsured motorist coverage and when prescribed 
and promulgated no other form may be used. 
 Amend the bill further, SECTION 12, Section 38-77-160, by striking 
the undesignated paragraph and inserting: 
 Automobile insurance carriers shall offer, at the option of the insured, 
uninsured motorist coverage up to the limits of the insured's liability 
coverage in addition to the mandatory coverage prescribed by Section 
38‑77‑150.  In the offer of uninsured motorist coverage, the automobile 
insurance carriers shall offer the insured the option to include coverage 
for punitive or exemplary damages. Such carriers shall also offer, at the 
option of the insured, underinsured motorist coverage up to the limits of 
the insured liability coverage to provide coverage in the event that 
compensatory damages are sustained in excess of the liability limits 
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carried by an at‑fault insured or underinsured motorist or in excess of 
any damages cap or limitation imposed by statute. The underinsured 
motorist coverage is not required to include coverage for punitive or 
exemplary damages. However, in the mandatory offer of underinsured 
motorists coverage, automobile insurance carriers shall offer the insured 
the option to include coverage for punitive or exemplary damages. but 
are not required to include coverage for punitive or exemplary damages. 
If, however, an insured or named insured is protected by uninsured or 
underinsured motorist coverage in excess of the basic limits, the policy 
shall provide that the insured or named insured is protected only to the 
extent of the coverage he has on the vehicle involved in the accident.  If 
none of the insured's or named insured's vehicles is involved in the 
accident, coverage is available only to the extent of coverage on any one 
of the vehicles with the excess or underinsured coverage.  Benefits paid 
pursuant to this section are not subject to subrogation and assignment. 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator JOHNSON explained the amendment. 
 
 The question then was third reading of the Bill. 
 
 The Bill, as amended, was read the third time, passed and ordered sent 
to the House of Representatives with amendments. 
 

Recorded Vote 
 Senator GAMBRELL desired to be recorded as voting in favor of the 
third reading of the Bill. 
 

Statement by Senator GAMBRELL 
 Had I been present yesterday, Wednesday, March 26, 2025, I would 
have vote “aye” on second reading of S. 244. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate agreed to stand adjourned. 
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MOTION ADOPTED 
  On motion of Senators MATTHEWS and WILLIAMS, with 
unanimous consent, the Senate stood adjourned out of respect to the 
memory of Mr. Ronald Benjamin Henegan, Sr. of Marlboro County, 
S.C.  Ronald earned a degree from South Carolina State University, 
a master’s degree in education from Fisk University, a certificate in 
administration from the University of South Carolina and thirty 
hours of graduate work from Winthrop University.  He had a long 
career in education and served as principal for several schools in 
Marlboro County as well as director of Adult and Community 
Education.  Ronald was chairman of the Marlboro County School 
Board for eight years before retiring from education after more than 
forty years of service.  He served on the board of trustees for South 
Carolina State University, was a life member of the NAACP, Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity and South Carolina State University National 
Alumni Association.  Ronald served as president of the board for 
AMKIDS, was a trustee of Shiloh Baptist Church and was president 
of Theta Phi Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. Ronald 
was a loving husband, devoted father and doting grandfather who 
will be dearly missed.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 At 12:43 P.M., on motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate adjourned 
to meet tomorrow at 11:00 A.M. under the provisions of Rule 1 for the 
purpose of taking up local matters and uncontested matters which have 
previously received unanimous consent to be taken up. 
 

* * * 
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