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REPRODUCING OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 
 
Documents appearing in the State Register are prepared and printed at public expense. Media services are 
encouraged to give wide publicity to documents printed in the State Register. 
 
 

PUBLIC INSPECTION OF DOCUMENTS 
 
Documents filed with the Office of the State Register are available for public inspection during normal office 
hours, 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Monday through Friday. The Office of the State Register is in the Legislative 
Council, Fourth Floor, Rembert C. Dennis Building, 1000 Assembly Street, in Columbia. Telephone inquiries 
concerning material in the State Register or the South Carolina Code of Regulations may be made by calling 
(803) 212-4500. 
 
 

ADOPTION, AMENDMENT AND REPEAL OF REGULATIONS 
 
To adopt, amend, or repeal a regulation, an agency must publish in the State Register a Notice of Drafting and a 
Notice of the Proposed Regulation that contains an estimate of the proposed action’s economic impact and gives 
the public an opportunity to comment on the proposal. If requested by twenty-five persons, a public hearing 
must be held at least thirty days after the date of publication of the notice in the State Register. 
 
After the date of hearing, the regulation must be submitted to the General Assembly for approval. The General 
Assembly has one-hundred-twenty days to consider the regulation. If no legislation is introduced to disapprove 
or enacted to approve the regulation before the expiration of the one-hundred-twenty-day review period, the 
regulation is approved on the one-hundred-twentieth day and is effective upon publication in the State Register. 
 
 

EMERGENCY REGULATIONS 
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safety, or welfare. Emergency regulations are effective upon filing for a ninety-day period. If the original filing 
began and expired during the legislative interim, the regulation can be renewed once. 
 
 

REGULATIONS PROMULGATED TO COMPLY WITH FEDERAL LAW 
 
Regulations promulgated to comply with federal laws are exempt from General Assembly review. Following 
the notice of proposed regulation and hearing, regulations are submitted to the State Register and are effective 
upon publication. 
 
 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REGULATIONS 
 
Final Regulations take effect on the date of publication in the State Register unless otherwise noted within the 
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In order by General Assembly review expiration date 
The history, status, and full text of these regulations are available on the  

South Carolina General Assembly Home Page: http://www.scstatehouse.gov/regnsrch.php 

 

DOC.    RAT.   FINAL                        SUBJECT    EXP.       AGENCY HOUSE COMMITTEE SENATE COMMITTEE 

NO.     NO.      ISSUE    DATE        

 
5267    Article 6, Telecommunications Utilities  01/18/2026 Public Service Commission  

5192    R.45.1, Definitions  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  

5193    R.45-2, Instructions and Certification of Managers and 
    Clerks in the Use of Vote Recorders  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  

5194    R.45-3, Tabulating Center Personnel  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  

5195    R.45-4, Certification of Program Instructions  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  

5196    R.45-5, Ballot Envelopes and Fold Over Ballot Cards  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  

5197    R.45-6, Defective Ballot Cards  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  

5198    R.45-7, Ballot Cards, Sealed After Tabulation  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  
5199    R.45-9, Write-in Ballots, Sealed After Tabulation  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  

5201    Emergency Election Procedures  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  

5202    Poll Worker Training; Candidate Withdrawals  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  
5203    Procedures for Electronic Petitions  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  

5204    R.45-10, Retention and Disposition of Certain Voting 

    Records  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  
5205    Reports to State Election Commission by County Boards 

    of Voter Registration and Elections  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  

5225    Retention and Storage of Election Records and Election 
    Equipment  01/18/2026 State Election Commission  

5242    Article 2, Motor Carriers  01/18/2026 Public Service Commission  

5271    Procurement of Appraisal Services  01/18/2026 South Carolina Conservation Bank  

5275    Written Interrogatories and Request for Production of 

    Documents and Things  01/18/2026 Public Service Commission  
5285    Record Retention for Credit Unions  01/18/2026 State Board of Financial Institutions  

5281    Income and Expense Statements Re Dividends  01/18/2026 State Board of Financial Institutions  

5283    Authority to Engage in Activities Authorized for  
    Federally Chartered Institutions  01/18/2026 State Board of Financial Institutions  

5289    Retention of Bank Records  01/18/2026 State Board of Financial Institutions  

5292    State Bank Dividends  01/18/2026 State Board of Financial Institutions  
5286    Declaration of Dividends by State-chartered Credit 

    Unions  01/18/2026 State Board of Financial Institutions  

5293    Terms and Conditions for State-chartered Credit Union 
    to Make ARM Loans  01/18/2026 State Board of Financial Institutions  

5290    Electronic Fund Transfers  01/18/2026 State Board of Financial Institutions  

5302    Investigation of Events Requiring Withdrawal of  

    Certification; Notification of Officer  01/18/2026 South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy  

5304    Sanctions  01/18/2026 South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy  

5320    Insurance Holding Company Systems  01/18/2026 Department of Insurance  
5321    LIFE Scholarship and Scholarship Enhancement  01/18/2026 State Commission on Higher Education  

5322    Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program  01/18/2026 State Commission on Higher Education  

5319    Sign Language Interpreters  01/18/2026 State Board of Education 
5318    Requirements for Certification at the Advanced Level  01/18/2026 State Board of Education 

5337    Dams and Reservoirs Safety Act Regulations;  

    Standards for Stormwater Management and Sediment  
    Reduction  01/18/2026 Dept of Health and Envir Control  
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5343    Office of the Governor – Mining Council of  
    South Carolina  01/18/2026 Dept of Health and Envir Control  

5323    Oil and Gas Exploration, Drilling, and Production  01/18/2026 Dept of Health and Envir Control  

5325    Air Pollution Control Regulations and Standards; South 
    Carolina Air Quality Implementation Plan (State  

    Implementation Plan or SIP); and Standards of  

    Performance for Asbestos Projects  01/18/2026 Dept of Health and Envir Control  
5324    Onsite Wastewater Systems; State Environmental 

    Laboratory Certification Program  01/18/2026 Dept of Health and Envir Control  

5326    Permits for Construction in Navigable Waters  01/18/2026 Dept of Health and Envir Control  
5327    Bureau of Coastal Management, Chapter 30  01/18/2026 Dept of Health and Envir Control  

5328    Bureau of Land and Water Management, Chapter 61  01/18/2026 Dept of Health and Envir Control  

5333    Bureau of Water, Chapter 61  01/18/2026 Dept of Health and Envir Control  

5335    South Carolina State Board of Funeral Service  01/18/2026 LLR–SC State Board of Funeral Service  

5311    South Carolina Board of Genetic Counselors  01/18/2026 LLR-SC Board of Genetic Counselors  

5336    South Carolina Board of Long Term Health Care 
    Administrators  01/18/2026 LLR-Long Term Health Care Admin  

5312    Continuing Education Requirements for PAs  01/18/2026 LLR-State Board of Medical Examiners  

5338    Worker Walkaround Representative Designation  01/18/2026 LLR-OSHA 
5349    Fee Schedules – Biennial Adjustments  01/18/2026 LLR  

5272    South Carolina Board of Examiners in Opticianry  01/18/2026 LLR-SC Board of Ex. in Opticianry 

5339    State Board of Pharmacy  01/18/2026 LLR-State Board of Pharmacy 
5300    Commissioner of Pilotage  01/18/2026 LLR-Commissioners of Pilotage 

5340    South Carolina Real Estate Appraisers Board  01/18/2026 LLR-SC Real Estate Appraisers Board 

5348    Fee Schedules  01/18/2026 LLR  
5301    Continuing Education Requirements  01/18/2026 LLR-State Board of Social Work Examiners 

5351    State Athletic Commission  01/18/2026 LLR-State Athletic Commission  

5306    Continuing Education for Code Enforcement Officers  01/18/2026 LLR-Building Codes Council  

5309    State Board of Cosmetology  01/18/2026 LLR- State Board of Cosmetology  

5276    Practice of Esthetics Generally; and Sanitary and Safety 
    Rules for Salons and Schools  01/18/2026 LLR-State Board of Cosmetology  

5307    Licensure for Out-of-State Applicants  01/18/2026 LLR-State Board of Cosmetology  

5354    Licensing Provisions for Professional Counselor  
    Associate and Marriage and Family Therapy Associates  01/18/2026 LLR-Board of Examiners for Licensure of  

        Professional Counselors, Marriage and 

        Family Therapists, Addiction Counselors 
        and Psycho-Educational Specialists  

5355    State Board of Dentistry  01/18/2026 LLR-State Board of Dentistry  

5310    Units of Credit  01/18/2026 LLR-SC State Board of Registration for  
        Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors  

5334    Board of Examiners for Licensure of Professional  

    Counselors, Marriage and Family Therapists, Addiction 

    Counselors and Psycho-Educational Specialists  01/18/2026 LLR-Board of Examiners for Licensure of  

        Professional Counselors, Marriage and 

        Family Therapists, Addiction Counselors 
        and Psycho-Educational Specialists  

5353    Office of Elevators and Amusement Rides  01/18/2026 LLR-Office of Elevators and Amusement 

        Rides  
5356    Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners  01/18/2026 LLR-Board of Veterinary Medical Examiner  

5332    Wildlife Management Area Regulations; Turkey Hunting 

    Rules and Seasons; and Bear Hunting Rules and Seasons  01/18/2026 Department of Natural Resources  
5329    Additional Regulations Applicable to Specific Properties  01/18/2026 Department of Natural Resources 
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5330    Deer Processors and Donated Deer Processing Fee  
    Recovery  01/18/2026 Department of Natural Resources 

5331    Electronic Harvest Reporting of Big Game – SC Game 

    Check  01/18/2026 Department of Natural Resources  
5341    Access to Restricted Information  01/18/2026 Department of Public Health 

5360    Agritourism and Tourism-Oriented Directional Signing  01/18/2026 Department of Transportation  

5358    Specific Information Service Signing  01/18/2026 Department of Transportation 
5344    Athletic Trainers  01/18/2026 Department of Public Health 

5342    Residential Treatment Facilities for Children and  

    Adolescents  01/18/2026 Department of Public Health 
5350    Standards for Licensing Crisis Stabilization Unit Facilities 01/18/2026 Department of Public Health 

5352    Transfer of DPH Regulations to New Chapter and  

    Amendment to Department of Health and Environmental 

    Control References  01/18/2026 Department of Public Health 

5363    Money Services  01/18/2026 Attorney General 

5365    Securities Exemption  01/18/2026 Attorney General 
5364    Securities  01/18/2026 Attorney General 

5347    Standards for Licensing Intermediate Care Facilities 

    for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities  01/18/2026 Department of Public Health 
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Executive Order No. 2024-34 

 

WHEREAS, the undersigned has been notified of the passing of John M. Spratt, Jr., who previously 

served as a member of the United States House of Representatives from 1983 to 2011, representing the State’s 

Fifth Congressional District; and 

 

WHEREAS, in addition to his dutiful service as a member of the United States House of 

Representatives, including his service as chairman and ranking member of the Committee on the Budget, John 

M. Spratt, Jr. previously served the State of South Carolina as a county and school district attorney and in various 

other state and local capacities; and 

 

WHEREAS, prior to his distinguished public service, John M. Spratt, Jr. served honorably in the United 

States Army; and 

 

WHEREAS, John M. Spratt, Jr. was a dedicated public servant, principled leader, true statesman, 

tireless advocate for his State and his constituents, accomplished attorney and businessman, and devoted 

husband, father, and family man, and his passing warrants the people of this State further recognizing and 

appropriately honoring his extraordinary legacy and lifetime of service to the State of South Carolina and the 

United States of America; and 

 

WHEREAS, Title 4, Section 7(m) of the United States Code, as amended, provides that “[i]n the event 

of the death of a present or former official of the government of any State, . . . the Governor of that State . . . may 

proclaim that the National flag shall be flown at half-staff”; and 

 

WHEREAS, section 10-1-161(B) of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended, provides that “the 

flags which are flown atop the State Capitol Building must be lowered to half-staff on the day on which funeral 

services are conducted” “[t]o honor and pay tribute to . . . current and past members of the United States Congress 

from the State of South Carolina.” 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Governor of the State of South 

Carolina and pursuant to the Constitution and Laws of this State and of these United States and the powers 

conferred upon me therein, I hereby order that the flags atop the State Capitol be lowered to half-staff from 

sunrise until sunset on Wednesday, December 18, 2024, in honor of John M. Spratt, Jr. and in recognition of his 

extraordinary legacy and lifetime of service to the State of South Carolina and the United States of America. 

This Order is effective immediately. 

 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE GREAT 

SEAL OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

THIS 17th DAY OF DECEMBER, 2024. 

 

HENRY DARGAN MCMASTER 

Governor 

 

 

Executive Order No. 2024-35 

 

WHEREAS, the undersigned has been notified of the passing of Kay Patterson, who previously served 

as a member of the South Carolina House of Representatives and the South Carolina Senate; and  

 

WHEREAS, in addition to his dutiful service as a member of the South Carolina House of 

Representatives and South Carolina Senate, Kay Patterson previously served the State of South Carolina as an 

educator, a member of the University of South Carolina Board of Trustees, a commissioner for the South 
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Carolina Department of Highways and Public Transportation, a member of the State Reorganization 

Commission, and in various other state and local capacities; and 

 

WHEREAS, prior to his distinguished public service, Kay Patterson served honorably in the United 

States Marine Corps; and 

 

WHEREAS, Kay Patterson was a charismatic and colorful figure, dedicated public servant, principled 

leader, passionate educator, tireless advocate for his State and his constituents, and devoted father and family 

man, and his passing warrants the people of this State further recognizing and appropriately honoring his 

extraordinary legacy and lifetime of service to the State of South Carolina; and 

 

WHEREAS, Title 4, Section 7(m) of the United States Code, as amended, provides that “[i]n the event 

of the death of a present or former official of the government of any State, . . . the Governor of that State . . . may 

proclaim that the National flag shall be flown at half-staff”; and 

 

WHEREAS, section 10-1-161(E) of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended, provides that “upon 

the death of a person of extraordinary stature, the Governor may order that the flags atop the State Capitol 

Building be lowered to half-staff at a designated time or for a designated period of time.” 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Governor of the State of South 

Carolina and pursuant to the Constitution and Laws of this State and of these United States and the powers 

conferred upon me therein, I hereby order that the flags atop the State Capitol be lowered to half-staff from 

sunrise until sunset on Friday, December 20, 2024, in honor of Kay Patterson and in recognition of his 

extraordinary legacy and lifetime of service to the State of South Carolina. This Order is effective immediately. 

 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE GREAT 

SEAL OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

THIS 19th DAY OF DECEMBER, 2024. 

 

HENRY DARGAN MCMASTER 

Governor 

 

 

Executive Order No. 2024-36 

 

WHEREAS, the undersigned has been notified of the passing of former President James (“Jimmy”) 

Earl Carter, Jr., who dutifully served as the thirty-ninth President of the United States of America; and  

 

WHEREAS, in addition to his service as President of the United States, President Carter previously 

served as Governor of the State of Georgia and as a member of the Georgia Senate; and 

 

WHEREAS, prior to his distinguished public service, President Carter served honorably in the United 

States Navy; and 

 

WHEREAS, during his tenure as President of the United States, President Carter zealously advocated 

for and advanced a variety of significant education- and energy-related initiatives and successfully championed 

legislative efforts designed to enhance environmental protection and the conservation of critical natural 

resources; and 

 

WHEREAS, even after leaving elected office, President Carter continued to contribute his time and 

energy in selfless service to the public, passionately advocating for and effectively advancing a host of charitable 

and humanitarian initiatives and quietly but consistently demonstrating his characteristic but uncommon 

combination of compassion, integrity, and humility in all such endeavors; and 
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WHEREAS, in tribute to the memory of President Carter, and as an expression of public sorrow, the 

President of the United States of America has issued a Proclamation directing that the flag of the United States 

be displayed at half-staff at the White House and on all public buildings and grounds, at all military posts and 

naval stations, and on all naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and throughout 

the United States and its Territories and possessions for a period of thirty days from the day of President Carter’s 

death and appointing January 9, 2025, as a National Day of Mourning throughout the United States and calling 

on the American people to assemble on that day in their respective places of worship to pay homage to the 

memory of President Carter; and 

 

WHEREAS, President Carter was a remarkable man, honorable and inspirational leader, dedicated 

public servant, selfless humanitarian, and devoted husband, father, and family man, and his passing warrants the 

people of this State further recognizing and appropriately honoring his extraordinary legacy and lifetime of 

distinguished service to the United States of America; and 

 

WHEREAS, Title 4, Section 7(m) of the United States Code, as amended, provides that “[t]he flag shall 

be flown at half-staff 30 days from the death of the President or a former President”; and 

 

WHEREAS, section 10-1-161 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended, authorizes the 

Governor to order that the flags atop the State Capitol be lowered to half-staff for a designated period of time 

upon the death of a person of extraordinary stature, for a period of thirty days from the date of death of a former 

President, and for the same designated time when an act of the United States Congress or a presidential order is 

issued to lower flags to half-staff over federal buildings. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Governor of the State of South 

Carolina and pursuant to the Constitution and Laws of this State and of these United States and the powers 

conferred upon me therein, I hereby order that the flags atop the State Capitol and on all state buildings be 

lowered to half-staff until January 28, 2025, in tribute to President Carter’s extraordinary legacy as a 

humanitarian and his lifetime of distinguished and patriotic service to the United States of America.  I request 

that all flags over the buildings of the political subdivisions of this State similarly be flown at half-staff for this 

purpose.  As a mark of respect to President Carter, I further direct that January 9, 2025, shall be designated as a 

Day of Remembrance throughout the State of South Carolina, and I encourage all South Carolinians to reflect 

upon and honor the life and legacy of President Carter.  This Order is effective immediately. 

 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE GREAT 

SEAL OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

THIS 30th DAY OF DECEMBER, 2024. 

 

HENRY DARGAN MCMASTER 

Governor 

 

 

Executive Order No. 2025-01 

 

WHEREAS, certain areas in the southeastern region of the United States, including the State of South 

Carolina, are experiencing or are anticipated to experience hazardous winter weather conditions or a prolonged 

period of cold temperatures, which has increased demand for certain heating fuels and other essential 

commodities; and 

 

WHEREAS, according to the latest forecasts, the anticipated hazardous conditions associated with the 

winter weather event — including a mix of rain, sleet, freezing rain, and snow for portions of the State — have 

the potential to disrupt essential utility services and other critical systems throughout the State of South Carolina; 

and 
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WHEREAS, the maintenance and prompt restoration of utility services and the uninterrupted 

transportation of essential goods, equipment, and products to or from the impacted areas are critical to the safety 

and welfare of the people of the State of South Carolina and those in neighboring States; and 

 

WHEREAS, in light of the foregoing circumstances, the undersigned has determined that it is necessary 

and appropriate to take proactive action to expedite ongoing preparations, facilitate the operation of critical 

utility and transportation services, and mitigate interruptions or delays associated with the same; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations limit, inter alia, the hours of service for 

operators of commercial vehicles, 49 C.F.R. §§ 390 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 390.23, the governor of a State may suspend federal hours of 

service regulations for commercial vehicles responding to an emergency if the governor determines that an 

emergency condition exists; and  

 

WHEREAS, section 56-5-70(B) of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended, provides that 

“[w]hen an emergency is declared which triggers relief from regulations pursuant to 49 C.F.R. [§] 390.23 in 

North Carolina or Georgia, an emergency, as referenced in the regional emergency provision of 49 C.F.R. 

[§] 390.23(a)(1)(A), must be declared in this State by the Governor”; and 

 

WHEREAS, on January 7, 2025, the Governor of North Carolina issued Executive Order No. 6, 

temporarily suspending certain motor vehicle and transportation regulations in connection with the 

aforementioned weather conditions; and 

 

WHEREAS, for the aforementioned and other reasons, the undersigned has determined that it is 

necessary and appropriate to provide additional regulatory flexibility to assist proactively in facilitating and 

supporting the operation of critical utility and transportation services and mitigating or preventing interruptions 

and delays in transporting essential supplies, equipment, and persons to or from any impacted areas in the State 

of South Carolina or in neighboring States.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Governor of the State of South 

Carolina and pursuant to the Constitution and Laws of this State and of these United States and the powers 

conferred upon me therein, I hereby order and direct as follows:  

 

Section 1. Transportation Waivers to Address Winter Weather Conditions 

 

A. I hereby determine and declare that the existing and anticipated threats and circumstances associated 

with the hazardous weather and dangerous conditions described herein and the potential impacts related to the 

same constitute an emergency pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 390.23 for purposes of suspending certain rules and 

regulations, as set forth below, for commercial vehicles and operators of commercial vehicles in accordance with 

49 C.F.R. § 390.23 and section 56-5-70 of the South Carolina Code of Laws.  

 

B. I hereby authorize and direct the South Carolina Department of Transportation (“DOT”) and the 

South Carolina Department of Public Safety (“DPS”), including the State Transport Police, as needed, to waive 

or suspend application and enforcement of the requisite state and federal rules and regulations pertaining to 

hours of service for operators of commercial vehicles operating in accordance with the provisions of any 

emergency declaration issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (“FMCSA”); responding or 

providing direct assistance, as defined by 49 C.F.R. § 390.5, to any emergency conditions in this State or any 

declared emergencies in the State of North Carolina or the State of Georgia or in other States in connection with 

the hazardous weather and dangerous conditions described herein or the anticipated impacts thereof; providing 

direct assistance to supplement state and local efforts and capabilities related to the same; or otherwise assisting 

with the existing or anticipated threats and circumstances associated with these conditions, to include 

commercial vehicles and operators of commercial vehicles transporting equipment, materials, or persons 
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necessary for the restoration of utility services or debris removal and those transporting essential goods and 

products, such as food, water, medicine, medical supplies and equipment, fuels and petroleum products (to 

include fuel oil, diesel oil, gasoline, kerosene, propane, liquid petroleum, and other refined petroleum products 

and related equipment or assets), livestock, poultry, feed for livestock and poultry, and crops and other 

agricultural products ready to be harvested (to include timber and wood chips).  

 

C. I hereby authorize DOT and DPS, as applicable, to apply for or request any additional federal 

regulatory relief, waivers, permits, or other appropriate flexibility deemed necessary, whether pertaining to the 

transportation of overweight loads on interstate highways or otherwise, on behalf of the State of South Carolina 

and to promptly implement the same without the need for further Orders.  

 

D. This Section shall not be construed to require or allow an ill or fatigued driver to operate a 

commercial motor vehicle. In accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 390.23, “a driver who informs the motor carrier that 

he or she needs immediate rest must be permitted at least ten (10) consecutive hours off duty before the driver 

is required to return to such terminal or location.” Likewise, this Section shall not be construed as an exemption 

from the applicable controlled substances and alcohol use and testing requirements in 49 C.F.R. § 382, the 

commercial driver’s license requirements in 49 C.F.R. § 383, or the financial responsibility requirements in 49 

C.F.R. § 387, and it shall not be interpreted to relieve compliance with any other state or federal statute, rule, 

order, regulation, restriction, or other legal requirement not specifically waived, suspended, or addressed herein 

or addressed in any additional or supplemental guidance, rules, regulations, restrictions, or clarifications issued, 

provided, or promulgated by DOT or DPS. 

 

E. Subject to any guidance, rules, regulations, restrictions, or clarification issued, provided, or 

promulgated, or which may be issued, provided, or promulgated, by DOT or DPS, as authorized herein or as 

otherwise provided by law, and notwithstanding the waiver or suspension of certain rules and regulations as set 

forth above, drivers in South Carolina are still subject to the following state requirements to ensure public safety: 

 

     1. Weight, height, length, and width for any such vehicle with a minimum of five (5) weight bearing 

axles on highways or roadways maintained by the State of South Carolina shall not exceed, for continuous travel 

on all non-interstates, United States, and South Carolina designated routes, maximum dimensions of twelve (12) 

feet in width (except as provided in Paragraph 5 below), thirteen (13) feet six (6) inches in height, and ninety 

thousand (90,000) pounds in gross weight. 

     2. Posted bridges may not be crossed. 

     3. All vehicles shall be operated in a safe manner, shall not damage the highways nor unduly interfere 

with highway traffic, shall maintain the required limits of insurance, and shall be clearly identified as a utility 

vehicle or shall provide appropriate documentation indicating they are responding to the emergency. 

     4. Except as provided below, any vehicles that exceed the above dimensions, weights, or both, must 

obtain a permit with defined routes from DOT’s Oversize/Overweight Permit (“OSOW”) Office. To order a 

permit, please call (803) 737-6769 during normal business hours, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., or (803) 206-9566 after 

normal business hours. 

     5. In accordance with federal law, vehicles traveling on non-interstate routes within the National 

Network may not exceed a width of 102 inches or 8.6 feet without a special permit. A special permit for width 

on the National Network is available on DOT’s OSOW website, and a list of routes on the National Network is 

set forth in Appendix A to 23 C.F.R. Part 658. 

     6. Transporters are responsible for ensuring they have oversize signs, markings, flags, and escorts 

as required by the South Carolina Code of Laws and OSOW guidelines relating to oversize/overweight loads 

operating on South Carolina roadways. 

 

F. I hereby authorize DOT and DPS to issue, provide, or promulgate any necessary and appropriate 

additional or supplemental guidance, rules, regulations, or restrictions regarding the application, 

implementation, or enforcement of this Section, or to otherwise provide clarification regarding the same, without 

the need for further Orders.  
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Section 2. General Provisions 

 

A. This Order is not intended to create, and does not create, any individual right, privilege, or benefit, 

whether substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the State of South 

Carolina, its agencies, departments, political subdivisions, or other entities, or any officers, employees, or agents 

thereof, or any other person.  

 

B. If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Order 

is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such holding shall not affect the constitutionality or 

validity of the remaining portions of this Order, as the undersigned would have issued this Order, and each and 

every section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, and word thereof, irrespective of 

the fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs, sentences, clauses, phrases, 

or words hereof may be declared to be unconstitutional, invalid, or otherwise ineffective. 

 

C. This Order shall be implemented consistent with and to the maximum extent provided by applicable 

law and shall be subject to the availability of appropriations. This Order shall not be interpreted, applied, 

implemented, or construed in a manner so as to impair, impede, or otherwise affect the authority granted by law 

to an executive agency or department, or the officials or head thereof, including the undersigned. 

 

D. I hereby expressly authorize the Office of the Governor to provide or issue any necessary and 

appropriate additional or supplemental guidance, rules, regulations, or restrictions regarding the application of 

this Order or to otherwise provide clarification regarding the same, through appropriate means, without the need 

for further Orders. 

 

E. This Order is effective immediately and shall remain in effect for fourteen (14) days or until the 

declared emergency in the State of North Carolina or any declared emergency in the State of Georgia is 

terminated, whichever is less, in accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 390.23 and section 56-5-70 of the South Carolina 

Code of Laws, unless otherwise modified, amended, or rescinded by subsequent Order. 

 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE GREAT 

SEAL OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

THIS 8th DAY OF JANUARY, 2025. 

 

HENRY DARGAN MCMASTER 

Governor 

 

 

Executive Order No. 2025-02 

 

WHEREAS, on January 8, 2025, in preparation for forecasted winter weather conditions and prolonged 

periods of cold temperatures, the undersigned issued Executive Order No. 2025-01, waiving and suspending 

certain motor vehicle and transportation regulations to assist proactively in facilitating and supporting the 

operation of critical utility and transportation services and mitigating or preventing interruptions and delays in 

transporting essential supplies, equipment, and persons to or from any impacted areas; and 

 

WHEREAS, according to the latest forecasts from the National Weather Service, the hazardous 

conditions associated with this winter weather event—including a mix of rain, sleet, freezing rain, and snow for 

portions of the State—are now anticipated to exceed prior projections, with precipitation developing earlier and 

impacting additional areas of the State with greater intensity and accumulation than was previously predicted; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the undersigned has been advised that the aforementioned winter weather event represents 

a significant threat to the State of South Carolina, which requires that the State proactively prepare for the 
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potential impacts and take timely precautions to protect and preserve property, critical infrastructure, 

communities, and the general safety and welfare of the people of this State; and 

 

WHEREAS, in light of the foregoing circumstances, the undersigned has determined that it is necessary 

and appropriate for the State to take additional proactive action and to expedite ongoing operations to prepare 

for and respond to the evolving threats and circumstances in connection with this winter weather event and the 

corresponding hazardous conditions and anticipated impacts associated with the same; and 

 

WHEREAS, as the elected Chief Executive of the State, the undersigned is authorized pursuant to 

section 25-1-440 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended, to “declare a state of emergency for all or 

part of the State if he finds a disaster . . . has occurred, or that the threat thereof is imminent and extraordinary 

measures are considered necessary to cope with the existing or anticipated situation”; and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with section 25-1-440 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, when an 

emergency has been declared, the undersigned is “responsible for the safety, security, and welfare of the State 

and is empowered with [certain] additional authority to adequately discharge this responsibility,” to include 

issuing, amending, and rescinding “emergency proclamations and regulations,” which shall “have the force and 

effect of law as long as the emergency exists”; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 25-1-440 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, when an emergency 

has been declared, the undersigned is further authorized to “suspend provisions of existing regulations 

prescribing procedures for conduct of state business if strict compliance with the provisions thereof would in 

any way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with the emergency”; and 

 

WHEREAS, in addition to the foregoing, section 25-1-440 of the South Carolina Code of Laws 

authorizes the undersigned, during a declared emergency, to “transfer the direction, personnel, or functions of 

state departments, agencies, and commissions, or units thereof, for purposes of facilitating or performing 

emergency services as necessary or desirable,” and to “compel performance by elected and appointed state, 

county, and municipal officials and employees of the emergency duties and functions assigned them in the State 

Emergency Plan or by Executive Order”; and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with section 56-5-70(A) of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended, 

during a declared emergency and in the course of responding to the emergency, requirements relating to 

registration, permitting, length, width, weight, and load are suspended for commercial and utility vehicles 

traveling on non-interstate routes for up to one hundred twenty (120) days, provided that such vehicles do not 

exceed a gross weight of ninety thousand (90,000) pounds and do not exceed a width of twelve (12) feet, and 

requirements relating to time of service suspensions for commercial and utility vehicles traveling on interstate 

and non-interstate routes are suspended for up to thirty (30) days, unless extended for additional periods pursuant 

to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations limit, inter alia, the hours of service for 

operators of commercial vehicles, 49 C.F.R. §§ 390 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 390.23, the governor of a State may suspend federal hours of 

service regulations for commercial vehicles responding to an emergency if the governor determines that an 

emergency condition exists; and  

 

WHEREAS, section 56-5-70(B) of the South Carolina Code of Laws further provides that “[w]hen an 

emergency is declared which triggers relief from regulations pursuant to 49 C.F.R. [§] 390.23 in North Carolina 

or Georgia, an emergency, as referenced in the regional emergency provision of 49 C.F.R. [§] 390.23(a)(1)(A), 

must be declared in this State by the Governor”; and 
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WHEREAS, recognizing that the maintenance and prompt restoration of utility services and the 

uninterrupted transportation of essential goods, equipment, and products to or from the impacted areas are 

critical to the safety and welfare of the people of South Carolina and neighboring States, the undersigned has 

determined that it is necessary and appropriate for the State of South Carolina to expedite ongoing preparations 

and support further emergency management, response, recovery, and relief efforts by providing additional 

regulatory flexibility to facilitate the operation of critical transportation services; and 

 

WHEREAS, for the aforementioned and other reasons, and in recognition and furtherance of the 

undersigned’s responsibility to provide for and ensure the health, safety, security, and welfare of the people of 

the State of South Carolina, after conferring with the relevant state and federal agencies, officials, and experts, 

the undersigned has determined that the hazardous weather and dangerous conditions described herein and the 

anticipated impacts associated therewith constitute an actual or imminent emergency for portions of the State of 

South Carolina and that extraordinary measures are necessary to cope with the existing or anticipated situation. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Governor of the State of South 

Carolina and pursuant to the Constitution and Laws of this State and of these United States and the powers 

conferred upon me therein, I hereby declare that a State of Emergency exists in South Carolina. Accordingly, for 

the foregoing reasons and in accordance with the cited authorities and other applicable law, I further order and 

direct as follows:  

 

Section 1. Emergency Measures to Address Winter Weather Event and Related 

Hazardous Conditions  

 

A. I hereby activate the South Carolina Emergency Operations Plan (“Plan”), as approved by Executive 

Order No. 2023-11, and direct that the Plan be further placed into effect and that all prudent preparations be 

taken at the individual, local, and state levels to prepare for and respond to the hazardous weather and dangerous 

conditions described herein and the ongoing and anticipated impacts associated with the same. I further direct 

the utilization of all available resources of state government as reasonably necessary to address the current State 

of Emergency. In accordance with Section 1(E) of Executive Order No. 2023-11, “[a]ll departments or agencies 

of the State shall execute, without delay, the emergency functions so designated in the Plan, or as further ordered 

or otherwise directed by the undersigned, during any emergency or disaster through the initial use of existing 

department or agency appropriations and all necessary department or agency personnel, regardless of normal 

duty assignment.” 

 

B. I hereby place specified units or personnel, or both, of the South Carolina National Guard on State 

Active Duty, pursuant to section 25-1-1840 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended, and direct the 

Adjutant General to issue any supplemental orders he deems necessary and appropriate. I further order the 

activation of South Carolina National Guard personnel and the utilization of appropriate equipment, in the 

discretion of the Adjutant General and in coordination with the Director of the South Carolina Emergency 

Management Division (“EMD”), to take necessary and prudent actions to assist the people of this State. I 

authorize Dual Status Command, as necessary, to allow the Adjutant General or his designee to serve as 

commander over both federal (Title 10) and state forces (National Guard in Title 32 status or State Active Duty 

status, or both). 

 

C. I hereby order that all licensing and registration requirements regarding private security personnel 

or companies contracting with South Carolina security companies in protecting property and restoring essential 

services in South Carolina shall be suspended, and I direct the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division 

(“SLED”) to initiate an emergency registration process for those personnel or companies for a period specified, 

and in a manner deemed appropriate, by the Chief of SLED.  

 

D. I hereby authorize and direct any agency within the undersigned’s Cabinet or any other department 

within the Executive Branch, as defined by section 1-30-10 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended, 

through its respective director or secretary, to waive or “suspend provisions of existing regulations prescribing 
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procedures for conduct of state business if strict compliance with the provisions thereof would in any way 

prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with the emergency,” in accordance with section 25-1-440 

of the South Carolina Code of Laws and other applicable law. 

 

E. I hereby authorize and direct state agencies and departments to utilize the emergency procurement 

procedures set forth in section 11-35-1570 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended, and any regulations 

issued pursuant thereto, as necessary and appropriate, to facilitate and expedite the acquisition of any critical 

materials, resources, or services during the State of Emergency. 

 

F. I hereby declare that the prohibitions against price gouging pursuant to section 39-5-145 of the South 

Carolina Code of Laws, as amended, are in effect and shall remain in effect for the duration of the State of 

Emergency. 

 

G. I hereby waive the requirement of a written mutual aid agreement for law enforcement services 

authorized by the Law Enforcement Assistance and Support Act, codified as amended in Title 23, Chapter 20 of 

the South Carolina Code of Laws, during the State of Emergency in accordance with section 23-20-60 of the 

South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended. 

 

H. I hereby order and direct that state agencies and departments, including state-supported colleges, 

universities, and technical colleges, in Richland County and Lexington County shall operate on an abbreviated 

schedule and close state government offices in said counties at noon on January 10, 2025, to ensure the safety 

of state employees and the general public. I further authorize and direct state agencies and departments, including 

state-supported colleges, universities, and technical colleges, in all other counties in the State to follow county 

government closure determinations, consistent with the normal state procedure associated with hazardous 

weather conditions, for purposes of closing state government offices in any such counties or operating the same 

on an abbreviated schedule. Emergency or other critical personnel designated and determined by, and in the sole 

discretion of, the corresponding Agency Head, or their designee, as essential or mission-critical to the State’s 

preparation for, response to, or recovery from emergency conditions, or otherwise necessary to serve the State 

of South Carolina or to ensure the continuity of critical operations of state government, may still be required to 

report to work. State agencies and departments shall utilize, to the maximum extent possible, telecommuting or 

work-from-home options for non-essential employees. Notwithstanding the foregoing, pursuant to section 

25-1-440 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as well as other applicable law, I hereby prohibit any county, 

municipality, or other political subdivision of the State of South Carolina from restricting access by essential 

state employees to any location or facility that is occupied or utilized, in whole or in part, by any state agency 

or department. Accordingly, I hereby direct that any such county, municipality, or other political subdivision of 

the State shall authorize, allow, and provide access to said locations or facilities by any state agency or 

department, and the officials and employees thereof, as deemed necessary and appropriate and in the manner 

prescribed by the state agency or department so as to ensure the uninterrupted performance and provision of 

emergency, essential, or otherwise mission-critical government functions and services during the State of 

Emergency. 

 

Section 2. Transportation Waivers to Facilitate Emergency Management  

 

A. I hereby determine and declare that the existing and anticipated threats and circumstances associated 

with the hazardous weather and dangerous conditions described herein and the potential impacts related to the 

same constitute an emergency pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 390.23 for purposes of suspending certain rules and 

regulations, as set forth below, for commercial vehicles and operators of commercial vehicles in accordance with 

49 C.F.R. § 390.23 and section 56-5-70 of the South Carolina Code of Laws.  

 

B. I hereby authorize and direct the South Carolina Department of Transportation (“DOT”) and the 

South Carolina Department of Public Safety (“DPS”), including the State Transport Police, as needed, to waive 

or suspend application and enforcement of the requisite state and federal rules and regulations pertaining to 

hours of service for operators of commercial vehicles operating in accordance with the provisions of any 
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emergency declaration issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (“FMCSA”); responding or 

providing direct assistance, as defined by 49 C.F.R. § 390.5, to any emergency conditions in this State or any 

declared emergencies in the State of North Carolina or the State of Georgia or in other States in connection with 

the hazardous weather and dangerous conditions described herein or the anticipated impacts thereof; providing 

direct assistance to supplement state and local efforts and capabilities related to the same; or otherwise assisting 

with the existing or anticipated threats and circumstances associated with this event, to include commercial 

vehicles and operators of commercial vehicles transporting equipment, materials, or persons necessary for the 

restoration of utility services or debris removal and those transporting essential goods and products, such as 

food, water, medicine, medical supplies and equipment, fuels and petroleum products (to include fuel oil, diesel 

oil, gasoline, kerosene, propane, liquid petroleum, and other refined petroleum products and related equipment 

or assets), livestock, poultry, feed for livestock and poultry, and crops and other agricultural products ready to 

be harvested (to include timber and wood chips).  

 

C. I hereby authorize DOT and DPS, as applicable, to apply for or request any additional federal 

regulatory relief, waivers, permits, or other appropriate flexibility deemed necessary, whether pertaining to the 

transportation of overweight loads on interstate highways or otherwise, on behalf of the State of South Carolina 

and to promptly implement the same without the need for further Orders.  

 

D. This Section shall not be construed to require or allow an ill or fatigued driver to operate a 

commercial motor vehicle. In accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 390.23, “a driver who informs the motor carrier that 

he or she needs immediate rest must be permitted at least ten (10) consecutive hours off duty before the driver 

is required to return to such terminal or location.” Likewise, this Section shall not be construed as an exemption 

from the applicable controlled substances and alcohol use and testing requirements in 49 C.F.R. § 382, the 

commercial driver’s license requirements in 49 C.F.R. § 383, or the financial responsibility requirements in 49 

C.F.R. § 387, and it shall not be interpreted to relieve compliance with any other state or federal statute, rule, 

order, regulation, restriction, or other legal requirement not specifically waived, suspended, or addressed herein 

or addressed in any additional or supplemental guidance, rules, regulations, restrictions, or clarifications issued, 

provided, or promulgated by DOT or DPS. 

 

E. Subject to any guidance, rules, regulations, restrictions, or clarification issued, provided, or 

promulgated, or which may be issued, provided, or promulgated, by DOT or DPS, as authorized herein or as 

otherwise provided by law, and notwithstanding the waiver or suspension of certain rules and regulations as set 

forth above, drivers in South Carolina are still subject to the following state requirements to ensure public safety: 

 

1. Weight, height, length, and width for any such vehicle with a minimum of five (5) weight bearing 

axles on highways or roadways maintained by the State of South Carolina shall not exceed, for continuous 

travel on all non-interstates, United States, and South Carolina designated routes, maximum dimensions of 

twelve (12) feet in width (except as provided in Paragraph 5 below), thirteen (13) feet six (6) inches in 

height, and ninety thousand (90,000) pounds in gross weight. 

2. Posted bridges may not be crossed. 

3. All vehicles shall be operated in a safe manner, shall not damage the highways nor unduly interfere 

with highway traffic, shall maintain the required limits of insurance, and shall be clearly identified as a utility 

vehicle or shall provide appropriate documentation indicating they are responding to the emergency. 

4. Except as provided below, any vehicles that exceed the above dimensions, weights, or both, must 

obtain a permit with defined routes from DOT’s Oversize/Overweight Permit (“OSOW”) Office. To order a 

permit, please call (803) 737-6769 during normal business hours, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., or (803) 206-9566 

after normal business hours. 

5. In accordance with federal law, vehicles traveling on non-interstate routes within the National 

Network may not exceed a width of 102 inches or 8.6 feet without a special permit. A special permit for 

width on the National Network is available on DOT’s OSOW website, and a list of routes on the National 

Network is set forth in Appendix A to 23 C.F.R. Part 658. 
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6. Transporters are responsible for ensuring they have oversize signs, markings, flags, and escorts 

as required by the South Carolina Code of Laws and OSOW guidelines relating to oversize/overweight loads 

operating on South Carolina roadways. 

 

F. I hereby authorize DOT and DPS to issue, provide, or promulgate any necessary and appropriate 

additional or supplemental guidance, rules, regulations, or restrictions regarding the application, 

implementation, or enforcement of this Section, or to otherwise provide clarification regarding the same, without 

the need for further Orders.  

 

G. I hereby authorize and direct DPS, including the South Carolina Highway Patrol, as needed, to waive 

or suspend, in whole or in part, operation of the requisite rules and regulations, to include Regulation 38–600 of 

the South Carolina Code of Regulations, pertaining to the use of the South Carolina Highway Patrol Wrecker 

Rotation List. 

 

H. This Section is effective immediately and shall remain in effect for fourteen (14) days or the duration 

of the emergency, whichever is less, in accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 390.23 and section 56-5-70(D) of the South 

Carolina Code of Laws, except that requirements relating to registration, permitting, length, width, weight, and 

load are suspended for commercial and utility vehicles traveling on non-interstate routes for up to one hundred 

twenty (120) days, pursuant to the provisions of section 56-5-70 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, unless 

otherwise modified, amended, or rescinded by subsequent Order.  

 

Section 3. General Provisions 

 

A. This Order is not intended to create, and does not create, any individual right, privilege, or benefit, 

whether substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the State of South 

Carolina, its agencies, departments, political subdivisions, or other entities, or any officers, employees, or agents 

thereof, or any other person.  

 

B. If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Order 

is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such holding shall not affect the constitutionality or 

validity of the remaining portions of this Order, as the undersigned would have issued this Order, and each and 

every section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, and word thereof, irrespective of 

the fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs, sentences, clauses, phrases, 

or words hereof may be declared to be unconstitutional, invalid, or otherwise ineffective. 

 

C. This Order shall be implemented consistent with and to the maximum extent provided by applicable 

law and shall be subject to the availability of appropriations. This Order shall not be interpreted, applied, 

implemented, or construed in a manner so as to impair, impede, or otherwise affect the authority granted by law 

to an executive agency or department, or the officials or head thereof, including the undersigned. 

 

D. I hereby expressly authorize the Office of the Governor to provide or issue any necessary and 

appropriate additional or supplemental guidance, rules, regulations, or restrictions regarding the application of 

this Order or to otherwise provide clarification regarding the same, through appropriate means, without the need 

for further Orders. 

 

E. This Order is effective immediately and shall remain in effect for a period of fifteen (15) days unless 

otherwise expressly stated herein or modified, amended, or rescinded by subsequent Order. Further 

proclamations, orders, and directives deemed necessary to ensure the fullest possible protection of life and 

property during this State of Emergency shall be issued orally by the undersigned and thereafter reduced to 

writing and published for dissemination within the succeeding 24-hour period.   
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GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE GREAT 

SEAL OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 

THIS 10th DAY OF JANUARY, 2025. 

 

HENRY DARGAN MCMASTER 

Governor 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 

NOTICE OF GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST 

 

Section IV of R.61-98, the State Underground Petroleum Environmental Response Bank (SUPERB) Site 

Rehabilitation and Fund Access Regulation, requires that the South Carolina Department of Environmental 

Services (Department) evaluate and certify site rehabilitation contractors to perform site rehabilitation of releases 

from underground storage tanks under the State Underground Petroleum Environmental Response Bank 

(SUPERB) Act.  

 

Class I Contractors perform work involving the collection and interpretation of investigative data; the evaluation 

of risk; and/or the design and implementation of corrective action plans. Class I applicants must satisfy 

registration requirements for a Professional Engineer or Geologist in South Carolina. Class II Contractors 

perform work involving routine investigative activities (e.g., soil or ground water sampling, well installation, 

aquifer testing) where said activities do not require interpretation of the data and are performed in accordance 

with established regulatory or industry standards. 

 

Pursuant to Section IV.B.1., the Department is required to place a list of those contractors requesting certification 

on public notice and accept comments from the public for a period of thirty (30) days. If you wish to provide 

comments regarding the companies and/or individuals listed below, please submit your comments in writing, no 

later than February 24, 2025, to: 

 

Contractor Certification Program 

South Carolina Department of Environmental Services 

Bureau of Land and Waste Management - Underground Storage Tank Program 

Attn: Michelle Dennison 

2600 Bull Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 

 

The following company has applied for certification as Underground Storage Tank Site Rehabilitation 

Contractor: 

 

Class I 

 

Evans Environmental Consulting, LLC 

Attn: Edward Evans 

PO Box 12635 

Charleston, SC 29412 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION 

BUILDING CODES COUNCIL 

 

NOTICE OF GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST 

 

Notice is hereby given that, in accordance with Section 6-9-40 of the 1976 Code of Laws of South Carolina, as 

amended, the South Carolina Building Codes Council intends to modify and adopt the following building codes 

for use in the State of South Carolina:  

 

Mandatory codes include the: 

2024 Edition of the International Building Code; 

2024 Edition of the International Residential Code; 

2024 Edition of the International Fire Code; 
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2024 Edition of the International Plumbing Code; 

2024 Edition of the International Mechanical Code; 

2024 Edition of the International Fuel Gas Code; 

2023 Edition of the National Electrical Code. 

 

Interested persons may submit written comments from February 3, 2025 until August 4, 2025, to: 

 

Contact.BCC@llr.sc.gov 

 

South Carolina Building Codes Council 

PO Box 11329 

Columbia, SC 29211-1329 

 

Additional information and the Modification Request form may be found on the Council’s website at 

www.llr.sc.gov/bcc. 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION 

OFFICE OF OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH 

 

NOTICE OF GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH STANDARDS 

 

South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation (SCDLLR) does hereby give notice under 

Section 41-15-220, SC Code of Laws, 1976, as amended, that a public hearing will be held at 10:00 AM on 

March 6, 2025 at 121 Executive Center Drive, Suite 200, Columbia, SC 29210. Interested persons will be given 

the opportunity to appear and present their views on the occupational safety and health standards being 

considered for adoption. 

The hearing is to determine if the Director of the SCDLLR will promulgate, revoke, or modify rules and 

regulations pursuant to Section 41-15-210, SC Code of Laws, 1976. The standards being revised and considered 

for adoption are Article 1, Subarticle 6, Section 1910.1200, Hazard Communication Standard and Subarticle 7, 

Section 1926.95 (c), Construction Personal Protective Equipment. OSHA is correcting several inadvertent errors 

in its Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) which were published in the Federal Register on May 20, 2024. 

The agency has identified several errors in the regulatory text and appendices to the HCS which pertain to the 

classification of hazardous chemicals and information presented on labels and Safety Data Sheets (SDSs). The 

agency believes these errors, although minor and primarily typographical in nature, should be addressed 

expeditiously to avoid confusion or unnecessary costs in the regulated community due to incorporation of errors 

on labels and SDSs. Additionally, OSHA is finalizing revisions to its personal protective equipment (PPE) 

standard for construction, at 29 CFR 1926.95 (c), to explicitly state that PPE must fit properly. This revision will 

align the language in the PPE standard for construction with the corresponding language in OSHA’s PPE 

standards for general industry and shipyards and affirm OSHA’s interpretation of its PPE standard for 

construction as requiring properly fitting PPE. Properly fitting PPE is a critical element of an effective 

occupational safety and health program. PPE must fit properly to provide appropriate protection to employees 

from workplace hazards. Improperly fitting PPE may fail to provide any protection to an employee, reduce the 

effectiveness of protection, present additional hazards, or discourage employees from using such equipment in 

the workplace. 

Any omissions or corrections to the occupational safety and health standards being considered for adoption 

published in the FEDERAL REGISTER prior to this hearing may be presented at this hearing. These revisions 

mailto:Contact.BCC@llr.sc.gov
http://www.llr.sc.gov/bcc
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are necessary to comply with federal law and copies of them can be obtained or reviewed at the SCDLLR during 

normal business hours by contacting the OSHA office at 803-896-5811.  

 

Persons desiring either to speak at the hearing or to have their views submitted on the record, if they cannot 

appear, must file with the Director of the SCDLLR either a notice of intention to appear or a summary of their 

views on the matter no later than February 24, 2025. 

 

                Emily Farr, Director 

                SCDLLR 

                PO Box 11329 

                Columbia, SC 29211-1329 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

 

NOTICE OF GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST 

 

In accordance with Section 44-7-200(D), Code of Laws of South Carolina, the public is hereby notified that a 

Certificate of Need application has been accepted for filing and publication on January 24, 2025, for the 

following project(s). After the application is deemed complete, affected persons will be notified that the review 

cycle has begun. For further information, please contact Certificate of Need Program, 2100 Bull Street, 

Columbia, South Carolina 29201, at (803) 545-4200, or by email at coninfo@dph.sc.gov. 

 

The Department did not receive any new applications for filing. 

 

In accordance with Section 44-7-210(A), Code of Laws of South Carolina, and Regulation 61-15, the public and 

affected persons are hereby notified that for the following projects, applications have been deemed complete, 

and the review cycle has begun. A proposed decision will be made no earlier than 30 days, but no later than 90 

days, from January 24, 2025. “Affected persons” have 30 days from the above date to submit requests for a 

public hearing to Certificate of Need Program, 2100 Bull Street, Columbia, South Carolina 29201. If a public 

hearing is timely requested, the Department’s decision will be made after the public hearing, but no later than 

120 days from the above date. For further information call (803) 545-4200 or email coninfo@dph.sc.gov. 

 

Affecting Aiken, Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort, Charleston, Colleton, Edgefield, Hampton, 

Jasper, McCormick, and Orangeburg Counties  

Trusted Ally Home Care - South Carolina LLC d/b/a Trusted Ally Home Care 

Establishment of a Specialty Home Health Agency limited to nursing services in Aiken, Allendale, Bamberg, 

Barnwell, Beaufort, Charleston, Colleton, Edgefield, Hampton, Jasper, McCormick, and Orangeburg Counties 

at a total project cost of $78,629.00. 

 

Affecting Aiken, Barnwell, Orangeburg, Bamberg, Allendale, and Edgefield Counties  

Atomic Workers Alliance, LLC 

Establishment of a Specialty Home Health Agency limited to nursing services in Aiken, Barnwell, Orangeburg, 

Bamberg, Allendale, and Edgefield Counties at a total project cost of $18,940.23. 

 

Affecting Beaufort County  

South of Broad Healthcare d/b/a Bluffton Community Hospital 

Construction for the establishment of a new 28 acute care bed hospital through transfer of 28 acute care beds 

from the affiliate Beaufort Memorial Hospital at a total project cost of $9,293,936.00. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:coninfo@dhec.sc.gov
mailto:coninfo@dph.sc.gov
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Document No. 5370 

CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 

CHAPTER 27 

Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 46-37-20 

 

27-1 through 27-8. Bee Regulations. 

 

Preamble: 

 

The proposed changes and updates to Regulations 27-1 through 27-8 are based upon the need to provide greater 

efficiency within Clemson and to provide greater clarity to user groups and consumers. 

 

Section-by-Section Discussion: 

 

27-1. Definitions. 

Delete and add new text as indicated. 

 

27-2. Quarantine Imposed on Areas Where Disease Exists. 

Delete section and add new text as indicated. 

 

27-3. Prohibition Against Exposure of Bees and Fixtures to Infected Areas. 

Delete section and add new text as indicated. 

 

27-4. Restrictions on Transactions Involving Queen Bees and Attendants. 

Delete section and add new text as indicated. 

 

27-5. Restrictions on Shipments of Honey from Apiary Infected with American Foulbrood. 

Delete section and add new text as indicated. 

 

27-6. Centers of Infected and Dangerous Zones. 

Delete section and new text as indicated. 

 

27-7. Application for Inspection for Permit to Transport. 

Delete section and add new text as indicated. 

 

27-8. Issuance of Permit to Locate Bees and Fixtures. 

Delete text as indicated. 

 

The Notice of Drafting was published in the State Register on September 27, 2024. 

 

Notice of Public Hearing and Opportunity for Public Comment: 

 

The public comment period will be open through February 28, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. If more than 25 requests are 

received for a public hearing, one will be scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on March 3, 2025, at the Clemson University 

Regulatory Services, 511 Westinghouse Rd., Pendleton, SC 29670 location. 

 

Preliminary Fiscal Impact Statement: 

 

None.  
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Statement of Need and Reasonableness: 

 

The proposed changes and update to these regulations are based upon the need to provide greater efficiency 

within Clemson and to provide greater clarity to user groups and consumers. 

 

DESCRIPTION OF REGULATION: 

 

These regulations set forth all licensing, shipping, and potential quarantine requirements for beekeepers in South 

Carolina, including the necessity for inspectors to enter beekeeping properties, perform inspections, and 

quarantine for state and national honeybee pests of significance. 

 

Purpose: To provide industry with a prescribed means of obtaining inspections and certifications of cleanliness 

so trade may occur without risk of spreading honeybee pests. 

 

Legal Authority: 1976 Code Section 46-37-20.  

 

Plan for Implementation: State beekeeping associations have been notified of these proposed changes. 

Communication with these associations will be ongoing throughout this process. Compliance assistance will be 

provided for the initial 6 months of implementation and will be enforced without assistance after the initial 6 

months. 

 

DETERMINATION OF NEED AND REASONABLENESS OF THE PROPOSED REGULATION BASED 

ON ALL FACTORS HEREIN AND EXPECTED BENEFITS: 

 

These proposed regulations are in alignment with other neighboring states and seek to clean-up outdated 

language and provide clarity to understanding their requirements. They further add the requirement of licensing 

to sell bees which has long been requested by the industry to ensure freedom from the movement of honeybee 

pests. 

 

DETERMINATION OF COSTS AND BENEFITS: 

 

No anticipated costs for any changes. 

 

UNCERTAINTIES OF ESTIMATES: 

 

None. 

 

EFFECT ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH: 

 

The proposed regulations will continue to provide and increase the viability of beekeeping in South Carolina. 

 

DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH IF THE REGULATION IS 

NOT IMPLEMENTED: 

 

None. 

 

Statement of Rationale: 

 

Upon a thorough review of this chapter, changes to address errors in grammar and spelling, as well as providing 

clarity on uncertain statements need to be made. Requirements for licensing of those selling live honeybees will 

reduce the occurrences of honeybee disease movement through increased inspections. Overall, these changes 

will increase the accuracy and consistency of these honeybee regulations as they are carried out in South 

Carolina. 
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Text:  

 

The full text of this regulation is available on the South Carolina General Assembly Home Page: 

http://www.scstatehouse.gov/regnsrch.php. Full text may also be obtained from the promulgating agency. 
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Filed: January 2, 2025  12:42pm 

 

 

Document No. 5368 

STATE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION 

CHAPTER 62 

Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 59-149-10 et seq. 

 

62-1200.1 - 62-1200.75. LIFE Scholarship Program and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

Emergency Situation: 

 

With the S.C. General Assembly’s approval of Governor McMaster’s Act #156, effective July 1, 2024, the South 

Carolina Commission on Higher Education proposes the following revisions to Chapter 62 regulation, 

R.62-1200.1 through 62-1200.75, LIFE Scholarship and Scholarship Enhancement Program. The proposed 

regulation provides the allowance of education and accounting majors to be added to the Scholarship 

Enhancement Stipend. The proposed regulation provides the institutions the ability to award and disburse the 

LIFE Enhancement Stipend for education, and accounting majors. We are also submitting these as emergency 

regulations to provide students immediate relief during the upcoming school year, effective for the Fall 2024 

and Spring 2025 terms, as directed by Act #156. The regular regulation will be sent through the S.C. General 

Assembly for approval once they reconvene. 

 

Text:  

 

Table of Contents: 

 

62-1200.1.  Purpose of the LIFE Scholarship Program. 

62-1200.5.  Program Definitions. 

62-1200.10.  Student Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-1200.15.  Continued Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-1200.20.  Terms of Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-1200.25.  Regaining or Earning Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship  

 Enhancement. 

62-1200.30.  Transfer Students: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-1200.35.  Students with Disabilities: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-1200.40.  Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs, 

      and National and International Student Exchange Programs: LIFE Scholarship and  

      LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-1200.45.  Military Mobilization: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-1200.50.  Refunds and Repayments: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.  

62-1200.55.  Appeals Procedures: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-1200.60.   Institutional Policies and Procedures for Awarding: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE 

      Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-1200.65.  Institutional Disbursements: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-1200.70.  Program Administration and Audits: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship 

      Enhancement. 

62-1200.75.  Suspension and Termination of Institutional Participation: LIFE Scholarship and 

 LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

62-1200.1. Purpose of the LIFE Scholarship Program. 

 

 Pursuant to Act 418, which was initially established in 1998 as Title 59 of the 1976 code and amended by Act 

162 during the 2005 legislative session, the Commission on Higher Education shall promulgate regulation and 
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establish procedures for administration of the LIFE Scholarship Program. The General Assembly established the 

LIFE Scholarship Program in order to increase the access to higher education, improve the employability of 

South Carolina’s students so as to attract business to the State, provide incentives for students to be better 

prepared for college, and to encourage students to graduate from college on time.  

 

 With Act 115, which was established in 2007 as Title 59 of the 1976 code during the 2007 legislative session, 

the General Assembly established the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in order to increase the number of students 

in the State majoring in mathematics and science and to increase the access to higher education, improve the 

employability of South Carolina’s students so as to attract business to the State, provide incentives for students 

to be better prepared for college, and to encourage students to graduate from college on time. Students enrolled 

at two-year institutions are not eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. In order to receive a LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement, all students must qualify for the LIFE Scholarship as stipulated herein. With Act 156, 

passed in 2024, the Enhancements were expanded to include students majoring in education programs leading 

to certification and accounting.  

 

 Independent and public institutions of higher learning in this, or any other state in the U.S., outside the U.S. 

or abroad, are prohibited from using the Legislative Incentive for Future Excellence or “LIFE” Scholarship in 

programs that promote financial aid incentives or packages. Any mention of the Legislative Incentive for Future 

Excellence or “LIFE” Scholarship in these financial aid packages must indicate the scholarship to be separate 

from the University that is offering the financial aid package, and reference the Legislative Incentive for Future 

Excellence or “LIFE” Scholarship as a separate financial aid award, provided to the student by the State of South 

Carolina.  

 

 All eligible independent and public institutions that participate in the program must verify the lawful presence 

of any student who receives a LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement prior to awarding the 

Scholarship to the student. When verifying the lawful presence of an individual, institutional personnel shall 

not attempt to independently verify the immigration status of any alien, but shall verify any alien’s immigration 

status with the federal government pursuant to 8 USC Section 1373(c).  

 

62-1200.5. Program Definitions. 

 

 A. “Academic year” is defined as the twelve month period during which a full-time student is expected to 

earn thirty credit hours. The period of time used to measure the academic year will consist of the fall, spring and 

summer terms (or its equivalent). 

 

 B. A student who has earned a GED diploma or SC High School Diploma through Adult Education without a 

cumulative GPA may be eligible to earn the LIFE Scholarship at the end of the first academic year of a non-GED 

program. The student must meet the annual credit hour requirement (or equivalent) and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at the 

end of the first academic year. To qualify for subsequent years, the student must meet all eligibility requirements 

as stated in Section 62-1200.15., Continued Eligibility section of the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement.  

 

 C. An “approved five-year bachelor’s degree program” shall mean a five-year bachelor’s program as defined 

and approved by the Commission on Higher Education to receive the LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of ten 

terms at the same eligible institution in order to complete the requirements for a bachelor’s degree. An approved 

five-year bachelor’s degree program does not include inter-institutional and cooperative “3+2” programs 

(normally in a science degree field and an engineering program).  

 

 D. “Annual credit hour requirement” shall be defined as an average of thirty (30) credit hours earned at the 

end of the academic year based on initial college enrollment at all eligible institutions attended, excluding hours 

for remedial, continuing education, and non-degree coursework. Credit hours earned before high school 

graduation, including Advanced Placement (AP) credit hours, International Baccalaureate (IB) credit hours, 

exempted credit hours as well as credit hours earned on active duty, must be placed on the student’s official 
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college transcript by the institution at which they are earned, and must be counted toward the annual credit hour 

requirement. Eligible LIFE Scholarship recipients may prorate their award amount for the term of graduation 

(see section 62-1200.10.P.). 

 

 E. “Associate’s degree program” is defined as a two-year technical or occupational program, at least a 

two-year program that is acceptable for full credit towards a bachelor’s degree as defined by the U.S. Department 

of Education. 

 

 F. “Attempted credit hours” shall be defined as courses in which a student earns a grade and is included in the 

grade point calculation for that institution. Eligible credit hours that do not transfer must also be included. Credit 

hours earned through dual-enrollment prior to high school graduation must be included in the LIFE GPA. 

Exempted credit hours, Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), College Level Examination 

Program (CLEP), remedial/developmental courses, non-degree credit courses for an associate’s degree or higher, 

Pass/Fail, Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory and non-penalty withdrawal credit hours are excluded from the “attempted 

credit hours.” If a student transfers, refer to the institution’s grading policy where the credit hours were earned. 

Any credit hours attempted or earned before high school graduation, hours exempted by examination, Advanced 

Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) credit hours do not count against the terms of eligibility.  

 

 G. “Bachelor’s degree program” is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading to a bachelor’s 

degree as defined by the U.S. Department of Education. 

 

 H. “Book allowance” shall mean funds that may be applied to the student’s account for expenses towards the 

cost-of-attendance including the cost of textbooks. 

 

 I. “CIP Code (Classification of Instructional Program)” The U.S. Department of Education’s standard for 

federal surveys and state reporting for institutional data (majors, minors, options and courses). For the purpose 

of receiving the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, CIP codes have been approved or identified by the Commission 

on Higher Education for eligible degree programs in the fields of education, mathematics and science.  

 

 J. “Cost-of-attendance” as defined by Title IV Regulations and may include tuition, fees, living expenses, and 

other expenses such as costs related to disability or dependent care.  

 

 K. “Cost-of-tuition” shall mean the amount charged for enrolling in credit hours of instruction and mandatory 

fees assessed to all students. Other fees, charges, or cost of textbooks cannot be included. 

 

 L. “Declared major” shall be defined, for the purposes of the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, as a degree 

program in which a student is enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student. The student must meet all 

requirements as stipulated by the policies established by the institution and the academic department to be 

enrolled as a declared major in an eligible program. Students cannot take courses related to a specific program 

without meeting institutional and departmental policies and be considered as a declared major. Students must be 

enrolled as a declared major in an eligible program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission. 

Eligible programs are those listed as such on the Commission’s website. 

 

 M. “Degree-seeking student” is defined as any full-time student enrolled in an eligible institution which leads 

to the first one-year certificate, first two-year program or associate’s degree, or first bachelor’s or program of 

study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a 

graduate degree. Upon completion of the first one-year certificate, first two-year program or associate’s degree, 

first approved associate’s degree program that requires a minimum of 68 credit hours, or first bachelor’s or 

program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and 

leads to a graduate degree, the student cannot use scholarship funds to pursue a program in the same or preceding 

level. Students are eligible to receive the Scholarship for a maximum of eight terms (or its equivalent) towards 

an undergraduate degree, as long as all other eligibility requirements are met and the program is approved by 

the Commission on Higher Education. Students must be enrolled in an undergraduate degree program in order 



EMERGENCY REGULATIONS  25 

 

South Carolina State Register Vol. 49, Issue 1 

January 24, 2025 

to receive a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each academic term. In cases where students 

are enrolled in a program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into 

the program and leads to a graduate degree, which will be the students’ first academic degree awarded, the 

students must maintain their undergraduate status to be awarded the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement, with the exception of students declaring a major in the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at South 

University, the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at Presbyterian College, the Master’s of Science in Physician 

Assistant Studies Program at the Medical University of South Carolina, the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the 

University of South Carolina-Columbia, and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the Medical University of 

South Carolina. Students who have been awarded a bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not eligible to be 

awarded a LIFE Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students enrolled in a CHE approved 

five-year bachelor’s degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship for a fifth year of full-time, 

undergraduate work and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a fourth year of full-time undergraduate 

coursework. 

 

 N. “Eligible institution” shall be defined, solely for the purposes of the annual credit hour requirement and 

the LIFE GPA calculation, as an accredited public or independent postsecondary, degree-granting institution 

located in-state or out-of-state. The institution must be accredited by an agency recognized by the U.S. 

Department of Education for participation in federally funded financial aid programs. This list may be found on 

the US Department of Education’s website. 

 

 O. “Eligible program of study” is defined as a program of study leading to: 1) at least a one-year educational 

program that leads to a first certificate or other recognized educational credential (e.g., diploma); 2) the first 

associate’s degree; 3) at least a two-year program that is acceptable for full credit towards a bachelor’s degree; 

4) the first bachelor’s degree; or 5) a program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree 

for acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree. Students are eligible to receive the LIFE 

Scholarship for a maximum of eight terms (or its equivalent) towards an undergraduate degree as long as all 

eligibility requirements are met and the program is approved by the Commission on Higher Education. Students 

who have been awarded a bachelor’s or graduate degree are not eligible for Scholarship or Enhancement funding. 

Students enrolled in an approved associate’s degree program that requires a minimum of 68 credit hours may be 

eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of six consecutive semesters at an eligible two-year 

institution. Students enrolled in an approved five-year degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE 

Scholarship for a fifth year of full-time, undergraduate work and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a fourth 

year of full-time undergraduate coursework. (see Section 62-1200.20 (C)) 

 

 P. “Eligible degree program/Qualifying degree program” shall be defined, for the purposes of the LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement, as a degree program in education, mathematics or science as approved by the SC 

Commission on Higher Education. These programs shall include education, science and mathematics disciplines, 

accounting, computer science or informational technology, engineering, science education, math education and 

health care and related disciplines including medicine and dentistry as defined by the Commission on Higher 

Education. Enrollment in a minor does not meet the requirement of an eligible degree program for a LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement. Students must be enrolled as a declared major in an eligible program that is approved 

and assigned a CIP code by the Commission. Eligible programs must be approved by the South Carolina 

Commission on Higher Education. Eligible/Qualifying programs are those listed as such on the Commission’s 

website.  

 

 Q. “Felonies” shall be defined as a crimes classified under State statute (16-1-10) and typically require 

imprisonment for more than one year. 

 

 R. “Fifth year/senior year” shall mean any student who is enrolled in his or her ninth or tenth semester of 

full-time, undergraduate coursework in an approved five-year program following high school graduation. The 

student is in his/her fifth year of consecutive, full-time college enrollment based on the student’s initial date of 

college enrollment after graduation from high school.  
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 S. “First year student/Freshman” is defined as any student who is enrolled as a first year student in his or her 

first or second semester of undergraduate coursework following high school graduation.  

 

 T. “Fourth year/senior year” shall mean seventh or eighth semester of full-time, undergraduate coursework 

following high school graduation. The student is in his/her fourth year of consecutive, full-time college 

enrollment based on the student’s initial date of college enrollment after graduation from high school.  

 

 U. “Full-time student” shall mean a student who has matriculated into an eligible program of study and who 

enrolls full-time, usually fifteen credit hours for fall and spring terms or twelve credit hours for fall, eight credit 

hours for winter, and twelve credit hours for spring trimester terms. The student must earn an average of thirty 

credit hours per academic year to receive a LIFE Scholarship. In order for the student to be eligible for 

Scholarship disbursement, the student must be enrolled full-time at the home institution as stipulated by Title IV 

Regulations, except that credit hours may not include remedial/developmental, continuing education, and 

non-degree credit courses for an associate’s degree or higher. Eligible LIFE Scholarship recipients may prorate 

their award amount for the term of graduation (see section 62-1200.10.P.). 

 

 V. “General Educational Development (GED) Diploma” is defined as a GED high school diploma that was 

completed in South Carolina or outside of the state while the student was a dependent of a legal resident of South 

Carolina who had custody or paid child support and college expenses of the dependent GED diploma student. A 

student who earns a GED diploma cannot receive a LIFE Scholarship during his/her initial year (or equivalent) 

of college enrollment but may earn the scholarship in subsequent years.  

 

 W. “High school” is defined as a public, private, charter, virtual, Montessori or Magnet high school located in 

South Carolina, recognized home school association or program as defined in the State Statute, (Sections 

59-65-40, 45, and 47) or a preparatory high school located outside of the state while the student is a dependent 

of a legal resident of South Carolina who has custody or pays child support and college expenses of the dependent 

high school student in accordance with State Statute 59-112-10. A "preparatory high school" (out-of-state) is 

defined as a school recognized by the state in which the school is located to offer curricula through the twelfth 

grade and prepares students for college entrance. 

 

 X. “Home institution” shall mean the institution where the student is currently enrolled as a degree-seeking 

student and may be eligible for financial aid at the same institution. 

 

 Y. "Independent institutions/private institutions" are those institutions eligible to participate in the South 

Carolina Tuition Grants Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code, which stipulates that 

an “independent institution of higher learning means any independent eleemosynary junior or senior college in 

South Carolina which is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; or an independent 

bachelor’s level institution chartered before 1962 whose major campus and headquarters are located within 

South Carolina; or an independent bachelor’s level institution which was incorporated in its original charter in 

1962, was granted a license to operate in 1997 by the Commission on Higher Education, has continued to 

maintain a campus in South Carolina, and is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. 

Institutions whose sole purpose is religious or theological training or the granting of professional degrees do not 

meet the definition of ‘public or independent institution’ for purposes of this chapter.” 

 

 Z. “Ineligible degree program” shall be defined, for the purposes of the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, as a 

degree program that is not included on the Commission’s posted list of approved eligible programs and assigned 

a CIP code.  

 

 AA. “Initial college enrollment” shall mean the first time the student enrolls into a postsecondary 

degree-granting institution after high school graduation, completion of a GED/Adult Education Program or 

completion of an approved home school program. The terms of eligibility and the annual credit hour requirement 

are based upon initial college enrollment and continuous enrollment. This means that students must adhere to 
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the 30 credit hour requirement even if they have a break in enrollment. Any break in enrollment (excluding 

summer) will also count against the terms of eligibility.  

 

 BB. “LIFE GPA” shall be defined as the cumulative grade point average calculation that includes credit hours 

and grades earned at all eligible institutions based on a 4.0 scale. The LIFE grade point average must not include 

attempted credit hours earned for continuing education courses, non-degree credit courses for an associate’s 

degree or higher and remedial/developmental courses. See Section 62-1200.60 for the steps to calculate the 

“LIFE GPA.” 

 

 CC. “LIFE Scholarship recipient” is defined as a student who meets all of the eligibility requirements to 

receive a LIFE Scholarship and is awarded LIFE Scholarship funds during a given academic year. Students who 

meet the eligibility requirements for a LIFE Scholarship but do not receive any LIFE Scholarship funds, due to 

the cost of attendance being met by other sources of financial aid, do not meet the definition of a LIFE 

Scholarship recipient. 

 

 DD. “Military mobilization” is defined as a situation in which the U.S. Department of Defense orders members 

of the United States Armed Forces to active duty away from their normal duty assignment during a time of war 

or national emergency. 

 

 EE. “Misdemeanor offenses” shall be defined as a crimes classified under State statute (16-1-100) which are 

typically punishable by fine or imprisonment for less than one year. A complete listing is located in title 16 of 

State statute. Examples of alcohol and drug misdemeanors in South Carolina include but are not limited to 

possession of alcohol under the age of 21, possession of marijuana/illegal drugs, open-container, transfer of 

alcohol to person under 21, false information as to age (fake ID), etc.  

 

 FF. “Non-degree credit courses” shall be defined as courses that count towards graduation in a certificate or 

diploma program only. Non-degree credit courses must not be used in the “LIFE GPA” calculation or towards 

the annual credit hour requirement for an associate’s degree or higher. 

 

 GG. A “one-year educational program” is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading to recognized 

credentials (e.g., certificates or diplomas), as defined by the U.S. Department of Education for participation in 

federally funded financial aid programs and which prepares students for gainful employment in recognized 

occupations.  

 

 HH. “Private institutions” are those institutions eligible to participate in the South Carolina Tuition Grants 

Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code, which stipulates that an “independent institution 

of higher learning means any independent eleemosynary junior or senior college in South Carolina which is 

accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; or an independent bachelor’s level institution 

chartered before 1962 whose major campus and headquarters are located within South Carolina; or an 

independent bachelor’s level institution which was incorporated in its original charter in 1962, was granted a 

license to operate in 1997 by the Commission on Higher Education, has continued to maintain a campus in South 

Carolina, and is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. Institutions whose sole purpose 

is religious or theological training or the granting of professional degrees do not meet the definition of ‘public 

or independent institution’ for purposes of this chapter.” 

 

 II. “Program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program 

and leads to a graduate degree”, which will be the student’s first academic degree awarded. Students are eligible 

to receive the LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of eight terms (or its equivalent) and the LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement for a maximum of six terms (or its equivalent) as long as all other eligibility requirements are met 

and the program is approved by the Commission on Higher Education. Students who have been awarded a 

bachelor’s or graduate degree are not eligible for Scholarship funding. Students must maintain their 

undergraduate status in order to receive a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each academic 

term, with the exception of students declaring a major in the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at South University, 
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the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at Presbyterian College, the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies 

Program at the Medical University of South Carolina, the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University of 

South Carolina-Columbia and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the Medical University of South Carolina. 

 

 JJ. “Public institutions” are institutions of higher learning as defined in Chapter 103 of Title 59 of the 1976 

Code, which stipulates "public higher education shall mean any state supported postsecondary educational 

institution and shall include technical and comprehensive educational institutions.”  

 

 KK. “Remedial/developmental coursework” shall mean sub-collegiate level preparatory courses in English, 

mathematics, reading and any courses classified as remedial by the institution where the course is taken. 

 

 LL. “Satisfactory academic progress” shall be defined as the academic progress in the declared major as 

required by the institution and academic department in which the student is enrolled as a full-time, 

degree-seeking student. The student must meet all requirements for satisfactory academic progress towards 

completion of the declared major as established by the policies of both the institution and academic department 

in which the student is enrolled to meet the requirements of satisfactory academic progress. 

 

 MM. “Second year/sophomore year” shall mean any student who is enrolled in his or her third or fourth 

semester of full-time, undergraduate coursework following high school graduation. The student is in his/her 

second year of consecutive, full-time college enrollment based on the student’s initial date of college enrollment 

after graduation from high school.  

 

 NN. “South Carolina resident” shall be defined as an individual who satisfies the requirements of residency 

in accordance with the State of South Carolina State Statute for Tuition and Fees, Section 59-112-10 and all 

related guidelines and regulations promulgated by the Commission on Higher Education as established by the 

institutional residency officer each academic year. A student must be considered a South Carolina resident at the 

time of high school graduation, and at the time of initial college enrollment, in order to receive a LIFE 

Scholarship. 

 

 OO. “Third year/junior year” shall mean the fifth or sixth semester of full-time, undergraduate coursework 

following high school graduation. The student is enrolled in his/her third year of consecutive, full-time 

enrollment based on the student’s initial date of college enrollment after graduation from high school.  

 

 PP. “3 plus 2 programs” is defined, for the purposes of the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, as a program 

(typically an engineering major) in which a student completes three years of a baccalaureate program at one 

institution, at which time the student transfers to a second institution and completes the remaining two years of 

an undergraduate degree program. When the student completes the fourth year of enrollment, credit hours are 

transferred back to the initial institution, which confers the first baccalaureate degree (e.g., physics) using 

articulated credits from the second institution. At the end of the second year of enrollment at the second 

institution, the student receives the second baccalaureate degree (e.g., engineering). 3 plus 2 programs for the 

purposes of receiving the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement shall be defined and approved by the SC Commission 

on Higher Education. Students must be enrolled as a declared major in an eligible program that is approved and 

assigned a CIP code by the Commission. Enrollment in a minor does not meet the requirement of an eligible 

degree program for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement award.  

 

 QQ. “Transfer student” shall be defined as a student who has changed enrollment from one institution to a SC 

public or independent institution.  

 

 RR. “Substantially deviates” shall be defined, for the purposes of reviewing out-of-state preparatory high 

school grading scales, as being less than equivalent to the 2007 Uniform Grading Policy.  

 

 SS. "Preparatory high school" (out-of-state) is defined as a school recognized by the state in which the school 

is located to offer curricula through the twelfth grade and prepares students for college entrance. 
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 TT. “Lawful Presence” is defined as individuals who are US citizens, permanent residents, or non-US citizens 

and non-permanent residents who are legally present in the US. When verifying the lawful presence of an 

individual, institutional personnel shall not attempt to independently verify the immigration status of any alien, 

but shall verify any alien’s immigration status with the federal government pursuant to 8 USC Section 1373(c).  

 

 UU. “Continuously enrolled” is defined as enrollment without an interruption that would require the student 

to pursue a formal process of readmission to that institution. Formal petitions or applications for change of 

degree level shall be considered readmissions. Students who attend summer terms or are selected for military 

mobilization are considered continuously enrolled. Students who are enrolled in internships, cooperative work 

programs, travel study programs, or National or International Exchange Programs that are approved by the home 

institution are considered continuously enrolled. 

 

 VV. An “approved associate’s degree program that requires a minimum of 68 credit hours” shall mean an 

associate’s degree program as approved by the Commission on Higher Education that requires a minimum of 68 

earned credit hours to complete the degree at an eligible two-year institution. A student initially enrolling in an 

approved associate’s degree program that requires a minimum of 68 credit hours may receive a maximum of six 

consecutive terms of LIFE Scholarship funding.  

 

62-1200.10. Student Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 A. To be eligible for a LIFE Scholarship, students must: 

 

  1. Be a U.S. citizen or a legal permanent resident that meets the definition of an eligible non-citizen under 

State Residency Statutes at the time of high school graduation, whose lawful presence has been verified at the 

time of enrollment at the institution; and 

 

  2. Be classified by the awarding institution as a South Carolina resident for in-state purposes at the time of 

high school graduation and at the time of enrollment at the institution, as set forth by Section 59-112-10, and be 

either a member of a class graduating from a high school located in this State, or a student who has successfully 

completed at least three of the final four years of high school within this State, or a home school student who 

has successfully completed a high school home school program in this State in the manner required by law, or a 

student graduating from a preparatory high school outside this State, while a dependent of a parent or guardian 

who is a legal resident of this State and has custody of the dependent according to State Statute, Section 

59-149-50A or a student whose parent or guardian has served in or has retired from one of the United States 

Armed Forces within the last four years, paid income taxes in this State for a majority of the years of service, 

and is a resident of this State. A student must be a legal permanent resident of the United States before being 

considered to be a South Carolina resident; 

 

  3. Meet two of the following three criteria if a first-time entering freshman at an eligible four-year 

institution: 

 

   (a) Earn a cumulative 3.0 grade point average (GPA) based on the South Carolina Uniform Grading 

Policy (UGP) upon high school graduation. No other grading policy will be allowed to qualify for the LIFE 

Scholarship. Final high school GPAs shall be based on the four-year period of high school attendance, with the 

exception of Carnegie Units earned prior to high school. There may be other exceptions, as deemed necessary 

by the Commission. Grade point averages must be reported to two decimal places (minimum) and may not be 

rounded. For example, a student who earns a 2.99 GPA is not eligible. Institutions shall use the final GPA as 

reported on the official transcript. The final official high school transcript must be dated in accordance with the 

Commission established date(s). If a South Carolina resident student is graduating from an out of state high 

school, it is the responsibility of the out of state student’s school counselor to convert the student’s final high 

school GPA and class ranking to an eligible final high school GPA based on the South Carolina Uniform Grading 

Policy. The converted final high school GPA and class ranking (if applicable) must be provided to the eligible 
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South Carolina Institution before a student can be awarded. 

 

   (b) Score at least an 1100 on the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) or an equivalent ACT score as 

determined by the Commissionof 22. Test scores will be accepted through the CHE determined national test 

administration of the SAT and ACT during the year of high school graduation. The student must use the highest 

SAT Math score combined with the highest SAT Evidenced-based Reading score. It is permissible to select 

scores from different test administrations in order to obtain the qualifying composite score. For purposes of 

meeting the ACT test score requirement, the student can use the highest English, Math, Reading and Science 

scores. It is permissible to select scores from different test administrations in order to obtain the qualifying 

composite score. 

 

   (c) Rank in the top thirty percent of the graduating class in a high school with an approved, official rank 

policy, consisting of high school diploma candidates only. The rank must also be based on the UGP only. Students 

cannot be removed from the class because they did not meet the eligibility criteria, are not residents of the State, 

do not meet citizenship requirements, plan to attend college out-of-state, etc. The class rank information must 

include all students who attended your high school that school year. Ranking percentages must be reported to 

two decimal places (minimum) and may not be rounded. For example, a student who has a class rank of 13 of 

43 (13/43 x 100 = 30.23%) will not rank in the top thirty percent of the class since 30.23% is not within thirty 

percent. To determine the top thirty percent for graduating classes with three or less students, the student who is 

ranked number one in the class would be considered in the top thirty percent for LIFE Scholarship eligibility. 

Only one student may occupy each place in class rank. Institutions shall use the final ranking as reported by the 

high school on the official transcript, and on a submitted rank report provided by the high school the student 

graduated from. A ranking report must be attached to the official transcript regardless of the graduating high 

school. High schools or home school associations that do not rank as a policy; or high schools whose grading 

policy deviates from the current SC Uniform Grading Policy and that do not convert the graduating class to the 

current SC UGP to determine class rank, must use the GPA and SAT or ACT criteria when attempting to meet 

the academic requirements for the LIFE Scholarship. High schools or home school associations shall not use 

ranking for the sole purpose of obtaining eligibility for the state scholarships. The rank policy and rank policy 

information must be available to parents, students, colleges, and universities, and the Commission on Higher 

Education in publication form to include a school’s website, student/parent handbook, and/or school profile. 

This language must include the ranking policy in place at the school/association. The ranking policy should be 

consistent in all places where the rank policy is published and is the same information disseminated to parents, 

students, colleges/universities, and the Commission. The SC UGP GPA and class rank (if school/association 

officially ranks as a policy) must be printed on an official final end of year high school transcript, which must 

also include a uniform date of calculation as determined by the Commission on Higher Education. The 

graduation date must also be printed on the final end of senior year high school transcript, and include no grades 

earned after the date of the graduating high school class for the graduation year. 

 

   (d) For the purposes of meeting the rank criterion, the existing high school rank of a South Carolina 

resident attending an out-of-state high school may be used provided it is calculated pursuant to a state-approved, 

standardized grading scale at the respective out-of-state high school. If the eligible South Carolina institution 

determines that a state-approved standardized grading scale substantially deviates from the South Carolina 

Uniform Grading Policy (SC UGP), the institution must submit the grading scale to CHE for further review. If 

CHE confirms the out-of-state grading scale substantially deviates from the SC UGP, the state-approved, 

standardized grading scale shall not be used to meet the eligibility requirements for the LIFE Scholarship. All 

members of the student’s Senior class at the out of state high school must be ranked in accordance with the South 

Carolina Uniform Grading Policy in these cases. When converting scores to the SC UGP, weighting must adhere 

to the SC UGP (i.e. honors no more than .50 and AP/IB no more than 1.0). In addition, scores/grades must 

correspond to the SC UGP. For example, if a student earned a 90 in an honors class, the conversion of the 

score/grade must be equivalent to the points assigned according to the current SC UGP. The guidance counselor 

from the out-of-state preparatory school also has the option of converting the cumulative GPAs of all students 

in the applicant’s class to the SC UGP to determine if the student ranks within the top thirty percent of the class. 
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To be considered equivalent to the SC UGP, the out-of-state school’s grading scale must adhere to the following 

minimum requirements:  

 

    (1) Must include all courses carrying Carnegie units, including units earned at the middle school and 

high school level;  

 

    (2) To be equivalent to an “A” letter grade, the numerical average must be ≥ 90; to be equivalent to a 

“B” letter grade the numerical average must be between 80 and 89 ; to be equivalent to a “C” letter grade the 

numerical average must be between 70 and 79 ; to be equivalent to a “D” letter grade the numerical average 

must be between 60 and 69 ; and to be equivalent to a “F” letter grade the numerical average must be between 

50 and 59 (if a course with a numerical average of < 62 is considered passing by the high school the student 

earned the grade, then a 73 numerical average should be given); 

 

    (3) Cannot add more than one half (.50) additional quality point for honors courses; cannot add more 

than one additional quality point for dual enrollment (DE) courses, Advanced Placement (AP) courses, and 

standard level International Baccalaureate (IB) courses; and, cannot add more than two additional quality points 

for higher level IB courses;  

 

    (4) Must classify all other courses as College Preparatory if they are not already classified as honors, 

DE, AP or IB. For a class to be classified as honors, the course must be in English, mathematics, science or social 

studies or be the third/fourth level for all other content areas; and,  

 

    (5) If no numerical average is available, all letter grades must be converted to the equivalent numerical 

average based on the following: all “A” letter grades must be converted to a 95 numerical average, all “B” letter 

grades must be converted to a 85 numerical average, all “C” letter grades must be converted to a 75 numerical 

average, all “D” letter grades must be converted to a 65 numerical average, and all “F” numerical averages must 

be converted a 50 numerical average. 

 

  4. Earn a cumulative 3.0 grade point average (GPA) on the Uniform Grading Policy upon high school 

graduation and score at least an 1100 on the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT I) or an equivalent ACT score of 

22 as determined by the Commission if a first-time entering freshman graduates from a non-ranking South 

Carolina high school, non-ranking South Carolina approved home school association or out-of-state preparatory 

high school and attends an eligible four-year institution; 

 

  5. Earn a cumulative 3.0 grade point average (GPA) upon high school graduation on the Uniform Grading 

Policy if a first-time entering freshman at an eligible two-year or technical institution. No other grading policy 

will be allowed to qualify for the LIFE Scholarship. Grade point ratios must be reported to two decimal places 

(minimum) and may not be rounded. For example, a student who earns a 2.99 GPA is not eligible. Institutions 

shall use the final GPA as reported by the high school on the official transcript;  

 

  6. Be admitted, enrolled full-time, and classified as a degree-seeking student at a public or independent 

institution in South Carolina;  

 

  7. Certify that he/she has never been adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or nolo contendere 

to any felonies or any second or subsequent alcohol/drug related offenses under the laws of this or any other 

state or under the laws of the United States in order to be eligible for a LIFE Scholarship, except that a high 

school or college student otherwise qualified who has been adjudicated delinquent or has been convicted or pled 

guilty or nolo contendere to a second or subsequent alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offense nevertheless 

shall be eligible or continue to be eligible for such scholarships after the expiration of one academic year from 

the date of the adjudication, conviction, or plea by submitting an affidavit each academic year to the institution. 

However, a high school or college student who has been adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or 

nolo contendere to a second alcohol/drug related misdemeanor offense is ineligible for the next academic year 

of enrollment at an eligible institution after the date of the adjudication, conviction or plea. If the adjudication, 
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conviction, or plea occurs during the academic year after the student has already submitted a signed affidavit to 

the institution, the student will be eligible to receive the Scholarship the remainder of the academic year. 

However, the student will be ineligible for the Scholarship the following entire academic year of enrollment. If 

a student completes a pretrial intervention program and has his/her record expunged the conviction will not 

affect Scholarship eligibility; and 

 

  8. Certify that he/she has not defaulted and does not owe a refund or repayment on any federal or state 

financial aid. If a student has an Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR) or its equivalent on file, the 

ISIR information will be used to verify default status or refund/repayment owed on any Federal or State financial 

aid. Students who have not completed a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) must have an 

affidavit on file to verify that he/she is not in default and does not owe a refund or repayment on any Federal or 

State financial aid including, state grants/scholarships, Federal Pell Grant, Supplemental Educational 

Opportunity Grant, Perkins Loan and Federal Stafford Loan. 

 

 B.  Any credit hours attempted or earned before high school graduation, hours exempted by examination, 

International Baccalaureate (IB) or Advanced Placement (AP) credit hours do not count against the terms of 

eligibility as provided in State Statute, Section 59-149-60. The credit hours earned before high school graduation 

can be used toward the credit hour requirement. Credit hours earned through CLEP, IB or AP will be used toward 

the credit hour requirement.  

 

 C. Service members of the United States Armed Forces will not be penalized for any credit hours earned while 

on active duty. The credit hours earned on active duty will not count against the terms of eligibility, but will be 

used towards the annual credit hour requirement. 

 

 D. First-time entering freshmen will not be penalized for any credit hours earned during the summer session 

immediately prior to the student’s initial college enrollment. The credit hours earned will not count against the 

terms of eligibility. The credit hours may be used toward the annual credit hour requirement.  

 

 E. Students who complete their high school graduation requirements prior to the official graduation date 

reported on the final high school transcript may be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship dependent on the 

approval of the eligible institution. The student must complete and submit an Early Graduation Application, an 

official high school transcript, an official letter from the high school principal verifying that he/she has met all 

graduation requirements, and SAT/ACT scores (if attending a four-year institution) by the established deadline. 

Early graduates cannot use class rank in order to qualify for the LIFE Scholarship at four-year institutions. Early 

graduates who enroll mid-year (spring term) and are awarded the LIFE Scholarship through the Early Graduation 

process will officially begin their initial college enrollment. In order to receive the LIFE Scholarship the next 

academic year, the student must earn a minimum of fifteen credit hours and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at the end of the 

academic year. The student will be eligible to receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility based on 

initial college enrollment. If a student does not submit an early graduation application for the spring term and 

has not officially graduated, the student should not have received the LIFE Scholarship and that term will not 

count against his/her terms of Scholarship eligibility. 

 

 F. First-time entering freshmen who enroll mid-year (spring semester) are eligible for the LIFE Scholarship if 

they qualified upon high school graduation. 

 

 G.  LIFE Scholarship funds may not be applied to the cost of continuing education, remedial/developmental 

or non-degree credit courses for an associate’s degree or higher. Twelve credit hours of the courseload must be 

non-remedial/developmental, non-continuing education or degree-credit courses for an associate’s degree or 

higher in order to receive LIFE Scholarship funds. Continuing education, non-degree credit for an associate’s 

degree or higher and remedial/developmental courses will not be included in the “LIFE GPA” or credit hour 

calculations. 
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 H. Non-degree credit hours shall be used to meet the full-time eligibility criteria for a diploma or certificate 

program only. Students must sign an affidavit certifying that they understand that non-degree credit hours will 

not be used in calculating the “LIFE GPA” or credit hour requirements if they are enrolled in an Associate’s 

degree or higher. 

 

 I. Credit hours earned during the student’s first two term(s) of remedial/developmental enrollment will not be 

used to determine remaining Scholarship eligibility at the completion of remediation unless the student has 

completed at least twelve credit hours of non-remedial/developmental coursework each term of enrollment. 

First-time entering freshmen attending an eligible two-year institution or technical college who enroll in fewer 

than twelve credit hours of non- remedial/developmental, including at least three hours of 

remedial/developmental courses during the first term(s) will not be eligible for Scholarship funds during this 

period. The student’s initial college enrollment will begin after a maximum of two terms of remediation at an 

eligible two-year or technical college only. The student will be eligible for the Scholarship for the term following 

Spring or Fall term immediately after the completion of remediation if the student was eligible to receive the 

LIFE Scholarship upon high school graduation. A student is allowed a maximum of two terms of remediation, 

which must be within the first two terms of attendance at an eligible institution, before his/her terms of eligibility 

start. If the student requires more than one academic year of remedial/developmental coursework, then he/she 

will not be eligible for the LIFE Scholarship the term after completion of remediation. If the student was not 

eligible for the Scholarship upon high school graduation, the student must meet the conditions set forth in Section 

J below in order to gain the LIFE Scholarship. 

 

 J. Students who do not meet the scholarship eligibility requirements upon high school graduation and enroll 

in remedial/developmental courses during a maximum of two terms at an eligible two-year institution or 

technical college, and who enroll in fewer than twelve credit hours of non-remedial/developmental courses, must 

meet the scholarship eligibility requirements (earn a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” and earn an average of thirty credit hours 

for the academic year) at the end of the first year of enrollment in non-remedial/developmental courses to be 

eligible to receive the scholarship for the second year of enrollment in non-remedial/developmental courses. 

Credit hours earned during the student’s first two term(s) of remedial/developmental enrollment will not be used 

to determine remaining Scholarship eligibility at the completion of remediation unless the student has completed 

at least twelve credit hours of non-remedial/developmental coursework each term of enrollment. 

 

 K. Students receiving a LIFE Scholarship are not eligible to receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, SC 

HOPE Scholarship or Lottery Tuition Assistance in the same academic year. 

 

 L. Students who have already been awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not eligible to 

receive the LIFE Scholarship. In cases where students are enrolled in a program of study that is structured so as 

not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree, which will be 

the students’ first academic degree awarded, the students must maintain their undergraduate status in order to 

receive a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each academic term, with the exception of 

students majoring in the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at South University, the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at 

Presbyterian College, the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program at the Medical University 

of South Carolina, the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University of South Carolina-Columbia and the 

Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the Medical University of South Carolina. 

 

 M. All documents required for determining LIFE Scholarship eligibility must be submitted to the institution 

by their established deadline(s). Students must submit official transcripts from all previous and current 

institutions, which provide evidence to calculate the “LIFE GPA,” determine initial college enrollment and 

earned annual credit hour requirement. Students that complete coursework at another institution at any time 

during the academic year (fall, spring, summer) must submit an official transcript to the home institution at the 

end of the academic year to determine eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship. 

 

 N. First-time entering freshmen who attended out-of-state preparatory high schools or graduated from a South 

Carolina high school prior to the full implementation of the South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy must have 
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their high school transcript converted to the UGP in order to qualify for the LIFE Scholarship. It is the 

responsibility of the out-of-state preparatory high school or South Carolina high school to convert the student’s 

GPA to the Uniform Grading Policy. 

 

 O. To be eligible for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each academic year, the student must:  

 

  1. Meet all of the eligibility requirements at the end of each academic year to receive a LIFE Scholarship 

as stipulated by state law and regulation and be a recipient of LIFE Scholarship funds at the time of LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement disbursement. The student must receive the underlying LIFE Scholarship; 

 

  2. Be enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student in a declared major of education, science or 

mathematics, in an eligible program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission on Higher 

Education at the time of disbursement of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds. Eligible programs include 

degrees awarded in, education, math and science fields, computer science or informational technology, 

engineering, accounting, science education, math education and healthcare and related disciplines including 

medicine and dentistry. The student must meet all requirements for satisfactory academic progress towards 

completion of the declared major as established by the policies of both the institution and the academic 

department in which the student is enrolled; 

 

  3. Be enrolled at an eligible four-year public or independent institution located in South Carolina; 

 

  4. Beginning with the Fall 2007 freshman class and thereafter, aAll students not majoring in 

education- related disciplines must have successfully completed a total of at least fourteen credit hours of 

instruction in mathematics and life and physical science courses, in any combination, by the end of the student’s 

first year of enrollment in college (based on initial date of college enrollment). For purposes of meeting the 

required minimum level of instruction in accounting, mathematics, and life and physical science courses during 

a student’s first year, Exempted Credit Hours placed on the student’s official college transcript by the institution 

at which they were earned, College Level Examination Program (CLEP), Dual Enrollment, Pass/Fail courses 

with a grade of “Pass” (only), Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory courses with a grade of “Satisfactory” (only), 

International Baccalaureate (IB) courses and Advanced Placement (AP) courses in mathematics and life and 

physical sciences taken in high school in which the student scored a three or more on the advanced placement 

test and received college credit may count toward the fulfillment of this minimum requirement. The Commission 

will issue a list of eligible courses by CIP code for determining eligible coursework to meet the fourteen credit 

hour requirement. Remedial/developmental, continuing education, non-degree credit coursework and credit 

hours earned for courses taken after the end of the student’s first year of college enrollment cannot be used to 

meet the specified minimum fourteen credit hour course level requirement to gain eligibility to receive the LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement;  

 

  5. Meet the continued eligibility requirements for the LIFE Scholarship of a minimum 3.0 LIFE GPA and 

a minimum average of 30 credit hours by the end of each academic year; 

 

  6. Be in the second, third or fourth year of full-time enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment 

after high school graduation) at an eligible four-year public or independent institution in South Carolina. 

Students enrolled full-time in an eligible, approved five-year degree program may also be eligible to receive a 

LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth year of college enrollment (based on initial date of college 

enrollment); and 

 

  7. Students who initially enroll in college mid-year (i.e., spring term) as a freshman and meet the 

requirements under Section 62-1200.10 may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement at the 

beginning of the spring term of the next academic year (i.e., beginning with the third consecutive term of 

full-time enrollment based on initial date of college enrollment). The student must earn a minimum average of 

15 credit hours and a 3.0 LIFE GPA to be awarded a LIFE Scholarship the following academic year and a 

minimum average of 30 credit hours by the end of the first academic year (i.e., by the end of the fall term or 
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second consecutive term of full-time enrollment based on initial date of college enrollment) of enrollment to 

receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement beginning the spring term of the second, third and/or fourth year of 

college enrollment. 

 

  8. For the 2024-25 academic year, a resident student who is at least a sophomore attending a four-year 

public or independent institution of higher learning in this State, who is majoring in science, mathematics, 

accounting, or an education program that leads to certification as defined by the Commission on Higher 

Education, and who is receiving a LIFE Scholarship for the current year, shall receive an additional LIFE 

Scholarship stipend equal to the cost of attendance after applying all other scholarships or grants, not to exceed 

two thousand five hundred dollars each year for no more than three additional years of instruction, including his 

sophomore year, if enrolled in a four-year degree program, or for not more than four additional years of 

instruction, including his sophomore year, if enrolled in an approved five-year degree program or a 3 plus 2 

program. To receive the additional LIFE Scholarship stipend each year, the student must receive the underlying 

LIFE Scholarship for that year and must be making acceptable progress each year toward receiving a degree in 

his education major.  

 

  9. All education majors receiving the enhancement/stipend based on their status as an education major must 

enter into a contractual agreement, including a default provision, that stipulates that the stipend recipient shall 

upon graduation work in a South Carolina public school for at least one school year for every year the stipend is 

received.   

 

 P. The LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement are to be annual awards. Half of the Scholarship 

and Enhancement funds are to be disbursed in the fall and half are to be disbursed in the spring. In the cases 

where students who initially enroll in college mid-year (i.e., spring term) as a freshman and meet the 

requirements under Sections 62-1200.10 (O) and 62-1200.15 (C), such student shall be awarded the LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement one year after initial college enrollment (i.e., spring term). Students who change their 

major from an ineligible degree program to an eligible degree program during the same academic year shall not 

receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement until the beginning of the next academic year (i.e., fall term). 

Students who change their major from an eligible degree program to an ineligible degree program during the 

same academic year may continue to receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement during the current academic 

year; however, the student cannot be awarded the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement the next academic year of 

enrollment in an ineligible degree program. During the student’s final term of attendance, not to exceed the 

eighth term of enrollment based on initial college enrollment, the institution may prorate the LIFE Scholarship 

and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement award amount, for the number of credit hours attempted for the current 

term of attendance, which must be the term of graduation for the student. Proration will be based on 12 credit 

hours.  

 

 Q. The Commission on Higher Education shall annually communicate with high school guidance counselors 

regarding the list of qualifying majors in this section. 

 

62-1200.15. Continued Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 A. Students must meet the following criteria to renew eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship: 

 

  1. Continue to meet all eligibility requirements as stated in the “Student Eligibility” Section; 

 

  2. Earn at least a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” by the end of the academic year; and 

 

  3. Meet the annual credit hour requirement (or its equivalent) by the end of the academic year based on 

initial college enrollment: 

 

   (a) earn a minimum of 30 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the second year; or  
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   (b) earn a minimum of 60 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the third year; or 

 

   (c) earn a minimum of 90 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the fourth year; or 

 

   (d) earn a minimum of 120 (or its equivalent) credit hours if entering the fifth year of an approved 

five-year bachelor’s degree program. 

 

 B. Students who meet the continued eligibility requirements by the end of the spring term and who enroll in 

Maymester or summer term will not be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship if their cumulative grade point 

average falls below the minimum 3.0 “LIFE GPA” requirement by the end of the summer term. 

 

 C. Students who are LIFE eligible upon high school graduation and initially enroll in college mid-year (spring 

term) may be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship the next academic year, if the student earns a minimum 

of fifteen (15) credit hours and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at the end of the academic year. For subsequent years, the 

student must meet the annual credit hour requirement and 3.0 LIFE GPA for renewal:  

 

   (a) earn a minimum of 45 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the fourth semester based on initial 

college enrollment; or  

 

   (b) earn a minimum of 75 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the sixth semester based on initial 

college enrollment; or 

 

   (c) earn a minimum of 105 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the eighth semester based on initial 

college enrollment; or 

 

   (d) earn a minimum of 135 (or its equivalent) credit hours if entering the tenth semester of an approved 

five-year bachelor’s degree program based on initial college enrollment. 

 

Students who fail to meet the initial academic eligibility criteria to receive the LIFE Scholarship upon high 

school graduation, and who initially enroll in college mid-year (spring term) may be eligible to receive the LIFE 

Scholarship beginning in their second Fall term of college attendance at an eligible institution, if the student 

earns a minimum of forty-five (45) credit hours and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” by the end of the prior academic year. 

The student may be eligible to receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility based on initial college 

enrollment. 

 

 D. Students must meet the following criteria to renew eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement: 

 

  1. Continue to meet all eligibility requirements as stated in the “Student Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and 

the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement” Section; 

 

  2. Be a recipient of LIFE Scholarship funds at the time of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement disbursement; 

and 

 

  3. Be enrolled full-time at an eligible four-year public or independent institution as a declared major in an 

eligible education, science or mathematics program as stipulated under Section 62-1200.10. 

 

 E. Students who meet the continued eligibility requirements by the end of the spring term and who enroll in 

Maymester or summer term will not be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement if their cumulative 

grade point average falls below the minimum 3.0 “LIFE GPA” requirement by the end of the summer term 

resulting in ineligibility for a LIFE Scholarship. Students who do not meet the continued eligibility requirements 

to receive the LIFE Scholarship cannot receive a Scholarship or LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the 

following academic year. 
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 F. The student may be eligible to receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility (i.e., six consecutive 

terms) for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement starting the second year of college enrollment (based on initial date 

of college enrollment after high school graduation). 

 

 G. At the end of the spring term each academic year, the institution must notify all LIFE Scholarship recipients 

who have not met continued eligibility requirements for the next academic year. The notification should include 

information regarding the student’s ability to attend summer school in order to meet the continued eligibility 

requirements.  

 

62-1200.20. Terms of Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 A. The maximum number of terms of eligibility is based on the student’s initial college enrollment with the 

exception of the summer term immediately prior to the student’s initial college enrollment and up to one 

academic year of full-time enrollment in remedial/developmental coursework.  

 

 B. Students may receive a LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of two terms for a one-year educational program, 

four terms for an associate’s degree program or at least a two-year program that is acceptable for full credit 

towards a bachelor’s degree, six terms towards an approved associate’s degree program that requires a minimum 

of 68 credit hours, eight terms (or its equivalent) towards the first bachelor’s degree or program of study that is 

structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree 

program or ten consecutive terms towards an approved five-year bachelor’s degree program. (See chart in “C” 

below.) In cases where students are enrolled in a program of study that is structured so as not to require a 

bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree, which will be the students’ 

first academic degree awarded, such students must maintain their undergraduate status to be awarded the LIFE 

Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each academic term, with the exception of students 

majoring in the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at South University, the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at 

Presbyterian College, the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program at the Medical University 

of South Carolina, the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University of South Carolina-Columbia and the 

Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the Medical University of South Carolina. Students who have already been 

awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not eligible to be awarded a LIFE Scholarship or a 

LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students are eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of eight 

consecutive terms (or its equivalent) and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a maximum of six consecutive 

terms (or its equivalent), as long as all other eligibility requirements are met and the program is approved by the 

Commission on Higher Education.  

 

 C. If a student pursues the following program, the terms of eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship will be based 

upon the student’s initial college enrollment: 

 

 

  
  

Average Credit Hours Earned at the End of Each Academic Year 

Degree/Program 

Maximum 

Terms of 

Eligibility 

1st Year 

= 30 

credit 

hours 

2nd Year 

= 60 

credit 

hours 

3rd Year 

= 90 

credit 

hours 

4th Year 

= 120 

credit 

hours 

Fifth Year 

= 150 

credit 

hours 

  
  

Terms of Remaining Eligibility at the End of Each Academic Year 

One-year Certificate/Diploma 2 0 0 0 0 0 

Associate/Two-year Program 4 2 0 0 0 0 

Approved Associate’s Degree 

Program that requires a 

minimum of 68 credit hours 

 

 

6 

 

 

4 

 

 

2 

 

 

0 

 

 

0 

 

 

0 
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Bachelor/First Professional 8 6 4 2 0 0 

Approved Five-year Bachelor 10 8 6 4 2 0 

 

 D. The maximum number of terms of eligibility for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement is based on the student’s 

continued eligibility for a LIFE Scholarship and beginning with the student’s second year of college enrollment 

(based on initial date of college enrollment), with the exception of the summer term immediately prior to the 

student’s initial college enrollment and up to one academic year of full-time enrollment in 

remedial/developmental coursework. A student may receive a LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of two terms 

towards a one-year certificate/diploma, four terms for a two-year associate’s degree at an eligible two year 

institution, six terms towards an approved associate’s degree program that requires a minimum of 68 credit 

hours, and eight terms towards a bachelor’s degree at an eligible institution. The terms of eligibility that may be 

used towards a certificate, diploma or associate’s degree at a two-year institution must be taken within the first 

two years of college, based on initial college enrollment. The terms of eligibility that may be used towards an 

approved associate’s degree program that requires a minimum of 68 credit hours at a two year institution must 

be taken within the first three years of college, based on initial college enrollment.  

 

 E. Students may receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a maximum of six consecutive terms (i.e., three 

academic years) for a first bachelor’s degree in an eligible program or an eligible program of study that is 

structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree 

program, and eight consecutive terms (i.e., four academic years) towards an approved five-year bachelor’s 

degree program and six consecutive terms towards a 3 plus 2 program. Students must be enrolled in an eligible 

four-year public or independent institution in South Carolina as a declared major in an eligible education, science 

or mathematics major or an eligible program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission on 

Higher Education. In cases where students are enrolled in a program of study that is structured so as not to 

require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree, which will be the 

students’ first academic degree awarded, students must maintain their undergraduate status to be awarded the 

LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, with the exception of students declaring a major in 

the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at South University, the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at South University, the 

Doctor of Pharmacy Program at Presbyterian College, the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies 

Program at the Medical University of South Carolina, the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University of 

South Carolina-Columbia and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the Medical University of South Carolina.. 

Students who have already been awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not eligible to be 

awarded a LIFE Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students are eligible to receive a LIFE 

Scholarship for a maximum of eight consecutive terms (or its equivalent) and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement 

for a maximum of six consecutive terms (or its equivalent) towards an undergraduate degree, as long as all other 

eligibility requirements are met and the program is approved by the Commission on Higher Education. Students 

enrolled in an approved five-year degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship for a fifth year 

of full-time, undergraduate work and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a fourth year of full-time 

undergraduate coursework. 

 

62-1200.25. Regaining or Earning Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 A. Students who were U.S. Citizens or legal permanent residents, and South Carolina residents at the time of 

high school graduation and college enrollment, but were not initially eligible upon high school graduation or 

failed to meet the continued eligibility requirements can earn or regain eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship if 

they: 

 

  1. Meet all eligibility requirements as stated in the “Student Eligibility” Section; 

 

  2. Earn at least a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” by the end of the academic year; 

 

  3. Meet the annual credit hour requirement by the end of the academic year based on Initial college 

enrollment: 
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   (a) earn a minimum of 30 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the second year; or  

 

   (b) earn a minimum of 60 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the third year; or 

 

   (c) earn a minimum of 90 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the fourth year; or 

 

   (d) earn a minimum of 120 (or its equivalent) credit hours if entering the fifth year of an approved 

five-year bachelor’s degree program. 

 

   (e) earn the required number of credit hours as stated in Section 62-1200. 15 (C) for students who initially 

enroll mid-year. 

 

 B. A student who has earned a GED diploma may be eligible to earn the LIFE Scholarship at the end of the 

first academic year of a non-GED program. The student must meet the annual credit hour requirement (or 

equivalent) and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at the end of the first academic year. To qualify for subsequent years, the 

student must meet all eligibility requirements as stated in Section A above. 

 

 C. A student who has graduated from a homeschool association not approved by the state of South Carolina 

may be eligible to earn the LIFE Scholarship at the end of the first academic year based on initial college 

enrollment. The student must meet the annual credit hour requirement (or equivalent) and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at 

the end of the first academic year. The student may also qualify in subsequent years by meeting all eligibility 

requirements as stated in Section A above. 

 

 D. Students who have met the initial eligibility criteria for the LIFE Scholarship and initially enroll in college 

mid-year (spring term) may be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship the next academic year, if the student 

earns a minimum of fifteen credit hours and earns a cumulative 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at the end of the academic year. 

For subsequent years, the student must meet the annual credit hour requirement for renewal (refer to Section 

62-1200. 15 (C) for the required number of credit hours for mid-year students). The student may be eligible to 

receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment. 

 

 E. Students who were not initially eligible for a LIFE Scholarship (as stated in this section) upon high school 

graduation or failed to meet the continued eligibility requirements for a LIFE Scholarship may earn or regain 

eligibility for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement if they: 

 

  1. Meet all eligibility requirements as stipulated in Section 62-1200.10 and are recipients of a LIFE 

Scholarship; 

 

  2. Earn at least a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” and meet the annual credit hour requirement by the end of each academic 

year based on initial college enrollment to receive a LIFE Scholarship; and 

 

  3. Be a recipient of LIFE Scholarship funds at the time of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds 

disbursement. 

 

62-1200.30. Transfer Students: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 A. Students must meet all eligibility requirements for a LIFE Scholarship and for a LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement as stipulated in Section 62-1200.10. 

 

 B. Transfer students who receive the LIFE Scholarship and transfer mid-year to another institution may be 

eligible to receive the Scholarship for the spring term if they met the eligibility requirements at the end of the 

previous academic year (See “Transfer Student” Section B for eligibility requirements): 
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  1. Freshmen who transfer mid-year to the same type of institution (two-year to two-year or four year to 

four-year) must have met the Scholarship requirements of the respective institution at the time of initial college 

enrollment; or 

 

  2. Freshmen who transfer mid-year from a two-year to a four-year institution must meet the eligibility 

requirements of a first-time entering freshmen enrolling at a four-year institution; or  

 

  3. Freshmen who transfer mid-year from a four-year to a two-year institution must meet the eligibility 

requirements of a first-time entering freshmen enrolling at a two-year institution. 

 

 C. For determining initial eligibility for transfer students for the first-time at an eligible public or independent 

institution in South Carolina, students must meet the following requirements at the end of the previous academic 

year: 

 

  1. Earn a cumulative 3.0 LIFE GPA; and 

 

  2. Meet one of the following: 

 

   (a) earn a minimum of thirty credit hours (or equivalent) at all institutions if entering the second year of 

college based on initial college enrollment; or 

 

   (b) earn a minimum of sixty credit hours (or equivalent) at all institutions if entering the third year of 

college based on initial college enrollment; or 

 

   (c) earn a minimum of ninety credit hours (or equivalent) at all institutions if entering the fourth year of 

college based on initial college enrollment; or 

 

   (d) earn a minimum of one hundred twenty credit hours (or equivalent) at all institutions if entering the 

fifth year of college in an approved five-year bachelor’s degree program based on initial college enrollment; or 

 

   (e) earn the required number of credit hours as stated in Section 62-1200.15 (C) for students who initially 

enroll mid-year based on initial college enrollment. 

 

 D. For eligibility in subsequent years, transfer students must earn a 3.0 LIFE GPA and meet the annual credit 

hour requirement (or its equivalent) at all eligible institutions by the end of the academic year based on initial 

college enrollment.  

 

 E. The institution where the student is transferring will determine the classification of the entering transferring 

student based on initial college enrollment and will use this classification to determine the remaining terms of 

eligibility in compliance with the “Terms of Eligibility” Section. 

 

 F. Students transferring to an eligible public or independent four-year South Carolina institution may be 

eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement if they meet the requirements under Section 62-1200.10 

and: 

 

  1. The student is a LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring from an out-of-state institution or from an 

in-state four-year institution to an eligible public or independent four-year institution at the end of the academic 

year. The student must earn a minimum 3.0 LIFE GPA and a minimum average of 30 credit hours by the end of 

each academic year of enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment) to receive a LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement beginning the fall term of the second, third and/or fourth year of enrollment. Transfer students 

enrolled full-time in an eligible, approved five-year degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth year of college enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment 

after high school graduation). 
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  2. The student is a LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring from an out-of-state institution or from an 

in-state four-year institution to an eligible public or independent four-year institution mid-year (i.e., spring term). 

The student may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the spring term of the second, third 

or fourth year of enrollment, if the student earned a 3.0 LIFE GPA and minimum average of 30 credit hours by 

the end of each academic year of enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment). Transfer students 

enrolled full-time in an eligible, approved five-year degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth year of college enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment 

after high school graduation). 

 

  3. The student is a LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring from a two-year institution to an eligible 

public or independent four-year institution at the end of the academic year. The student must earn a 3.0 LIFE 

GPA and a minimum average of 30 credit hours by the end of each academic year of enrollment (based on initial 

date of college enrollment) to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement beginning the fall term of the second, 

third and/or fourth year of enrollment. Transfer students enrolled full-time in an eligible, approved five-year 

degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth year of college 

enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment after high school graduation). 

 

  4. The student is a LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring from a two-year institution to an eligible 

public or independent four-year institution mid-year (i.e., spring term). The student may be eligible to receive a 

LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the spring term of the second, third or fourth year of initial college 

enrollment, if the student earned a 3.0 LIFE GPA and a minimum average of 30 credit hours by the end of each 

academic year of enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment). Transfer students enrolled full-time in 

an eligible, approved five-year degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in 

their fifth year of college enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment after high school graduation). 

 

62-1200.35. Students with Disabilities: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 A. Students who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must meet all eligibility requirements as defined in “Student Eligibility, Continued 

Eligibility, Regaining or Earning Eligibility, or Transfer Students” Sections except for the full-time enrollment 

requirement, if approved by the Disability Services Provider at the home institution. Students must comply with 

all institutional policies and procedures in accordance with ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 

1973. It is the responsibility of the transfer student to provide written documentation concerning services from 

the previous institutional Disability Services Provider. 

 

 B. The institutional Disability Services Provider must provide written documentation to the Office of Financial 

Aid prior to each academic year or term verifying that the student is approved to be enrolled in less than full-time 

status or earn less than the required annual credit hours. The institution is responsible for retaining appropriate 

documentation according to the “Program Administration and Audits” Section. 

 

 C. For renewal, students who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must meet 

all requirements as stated in the “Continued Eligibility” Section, except that if a student does not meet the annual 

credit hour requirement, the student must have been approved by the institutional Disability Services Provider 

in the prior academic year to be enrolled in less than “full-time” status or less than the required thirty credit 

hours. Each academic year, students must complete the required number of credit hours approved by the 

institutional Disability Services Provider for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal and 

earn a 3.0 “LIFE GPA.” Students must comply with all institutional policies and procedures in accordance with 

ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  

 

 D. Students who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 may receive the 

maximum number of terms of eligibility as stated in the “Terms of Eligibility” Section.  

 



42  EMERGENCY REGULATIONS 

 

South Carolina State Register Vol. 49, Issue 1 

January 24, 2025 

 E. In order to be eligible for the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, students who no 

longer qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must comply with all requirements 

set forth under the “Student Eligibility, Continued Eligibility, Regaining or Earning Eligibility, or Transfer 

Students” Sections. 

 

62-1200.40. Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs and National and 

International Student Exchange Programs: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 A. Students enrolled in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National or 

International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the home institution 

accepts as full-time transfer credit are eligible to receive LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement 

funds during the period in which the student is enrolled in such programs. Students will be required to meet the 

continued eligibility requirements. 

 

 B. Eligible students may use the appropriated portion of LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement funds for internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs or National or 

International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the home institution 

accepts as full-time transfer credit. LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds must be paid 

directly to the student’s account at the home institution and cannot exceed the cost-of-attendance at the home 

institution or the cost-of-attendance at the host institution, whichever is less. The Commission on Higher 

Education will not transfer LIFE Scholarship or LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds directly to the institution 

where the student will participate in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs or National 

or International Student Exchange Programs. The institution is responsible for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement funds according to the “Policies and Procedures for Awarding” Section. 

 

 C. Students who enroll in one academic term at the home institution and also enroll in an internship, 

cooperative work program, travel study program or National or International Student Exchange Program that 

are approved by the home institution and that do not award full-time transfer credit during the same academic 

year, must complete an average of thirty credit hours and earn a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” by the end of the academic 

year to be eligible for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal for the next academic year 

(see Section 62-1200.15 (3)(a-d) for example). Students who did not use the entire eligibility for LIFE 

Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during this period shall be allowed to receive LIFE 

Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding summer or at the end of the 

maximum terms of eligibility based on their initial college enrollment date (provided the student meets continued 

eligibility requirements). 

 

 D. For students enrolled in an internship, cooperative work program, travel study program or National or 

International Student Exchange Program during the entire academic year that is approved by the home institution 

but does not award full-time transfer credit for the entire academic year, LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement renewal for the next academic year will be based on the prior year’s eligibility. Students who did 

not use the entire eligibility for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during this period 

shall be allowed to receive LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding 

summer or at the end of the maximum terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment (provided the 

student meets the continued eligibility requirements). 

 

 E. Students enrolled in an internship, a cooperative work program, a travel study program or national or 

international student exchange program during the academic year that is approved by the home institution and 

did not use the entire eligibility for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during this 

period shall be allowed to receive LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during the 

succeeding summer or at the end of the maximum terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment 

(provided the student meets the continued eligibility requirements). In order to receive LIFE Scholarship and 

LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds for summer school at the home institution, students must enroll in twelve 

credit hours during the summer. In order to maintain eligibility for the next academic year for students who only 
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attend summer school at the home institution, the student must earn twelve credit hours during the academic 

year. For students who enroll in summer school and one other term of the academic year at the home institution, 

the student must earn a total of twenty-seven credit hours (or its equivalent) for the academic year. The student 

must meet all eligibility requirements as specified in the “Student Eligibility” and “Continued Eligibility” 

Sections, except for the completion of the annual credit hour requirement for the academic year.  

 

 F. The home institution will be responsible for obtaining official certification of the student’s grade point 

average, credit hours earned, and satisfactory academic progress for the purposes of determining eligibility for 

LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal for the next academic year. 

 

62-1200.45. Military Mobilization: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 A. Service members who are enrolled in college and are affected by military mobilizations will not be 

penalized for the term they are required to withdraw after the full refund period based on the institutional policies 

and procedures. Institutions are strongly encouraged to provide a full refund of required tuition, fees and other 

institutional charges or to provide a credit in a comparable amount against future charges for students who are 

forced to withdraw as a result of military mobilization. Additionally, the term(s) that the service member is 

mobilized will not count against the maximum terms of eligibility. The service member shall be allowed to 

receive the unused terms for the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement while mobilized during 

the succeeding summer or at the end of the maximum terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment 

(provided the service member meets continued eligibility requirements). The service member must re-enroll in 

an eligible institution within twelve months upon their demobilization and provide official documentation to 

verify military deployment to the institutional Financial Aid Office upon re-enrollment to receive LIFE 

Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Reinstatement of the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement will be based upon the service member’s eligibility at the time he/she was mobilized. 

If the student re-enrolls after the twelve month period, the service member must submit an Appeal Application 

to the Commission on Higher Education by the established deadline in order to be considered for reinstatement. 

 

 B. Service members who are enrolled in college and are mobilized for an entire academic year may renew the 

LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the next academic year, if they met the eligibility 

requirements at the end of the prior academic year. Service members who did not use the LIFE Scholarship and 

LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds/terms of eligibility during this period due to military mobilization shall 

be allowed to receive the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding 

summer or at the end of the maximum terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment (provided the 

service member meets continued eligibility requirements). 

 

 C. Service members who are enrolled in college and are mobilized for one academic term must complete an 

average of thirty credit hours and earn a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” by the end of the academic year to be eligible for LIFE 

Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal for the next academic year (see Section 62-1200.15 

(3)(a-d) for example). Service members who did not use LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement 

funds/terms of eligibility during this period shall be allowed to receive the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement during the succeeding summer or at the end of the maximum terms of eligibility based 

on initial college enrollment (provided the service member meets the continued eligibility requirements). 

 

 D. In order to receive the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for summer school for 

the unused term(s), the service member must enroll in twelve credit hours during the succeeding summer term 

at the home institution. For service members who enroll in summer school and one other term of the academic 

year, the service member must earn a total of twenty-seven credit hours (or its equivalent) for the academic year. 

In order to maintain eligibility for the next academic year for service members who only attend summer school, 

the member must earn twelve credit hours during the academic year. The service member must meet all eligibility 

requirements as specified in the “Student Eligibility” and “Continued Eligibility” Sections for the LIFE 

Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, except for the completion of the thirty credit hour requirement 

for the academic year.  
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 E. The home institution will be responsible for receiving verification of military mobilization status, “LIFE 

GPA,” credit hours earned and terms of eligibility based on the service member’s initial college enrollment and 

eligibility for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal for the next academic year. 

 

 F. Service members of the United States Armed Forces will not be penalized for any credit hours earned while 

on military mobilization. The credit hours earned will not count against the terms of eligibility, but will be used 

toward the annual credit hour requirement for the LIFE Scholarship and towards the minimum fourteen credit 

hour course level requirement for the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

62-1200.50. LIFE Scholarship Refunds and Repayments. 

 

 A.  In the event a student who has been awarded a LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement 

withdraws, is suspended from the institution, or drops below full-time enrollment status during any term of the 

academic year, institutions must reimburse the LIFE Scholarship Program for the amount of the LIFE 

Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the term in question pursuant to the refund policies of the 

institution. Collection is the responsibility of the institution. 

 

 B. In the event a student withdraws or drops below full-time status after the institution’s refund period and 

therefore must pay tuition and fees for full-time enrollment, the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement may be retained pursuant to the refund policies of the institution. 

 

62-1200.55. Appeals Procedures: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.  

 

 A. The Commission on Higher Education shall define the appeals procedures. 

 

 B. Students who did not meet the continued eligibility requirements for the LIFE Scholarship at the end of the 

academic year due to an extenuating circumstance may request an appeal with the Commission on Higher 

Education. 

 

 C. The Commission on Higher Education will allow a student to submit only one appeal each academic year 

based on an extenuating circumstance. 

 

 D. A completed appeal’s application must be filed with the Commission on Higher Education by the 

established deadline of the academic year the scholarship is requested. The student must provide a completed 

application for appeal, a letter requesting an appeal describing the extenuating circumstance, official transcripts 

from all prior institutions, and any other supporting documentation to substantiate the basis for the appeal. It is 

the responsibility of the student to ensure that all documents necessary to file an appeal are received at the 

Commission by the established deadline. Commission staff will not contact the student regarding missing or 

incomplete appeals documentation. Failure to submit a completed appeal’s application by the required 

deadline(s) will result in forfeiture of the scholarship. 

 

 E. The LIFE Scholarship shall be suspended during the appeal period, but will be awarded retroactively if the 

appeal is granted. 

 

 F. Appeal Guidelines apply only to the LIFE Scholarship, not the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students 

cannot appeal solely on the basis of a loss of a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. However, students who appeal 

and are awarded the LIFE Scholarship under this section may be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement.  

 

 G. The Appeals Committee’s decision is final.  

 

62-1200.60. Institutional Policies and Procedures for Awarding: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement. 
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 A. All eligible institutions are responsible for ensuring that each student has met the criteria based on state 

law and regulation to determine eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement as 

stipulated in Section 62-1200.10 and Section 62-1200.15. 

 

 B. Each institution is responsible for reviewing all students based on the “LIFE GPA” calculation below to 

determine eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship. Institutions must use official transcripts from all eligible 

institutions for each student and the steps in Section E below. 

 

 C. The institution must use grades earned at all eligible institutions during any term (fall, spring, and/or 

summer) for calculating a “LIFE GPA” at the end of the academic year. 

 

 D. The student must certify by submitting a signed affidavit that he/she is responsible for submitting 

transcripts from all previous and current eligible institutions. Students who complete coursework at another 

institution at anytime during the academic year (fall, spring, summer) must submit an official transcript to the 

home institution at the end of the academic year to determine eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship. 

 

 E. Steps for calculating a “LIFE GPA:” 

 

  1. Convert all grades earned at an eligible institution to a 4.0 scale based on each institution’s grading policy 

where the grades were earned = Grade Points 

 

  2. Multiply the grade points by attempted credit hours = Quality Points (QP) 

 

  3. Divide the total quality points by the total number of attempted credit hours = LIFE GPA 

 

  4. “LIFE GPA” Formula: (Grade Points X Attempted Credited Hours = QP) = LIFE GPA 

 

Total Attempted Credit Hours 

 

 F. The “LIFE GPA” must include all grades earned at eligible institutions, including courses that do not 

transfer based on the institution’s policy and college courses taken while in high school. 

 

 G. The “LIFE GPA” must not include attempted credit hours earned for continuing education courses, 

non-degree credit courses for an associate’s degree or higher and remedial/developmental courses. 

 

 H. The student must meet the annual credit hour requirement at the end of the academic year based on initial 

college enrollment as defined in the “Continued Eligibility,” “Regaining or Earning Eligibility” or “Transfer 

Students” Sections. 

 

 I. LIFE Scholarship awards are to be used only for payment toward the cost-of-attendance as established by 

Title IV Regulations. Eligible four-year public and independent institutions shall identify award amounts up to 

the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours, not to exceed four thousand seven hundred dollars, plus a three hundred 

dollar book allowance (maximum $5,000 including cost-of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic year. 

Eligible two-year public or technical institutions shall identify award amounts, which cannot exceed the 

cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours plus a three hundred dollar book allowance (maximum $5,000 including 

cost-of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic year. For students enrolled at eligible two-year independent 

institutions, the award amount shall not exceed the maximum cost-of-tuition at the two-year USC regional 

institutions plus a three hundred dollar book allowance (not to exceed a maximum award amount of $5,000 

including cost-of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic year. Half shall be awarded during the fall term and 

half during the spring term (or its equivalent), assuming continued eligibility. The LIFE Scholarship in 

combination with all other gift aid, including Federal, State, private and institutional funds, shall not exceed the 

cost-of-attendance as defined in Title IV regulations for any academic year.  
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 J. The LIFE Scholarship Enhancement is an annual award. Half of the funds are to be disbursed in the fall 

term and half to be disbursed in the spring term. Students who change their major from an ineligible degree 

program to an eligible degree program during the same academic year shall not receive the LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement until the beginning of the next academic year (i.e., fall term). Students who change their major 

from an eligible degree program to an ineligible degree program during the same academic year may continue 

to receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement during the current academic year; however, the student cannot be 

awarded the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement the next academic year of enrollment in an ineligible degree 

program. 

 

 K. The institution shall specify exact LIFE Scholarship Enhancement amounts to be used only for payment 

toward the cost-of-attendance as established by Title IV Regulations at eligible four-year public and independent 

institutions in South Carolina. The annual LIFE Scholarship Enhancement award amount shall not exceed 

$2,500.00 per academic year for no more than three years of instruction if enrolled in an eligible four-year degree 

program or for not more than four years of instruction if enrolled in an eligible approved five-year degree 

program. Students enrolled in an eligible 3 plus 2 program shall receive a LIFE Scholarship for no more than 

four years of instruction and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for no more than three years of instruction. Half 

of the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds shall be awarded in the fall term and half during the spring term 

(or its equivalent), assuming continued eligibility. The LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in combination with all 

other gift aid, including Federal, State, private and institutional funds, shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as 

defined in Title IV Regulations for any academic year.  

 

 L. In determining the amount awarded for the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, all other sources of gift aid, 

including federal, State, private and institutional funds and the base LIFE Scholarship must be applied to the 

unmet total cost of attendance in accord with Title IV Regulations before calculating the LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement amount and receiving the funds. Adjustments to the financial aid package will be made to the LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement in accordance with prescribed Title IV Regulations in order to prevent an over award.  

 

 M. Students who have already been awarded a first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not eligible to 

receive a LIFE Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students enrolled in a program of study that is 

structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate degree as defined in the “Program 

Definitions” Section must maintain their undergraduate status in order to receive a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement each academic term, with the exception of students majoring in the Doctor of 

Pharmacy Program at South University, the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at Presbyterian College, the Master’s 

of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program at the Medical University of South Carolina, the Doctor of 

Pharmacy Program at the University of South Carolina-Columbia and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the 

Medical University of South Carolina. 

 

 N. Eligible institutions shall provide an award notification to eligible students that contains the terms and 

conditions of the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Institutions will notify students and 

the SC Commission on Higher Education of any adjustments in LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement funds that may result from an over award, change in eligibility, change in the student’s residency 

or change in financial status or other matters. 

 

 O. The institution must retain annual paper or electronic documentation for each LIFE Scholarship and LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement award to include at a minimum: 

 

  1. Award notification; 

 

  2. Institutional disbursement to student; 

 

  3. Student’s residency status; 

 

  4. Refunds and repayments (if appropriate); 
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  5. Enrollment and curriculum requirements; 

 

  6. Verification of a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” and the required number of annual credit hours based on initial college 

enrollment; 

 

  7. Affidavit documenting that the student: a) has never been convicted of any felonies and/or a second or 

subsequent alcohol/ drug-related misdemeanor offenses within the past academic year; b) understands that 

non-degree credit hours will not be used in calculating the “LIFE GPA” or credit hour requirements if they are 

enrolled in an associate’s degree or higher; and c) must certify that they have submitted transcripts from all 

previous and current institutions attended; 

 

  8. Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR) or affidavit documenting that the student is not in default 

or does not owe a refund or repayment on any state or federal financial aid; 

 

  9. High school transcript(s) and corresponding rank report (if applicable) verifying graduation or home 

school completion date, grade point averages and class ranks (first-time entering freshmen) or GED or Adult 

Education High School Diploma; 

 

  10. SAT or ACT scores (first-time entering freshmen); 

 

  11. Verification of student’s disability from Institutional Disability Service Provider and verification of 

reduced course-load requirement (if appropriate); 

 

  12. Military mobilization orders (if appropriate); 

 

  13. Beginning with the 2007-08 freshman class and thereafter, all institutions must retain documentation 

verifying that students met the minimum fourteen credit hour course level requirement by the end of the first 

year of college enrollment for the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement; 

 

  14. Verification from academic department of enrollment in a declared major in an eligible degree program 

(LIFE and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement purposes only); 

 

  15. Documentation from Registrar or Admissions office that student’s final high school GPA has been 

calculated pursuant to a grading scale that is at least equal to the SC UGP (For students who are attempting to 

use a class rank from an out-of-state institution to qualify for the LIFE Scholarship); and  

 

  16. Verification from the institution that lawful presence of the student in the US has been verified.  

 

  17. Collect certification from education majors receiving enhancement/stipend monies of their completed 

contractual work agreement for the stipend. 

 

 P. It is the institution’s responsibility to ensure that only eligible students receive a LIFE Scholarship and LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement award. 

 

 Q.  Any student who has attempted to obtain or has obtained a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement award through means of a willfully false statement or failure to reveal any material fact, condition, 

or circumstances affecting eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or criminal penalties, including loss of 

the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 R. At the end of the spring term each academic year, the institution must notify all LIFE Scholarship recipients 

who have not met the continued eligibility requirements for the next academic year. The notification should 
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include information regarding the student’s ability to attend summer school in order to meet the continued 

eligibility requirements. 

 

62-1200.65. Institutional Disbursements: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 A. Eligible four-year public and independent institutions shall award LIFE Scholarship amounts, which cannot 

exceed the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours a year, not to exceed four thousand seven hundred dollars, plus 

a three hundred dollar book allowance (maximum $5,000 including cost-of-tuition plus book allowance) per 

academic year. Eligible two-year public or technical institutions shall award LIFE Scholarship amounts, which 

cannot exceed the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours plus a three hundred dollar book allowance (not to exceed 

a maximum award amount of $5,000 including cost-of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic year. For 

students enrolled at eligible two-year independent institutions, the award amount for a LIFE Scholarship shall 

not exceed the maximum cost-of-tuition at the two-year USC regional institutions plus a three hundred dollar 

book allowance (not to exceed a maximum award amount of $5,000 including cost-of-tuition plus book 

allowance) per academic year. Half of the LIFE Scholarship shall be awarded during the fall term and half during 

the spring term (or its equivalent), assuming continued eligibility. LIFE Scholarship funds cannot be disbursed 

during the summer or any interim sessions with the exception to disbursements that meet the requisites under 

the “Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs and National and 

International Student Exchange Programs” or “Military Mobilization” Sections. The LIFE Scholarship in 

combination with all other gift aid, including Federal, State, private and institutional funds, shall not exceed the 

cost-of-attendance as defined in Title IV regulations for any academic year.  

 

 B. Eligible four-year public and independent institutions only shall award LIFE Scholarship Enhancement 

amounts, which cannot exceed the cost-of-attendance for thirty credit hours a year, not to exceed $2,500 per 

academic year. The LIFE Scholarship Enhancement cannot be disbursed during the summer or any interim 

sessions with the exception of disbursements that meet the requisites under the “Enrollment in Internships, 

Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs and National and International Student Exchange 

Programs” or “Military Mobilization” Sections. The LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in combination with all 

other gift aid, including Federal, State, private and institutional funds, shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as 

defined in Title IV Regulations for any academic year.  

 

 C. The LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement may not be applied to a second bachelor’s 

degree or a graduate degree program as defined in the “Program Definitions” Section. In the event of early 

graduation, the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement awards are discontinued. Students are 

eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of eight consecutive terms (or its equivalent) and a LIFE 

Scholarship Enhancement for a maximum of six consecutive terms (or its equivalent) towards an undergraduate 

degree, as long as all other eligibility requirements are met and the program is approved by the Commission on 

Higher Education. In such cases where students are enrolled in a program of study that is structured so as not to 

require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree, which will be the 

students’ first academic degree awarded, such students must maintain their undergraduate status to be awarded 

the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, with the exception of students majoring in the 

Doctor of Pharmacy Program at South University, the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at South University, the 

Doctor of Pharmacy Program at Presbyterian College, the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies 

Program at the Medical University of South Carolina, the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University of 

South Carolina-Columbia and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the Medical University of South Carolina. 

Students who have already been awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not eligible to be 

awarded a LIFE Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students enrolled in an approved five-year 

degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship for a fifth year of full-time, undergraduate work 

and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a fourth year of full-time undergraduate coursework. 

 

 D. In determining the amount awarded for the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, all other sources of gift aid, 

including federal, State, private and institutional funds and the base LIFE Scholarship, must be applied to the 

unmet total cost-of-attendance in accord with Title IV Regulations before calculating the LIFE Scholarship 
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Enhancement amount and receiving the funds. Adjustments to the financial aid package will be made to the base 

LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in accordance with prescribed Title IV Regulations in 

order to prevent an over award.  

 

 E. After the last day to register for each term of the academic year, the institution will verify enrollment of 

each recipient as a South Carolina resident who is a full-time, degree-seeking student. The institution must 

submit a request for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds and/or return of funds by the 

established deadline each term. In addition, a listing of all eligible recipients by identification numbers with 

award amounts for the term must be sent to the Commission on Higher Education. At this time any unused funds 

must be returned to the Commission on Higher Education immediately.  

 

 F. The Commission will disburse LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement awards to the eligible 

institutions to be placed in each eligible student’s account. 

 

 G. The student must be enrolled at the time of disbursement of LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement funds as a full-time student at the home institution, and meet all requirements as established in the 

“Student Eligibility” Section for a LIFE Scholarship and the a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students who 

are retroactively awarded must have been enrolled in a minimum of twelve credit hours (full-time) as a declared 

major in an eligible program under Section 62-1200.10 at the home institution at the time the LIFE Scholarship 

and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement would have been disbursed for that term. 

 

 H. The LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement are to be annual awards. Half of the funds are 

to be disbursed in the fall term and half to be disbursed in the spring term. Students who change their major from 

an ineligible degree program to an eligible degree program during the same academic year shall not receive the 

LIFE Scholarship Enhancement until the beginning of the next academic year (i.e., fall term). Students who 

change their major from an eligible degree program to an ineligible degree program during the same academic 

year may continue to receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement during the current academic year; however, 

the student cannot be awarded the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement the next academic year of enrollment in an 

ineligible degree program. 

 

62-1200.70. Program Administration and Audits: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 A. The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the oversight of functions 

(e.g., guidelines, policies, rules, regulation) relative to this program with participating institutions. The 

Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the allocation of funds, promulgation of guidelines 

and regulation governing the LIFE Scholarship Program, any audits or other oversight as may be deemed 

necessary to monitor the expenditures of scholarship funds. 

 

 B. According to the Audit Policies and Procedures for Scholarship and Grant Programs Manual, all eligible 

institutions that participate in the program must abide by program policies, rules or regulation. Institutions also 

agree to maintain and provide all pertinent information, records, reports or any information as may be required 

or requested by the Commission on Higher Education or the General Assembly to ensure proper administration 

of the program. 

 

 C. The Chief Executive Officer at each participating institution shall identify to the Commission on Higher 

Education a LIFE Scholarship institutional representative who is responsible for the operation of the program 

on the campus and will serve as the contact person. The institutional representative will act as the student’s fiscal 

agent to receive and deliver funds for use under the program. 

 

 D. The participating institution shall identify to the Commission on Higher Education an institutional 

representative who is responsible for determining residency classification for the purposes of awarding the LIFE 

Scholarship.  
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 E. All eligible independent and public institutions that participate in the program must verify the lawful 

presence of any student who receives a LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement prior to awarding 

the Scholarship to the student. When verifying the lawful presence of an individual, institutional personnel shall 

not attempt to independently verify the immigration status of any alien, but shall verify any alien’s immigration 

status with the federal government pursuant to 8 USC Section 1373(c).  

 

62-1200.75. Suspension or Termination of Institutional Participation: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement. 

 

 A. The Commission may review institutional administrative practices to determine institutional compliance 

with pertinent statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations. If such a review determines that an institution has failed 

to comply with Program statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations, the Commission may suspend, terminate, or 

place certain conditions upon the institution’s continued participation in the Program and require reimbursement 

to the LIFE Scholarship Program for any LIFE Scholarship or LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds lost or 

improperly awarded.  

 

 B. Upon receipt of evidence that an institution has failed to comply, the Commission on Higher Education 

shall notify the institution in writing of the nature of such allegations and conduct an audit. 

 

 C. If an audit indicates that a violation or violations may have occurred or are occurring at any eligible public 

or independent institution, the Commission on Higher Education shall secure immediate reimbursement from 

the institution in the event that any funds were expended out of compliance with the provisions of the Act, any 

relevant statutes, guidelines, rules, and regulations. 

 

 D. The institution is responsible for determining South Carolina residency and lawful presence of all LIFE 

Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement recipients. If it is determined that the institution has failed to 

verify the lawful presence and South Carolina residency of a LIFE Scholarship or LIFE Scholarship 

Enhancement recipient, the institution shall immediately reimburse the funds disbursed in error. 

 

 E. Independent and public institutions of higher learning in this, or any other state in the U.S., outside the U.S. 

or abroad, are prohibited from using the Legislative Incentive for Future Excellence or “LIFE” Scholarship in 

programs that promote financial aid incentives or packages. Any mention of the Legislative Incentive for Future 

Excellence or “LIFE” Scholarship in these financial aid packages must indicate the scholarship to be separate 

from the University that is offering the financial aid package, and reference the Legislative Incentive for Future 

Excellence or “LIFE” Scholarship as a separate financial aid award, provided to the student by the State of South 

Carolina.  

 

 F. The student shall be required to provide a state recognized, unique identifier in order to award, disburse 

and/or transfer the student’s LIFE Scholarship to an eligible institution. 
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Document No. 5369 

STATE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION  

CHAPTER 62  

Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 59-104-20 

 

62-300 - 62-375. Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program. 

 

Emergency Situation: 

 

With the S.C. General Assembly’s approval of Governor McMaster’s Act #156, effective July 1, 2024, the South 

Carolina Commission on Higher Education proposes the following revisions to Chapter 62 regulation, R.62-300 

through 62-375, South Carolina Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Scholarship Enhancement Program. The 

proposed regulation provides the allowance of education and accounting majors to be added to the Scholarship 

Enhancement Stipend. The proposed regulation provides the institutions the ability to award and disburse the 

Palmetto Fellows Enhancement Stipend for education, and accounting majors. We are also submitting these as 

emergency regulations to provide students immediate relief during the upcoming school year, effective for the 

Fall 2024 and Spring 2025 terms, as directed by Act #156. The regular regulation will be sent through the S.C. 

General Assembly for approval once they reconvene. 

 

Text:  

 

Table of Contents:  

 

62-300. Purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-305 . Allocation of Program Funds. 

62-310 . Definitions. 

62-315 . Initial Eligibility for Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. 

62-318 . Eligibility for Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-320 . Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Application. 

62-325 . Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Selection Process. 

62-330 . Policies and Procedures for Awarding the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-335 . Duration and Renewal of Awards. 

62-340 . Transfer of Reapplication for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto  

    Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. 

62-345 . Students with Disabilities. 

62-350 . Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs, or  

    National or International Exchange Programs. 

62-351 . Military Mobilization. 

62-355 . Appeals Procedures. 

62-360 . Institutional Disbursement of Funds. 

62-365 . Refunds and Repayments. 

62-370 . Program Administration and Audits. 

62-375 . Suspension or Termination of Institutional Participation. 

 

62-300. Purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 A. Pursuant to Act 458 and amended by Act 95 and Act 162 in 2005, the Commission on Higher Education 

shall promulgate regulation and establish procedures to administer the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program. 

The General Assembly established the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program to foster scholarship among the 
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State’s postsecondary students and retain outstanding South Carolina high school graduates in the State through 

awards based on scholarship and achievement. The purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program is to 

recognize the most academically talented high school seniors in South Carolina and to encourage them to attend 

eligible colleges or universities in the State. A secondary purpose is to help retain talented minority students who 

might otherwise pursue studies outside the State.  

 

 B. Pursuant to Act 115 and amended by Act 235 in 2008, the Commission on Higher Education shall 

promulgate regulation and establish procedures for administration of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship 

Enhancement. The General Assembly established the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement in order to 

foster scholarship among the State’s postsecondary students through awards based on scholarship and 

achievement. The purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement Program is to recognize the most 

academically talented college students throughout the state of South Carolina in the areas of education, 

accounting, mathematics and science and encourage them to attend eligible colleges or universities in the State. 

In order to receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, all students must qualify for a Palmetto 

Fellows Scholarship as stipulated herein. With Act 156, passed in 2024, the Enhancements were expanded to 

include students majoring in education programs leading to certification and accounting. 

 

 C. Independent and public institutions of higher learning in this or any other state in the U.S., outside the U.S. 

or abroad are prohibited from using the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship in programs that promote financial aid 

incentives or packages. Any mention of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship in these financial aid packages must 

indicate the scholarship to be separate from the University that is offering the financial aid package, and 

reference the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as a separate financial aid award, provided to the student by the State 

of South Carolina.  

 

62-305. Allocation of Program Funds. 

 

 A. Funds made available for higher education grants and scholarships under Chapter 143 of Title 59 of the 

1976 Code, as amended under Act 458, South Carolina Children First: Resources for Scholarship and Tuition 

Act of 1996, shall be included in the annual appropriation to the Commission on Higher Education. Fifty percent 

of the appropriation shall be designated for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program and the remaining fifty 

percent shall be for the Need-based Grants Program. However, in instances where the equal division of the 

appropriated funds between the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Need-based Grants Programs exceeds the 

capacity to make awards in either program, the Commission on Higher Education has the authority to re-allocate 

the remaining funds between the two programs.   

 

 B. Under the South Carolina Education Lottery Act, a designated amount shall be allocated for Palmetto 

Fellows Scholarships and shall be included in the annual appropriation to the Commission on Higher Education.  

 

 C. After expending funds appropriated for Palmetto Fellows Scholarships from all other sources, there is 

automatically appropriated from the general fund of the State whatever amount is necessary to provide Palmetto 

Fellows Scholarships to all students meeting the requirements of Section 59-104-20.  

 

 D. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement is contingent upon the availability of funds appropriated 

by the General Assembly each academic year. 

 

62-310. Definitions. 

 

 A. “Academic year” is defined as the twelve-month period of time during which a full-time student is expected 

to earn thirty credit hours. The period of time used to measure the academic year consists of the fall, spring and 

immediately succeeding summer terms. 

 

 B. “Annual credit hour requirement” is defined for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as a minimum of thirty 

(30) credit hours taken and earned at the end of each academic year based on the date of initial college 



EMERGENCY REGULATIONS  53 

 

South Carolina State Register Vol. 49, Issue 1 

January 24, 2025 

enrollment. Credit hours cannot include remedial, continuing education, exempted credit hours (such as AP, 

CLEP, IB, etc.), credit hours earned before high school graduation (dual enrollment) and credit hours earned the 

summer term immediately following high school graduation. Credit hours earned before high school graduation, 

including Advanced Placement (AP) credit hours, International Baccalaureate (IB) credit hours, exempted credit 

hours as well as credit hours earned on active duty, must be placed on the student’s official college transcript by 

the institution at which they are earned, and be counted toward the annual credit hour requirement for the 

purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. Eligible Palmetto Fellows may prorate their award 

amount for the term of graduation (see section 62-330.B.). 

 

 C. “Approved five-year bachelor’s degree program” is defined as a five-year bachelor’s program that is 

defined and approved by the Commission on Higher Education to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship for 

a maximum of ten terms and the Scholarship Enhancement for a maximum of eight terms at the same eligible 

independent or public institution in order to complete the requirements for a bachelor’s degree. An approved 

five-year bachelor’s degree program does not include institutional and cooperative “3 plus 2” programs.  

 

 D. “Bachelor’s degree program” is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading to the first bachelor’s 

degree as defined by the U.S. Department of Education.  

 

 E. “CIP (Classification of Instructional Program) Code” is defined as the U.S. Department of Education’s 

standard for federal surveys and state reporting for institutional data (majors, minors, options and courses). For 

the purpose of receiving the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, CIP Codes have been approved or 

identified by the Commission on Higher Education for eligible degree programs in the fields of education, 

mathematics and science.  

 

 F. “Continuing education coursework” is defined as postsecondary courses designed for personal development 

and that cannot be used as credit toward a degree. 

 

 G. “Continuously enrolled” is defined as enrollment without an interruption that would require the student to 

pursue a formal process of readmission to that institution. Formal petitions or applications for change of degree 

level shall be considered readmissions with the exception of students changing degree level within the programs 

cited in paragraphs L and HH of this section and students who have been granted preapproved leave status for 

no longer than one semester by their institution. Continuously enrolled includes summer terms, military 

mobilization, or students who transfer from a four-year institution only to return to a four-year institution. 

Students who are enrolled in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National or 

International Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution are considered continuously enrolled. 

Any student who has been suspended, expelled, does not attend subsequent (or consecutive semesters) that does 

not require a formal process of readmission to that institution, or voluntarily withdraws from a four-year 

institution and/or enrolls at a two-year institution during the interruption is considered to be no longer 

continuously enrolled. 

 

 H. “Cost-of-attendance” is defined by Title IV regulations and may include tuition, fees, books, room and 

board, and other expenses related to transportation, disability or dependent care. 

 

 I. “Cumulative grade point average (GPA)” is defined as the cumulative institutional GPA used for graduation 

purposes, which includes dividing the total number of quality points earned in all courses by the total credit 

hours in all courses attempted at the student’s home institution. The cumulative GPA must be at least a 3.0 at the 

home institution for graduation purposes at the end of each academic year based on the date of initial college 

enrollment.  

 

 J. “Date of initial college enrollment” is defined as the first time a student matriculates into a postsecondary 

degree-granting institution after high school graduation or completion of an approved home school program, 

excluding the summer term immediately prior to the student’s enrollment in the first regular academic year. 
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Students must remain continuously enrolled as any break in enrollment (excluding summer) will count toward 

the student’s terms of eligibility. 

 

 K. For the purposes of the Scholarship Enhancement, “declared major” is defined as an eligible degree 

program in which a student is enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student. The student must meet all 

requirements as stipulated by the policies established by the institution and the academic department the student 

is enrolled in a declared major in an eligible degree program. Students cannot take courses related to a specific 

program without meeting institutional and departmental policies and be considered enrolled in a declared major. 

Students must be enrolled in a declared major in an eligible degree program that is approved and assigned a CIP 

code by the Commission. Eligible degree programs are those listed as such on the Commission’s Web site. 

Students who change their declared major from an ineligible degree program to an eligible degree program 

within the same academic year shall not receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for that 

academic year. Additionally, students who change their declared major from an eligible degree program to an 

ineligible degree program within the same academic year will not lose eligibility until the next academic year.  

 

 L. “Degree-seeking student” is defined as a student enrolled full-time in a program of study that leads to the 

first bachelor’s degree, first approved five-year bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is structured so as 

not to require a bachelor’s degree at an eligible independent or public institution. Students must maintain their 

undergraduate status in order to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Scholarship Enhancement 

each academic year, with the exception of students enrolled in the following programs: 1) Master of Science in 

Physician Assistant Studies at the Medical University of South Carolina; 2) Doctor of Pharmacy at the Medical 

University of South Carolina; 3) Doctor of Pharmacy at the University of South Carolina; and 4) Doctor of 

Pharmacy at Presbyterian College. 

 

 M. “Eligible degree program” is defined for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement 

as a degree program in education, mathematics or science as approved by the SC Commission on Higher 

Education. These programs include education, science or mathematics disciplines, accounting, computer science 

or informational technology, engineering, health care and health care related disciplines (including nursing, 

pre-medicine and pre-dentistry) as defined by the Commission on Higher Education. Enrollment in a minor does 

not meet the requirements of an eligible degree program for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. 

Students must be enrolled in a declared major in an eligible degree program that is approved and assigned a CIP 

Code by the Commission. Eligible degree programs are those listed as such on the Commission’s Web site.  

 

 N. “Eligible high school” is defined as a public, private, charter, virtual, Montessori, or Magnet high school 

located within South Carolina, an approved home school program as defined in relevant State Statute (Sections 

59-65-40, 45, and 47) or a preparatory high school located outside of the State while the student is a dependent 

of a legal resident of South Carolina who has custody or pays child support and college expenses of the dependent 

high school student in accordance with Section 59-112-10. A "preparatory high school" (out-of-state) is defined 

as a public or private school recognized by the state in which the school is located to offer curricula through the 

twelfth grade and prepares students for college entrance. 

 

 O. “Early awards” is defined as a period determined by CHE to apply for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. 

Application must be made through the students’ high school. This period is generally from the end of the 

student’s junior year (3rd year in high school) through April of the student’s senior year (4th year in high school. 

 

 P. “Early graduate” is defined as a student who graduates mid-year their senior year.  

 

 Q. “Eligible institution” is defined as a South Carolina two-year or four-year public or independent 

postsecondary, degree-granting institution. 

 

 R. “Felonies” are defined as crimes classified under State statute (Section 16-1-10) for which the punishment 

in federal or state law and typically requires imprisonment for more than one year.  

 



EMERGENCY REGULATIONS  55 

 

South Carolina State Register Vol. 49, Issue 1 

January 24, 2025 

 S. “Fifth year” is defined as the ninth or tenth consecutive term of undergraduate coursework in an approved 

five-year bachelor’s program. The fifth year is based on the student’s date of initial college enrollment after 

graduation from high school. 

 

 T. “First/freshman year” is defined as the first or second consecutive term of undergraduate coursework 

following high school graduation. 

 

 U. “For graduation purposes” is defined as any grade or credit hour that the home institution requires in 

accordance with their policies and procedures for graduation of the student, including electives and additional 

coursework.  

 

 V. “Fourth year” is defined as the seventh or eighth consecutive term of undergraduate coursework. The fourth 

year is based on the student’s date of initial college enrollment after graduation from high school. 

 

 W. “Full-time student” shall mean a student who has matriculated into a program of study leading to the first 

year certificate program, first two-year diploma program, first associate degree, first bachelor’s degree, first 

approved five-year bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s 

degree and leads to a graduate degree and who enrolls full-time, usually fifteen credit hours for the fall and 

fifteen credit hours for the spring term. In order for the student to be eligible for Scholarship disbursement, the 

student must be enrolled full-time at the home institution as stipulated by Title IV Regulations, except that credit 

hours may not include remedial coursework or continuing education coursework. Eligible Palmetto Fellows may 

prorate their award amount for the term of graduation (see section 62-330.B.). 

 

 X. “Gift aid” is defined as scholarships and grants that do not nor will not under any circumstance require 

repayment, and excludes any self-help aid such as student loans and work-study. 

 

 Y. “Home institution” is defined as the independent or public institution where the student is currently enrolled 

as a full-time, degree-seeking student and may be eligible for financial aid at the same institution.  

 

 Z. “Independent institutions” are defined, for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the 

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement Programs, as those two-year and four-year institutions eligible to 

participate in the South Carolina Tuition Grants Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code, 

which stipulates that an "independent institution of higher learning means any independent eleemosynary junior 

or senior college in South Carolina whose major campus and headquarters are located within South Carolina 

and which is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; or an independent bachelor’s level 

institution which was incorporated in its original charter in 1962, was granted a license to operate in 1997 by the 

Commission on Higher Education, has continued to maintain a campus in South Carolina, and is accredited by 

the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. Institutions whose sole purpose is religious or theological 

training or the granting of professional degrees do not meet the definition of ‘public or independent institutions’ 

for purpose of this charter”. Two-year independent institutions are not eligible to participate in the Palmetto 

Fellows Scholarship Program.  

 

 AA. “Ineligible degree program” is defined for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship 

Enhancement as any degree program that is not on the Commission’s posted list of eligible degree programs.  

 

 BB. “Late awards” is defined as a period determined by CHE for high school seniors to apply for the Palmetto 

Fellows Scholarship. Application must be made through the students’ high school. This period is generally from 

May through June of the academic year. 

 

 CC. Lawful Presence” is defined as individuals who are US citizens, permanent residents, or non-US citizens 

and non-permanent residents who are legally present in the US. When verifying the lawful presence of an 

individual, institutional personnel shall not attempt to independently verify the immigration status of any alien, 

but shall verify any alien’s immigration status with the federal government pursuant to 8 USC Section 1373(c). 
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Only those individuals whose lawful presence in the US has been verified prior to initial college enrollment may 

receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 DD. “Military mobilization” is defined as a situation in which the U.S. Department of Defense orders service 

members to active duty away from their normal duty assignment during a time of war or national emergency. 

Service members include: 1) active duty and reserve members in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and 

Coast Guard, and; 2) members of the Army and Air National Guard. 

 

 EE. “Misdemeanor offenses” are defined as crimes classified under State statute (Section 16-1-100), less 

serious than felonies, and are typically punishable by fine or imprisonment for less than one year. A complete 

listing is located under Title 16 of State statute. Examples of alcohol and/or drug-related misdemeanor offenses 

in South Carolina include, but are not limited to, possession of alcohol while under the age of 21, possession of 

marijuana/illegal drugs, open container, transfer of alcohol to persons under 21, providing false information as 

to age (fake identification), etc. 

 

 FF. “Multi-handicapped student” shall be defined as a student who, in addition to being visually or hearing 

impaired, has at least one additional disabling condition that qualifies the student to receive specialized 

postsecondary education.  

 

 GG. “Palmetto Fellow” is defined as a student awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship during his/her senior 

year of high school and continues to meet all eligibility requirements to receive the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship. A Palmetto Fellow who is not awarded any Palmetto Fellows Scholarship funds due to the cost of 

attendance being met by other sources of financial aid will still be classified as a Palmetto Fellow.  

 

 HH. “Program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree” shall be defined as a program 

of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a 

graduate degree, which will be the student’s first academic degree awarded, as defined by the U.S. Department 

of Education. Students are eligible for a maximum of eight terms as long as all other eligibility criteria are met 

and the program is approved by the Commission on Higher Education. Students must maintain their 

undergraduate status each academic term, with the exception of students enrolled in the following programs: 1) 

Master of Science in Physician Assistant Studies at the Medical University of South Carolina; 2) Doctor of 

Pharmacy at the Medical University of South Carolina; 3) Doctor of Pharmacy at the University of South 

Carolina; and 4) Doctor of Pharmacy at Presbyterian College. Students who have been awarded a bachelor’s or 

graduate degree are not eligible for funding. 

 

 II. “Public institutions” are defined, for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto 

Fellows Scholarship Enhancement Programs, as those two-year and four-year institutions of higher learning as 

defined in Chapter 103 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code, which stipulates "public higher education shall mean any 

state supported postsecondary educational institution and shall include technical and comprehensive educational 

institutions.”  

 

 JJ. “Reapplication student” is defined as a student who applied for and was offered the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship as a senior in high school, but declined the award to take a Gap year or attend an out-of-state, 

four-year institution. Students taking a Gap year (see section 62-310.SS.) must enroll in an eligible South 

Carolina institution no later than the fall term one year immediately following high school graduation and make 

a request to CHE for reapplication for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. During the Gap year, the student cannot 

attend any institution of higher education or earn any college credit hours or they forfeit their Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship. If the student was offered the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as a senior in high school, but declined 

the award to attend an out-of-state institution at any time during the eight eligible terms immediately following 

high school graduation, after attending an out-of-state four-year institution, the student must return to South 

Carolina, enroll in an eligible South Carolina four-year institution, and make a request to CHE for reapplication 

for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. 

 



EMERGENCY REGULATIONS  57 

 

South Carolina State Register Vol. 49, Issue 1 

January 24, 2025 

 KK. “Remedial coursework” shall be defined as sub-collegiate level preparatory courses in English, 

mathematics, reading or any other course deemed remedial by the institution where the course is taken.  

 

 LL. “Second year” is defined as the third or fourth consecutive term of full-time, undergraduate coursework. 

The second year is based on the student’s date of initial college enrollment after graduation from high school. 

 

 MM. “South Carolina resident” is defined as an individual who satisfies the requirements of residency in 

accordance with the state of South Carolina’s Statute for Tuition and Fees, Section 59-112-10, and all related 

guidelines and regulations promulgated by the Commission on Higher Education as determined by the 

institutional residency officer each academic year. A student must be considered a South Carolina resident at the 

time of high school graduation, and at the time of initial college enrollment, in order to receive a Palmetto 

Fellows Scholarship. 

 

 NN. “Satisfactory academic progress in a declared major” is defined for the purposes of the Scholarship 

Enhancement as the progress required by the institution and academic department in which the student is enrolled 

as a full-time, degree-seeking student. Students must meet all requirements for satisfactory academic progress 

toward degree completion in their declared major as established by the policies of both the institution and the 

declared major in which the student is enrolled to meet the requirements of satisfactory academic progress. 

 

 OO. “Substantially deviates” shall be defined, for the purposes of reviewing out-of-state preparatory high 

school grading scales, as being less than equivalent to the current South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy.  

 

 PP. “Transfer student” is defined, for the purposes of the Program, as a student who has changed full-time 

enrollment from one eligible independent or public institution to another eligible independent or public 

institution.  

 

 QQ. “Transient student” is defined as a student enrolled in a non-matriculated status, which means he/she is 

granted temporary admission to earn credit hours that will transfer back to his/her home institution toward a 

degree. A transient student is not eligible to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or the Scholarship 

Enhancement unless the student is participating in a program that is both approved and accepted as full-time 

transfer credit by the home institution. 

 

 RR. “Third year” is defined as the fifth or sixth consecutive term of undergraduate coursework. The third year 

is based on the student’s date of initial college enrollment after graduation from high school. 

 

 SS. “Gap Year” is defined as a period of time immediately following high school graduation, including a 

semester or academic year (Fall and Spring semesters) taken by the student as a break between high school 

graduation and the date of initial college enrollment. The Gap year must be taken immediately following high 

school graduation and does not constitute a break in enrollment. 

 

62-315. Initial Eligibility for Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. 

 

 A. In order to qualify for consideration for a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, a student must:  

 

  1. Meet the eligibility criteria stipulated under the “Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Application” Section;  

 

  2. Be enrolled as a senior in an eligible high school;  

 

  3. Be classified as a South Carolina resident at the time of college enrollment;  

 

  4. Be a U.S. citizen or a lawful permanent resident that meets the definition of an eligible non-citizen under 

State Residency Statutes whose lawful presence in the US has been verified at the time of enrollment at the 

institution. When verifying the lawful presence of an individual, institutional personnel shall not attempt to 
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independently verify the immigration status of any alien, but shall verify any alien’s immigration status with the 

federal government pursuant to 8 USC Section 1373(c). A student must be a legal permanent resident of the 

United States before being considered to be a South Carolina resident; 

 

  5. Be seriously considering attending, have applied, or have been accepted for admission to an eligible 

two-year or four-year degree-granting independent or public institution in South Carolina as a first-time, 

full-time, degree-seeking student; and 

 

  6. Certify that he/she has never been adjudicated delinquent, convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere to 

any felonies and any second or subsequent alcohol, or drug related offenses under the laws of this or any other 

state or under the laws of the United States by submitting a signed affidavit each academic year to the home 

institution testifying to the fact, except that a high school or college student who has been adjudicated delinquent, 

convicted, or pled guilty or nolo contendere of a second or subsequent alcohol or drug related misdemeanor 

offense is only ineligible the next academic year of enrollment in an eligible independent or public institution 

after the date of the adjudication, conviction or plea. If the adjudication, conviction, or plea occurs during the 

academic year after the student has already submitted a signed affidavit to the home institution, the student will 

continue to be eligible for the remainder of that academic year. However, the student will be ineligible the 

following academic year of enrollment. If a student completes a pretrial intervention program and subsequently 

has his/her record expunged, the conviction will not affect the student’s eligibility; 

 

  7. Submit the official Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Application by the established deadline(s) and comply 

with all the directions contained therein.  

 

 B. The high schools shall ensure that all students meeting the eligibility criteria are given the opportunity to 

be included in the applicant pool.  

 

 C. A student who graduates immediately after the high school sophomore year is eligible to apply for the 

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, providing that the student meets all eligibility requirements as described in the 

“Initial Eligibility” Section and providing that the student is entering an eligible independent or public four-year 

institution no later than the fall term one year immediately following high school graduation.  

 

 D. A student who graduates in December/January of the high school senior year (considered an early graduate) 

is eligible to apply for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship after the completion of the junior year but prior to 

graduating high school, provided that the student meets all eligibility requirements as described in the “Initial 

Eligibility” Section and provided that the student is entering an eligible independent or public four-year 

institution no later than the Spring term one year immediately following high school graduation. Early graduates 

must be certified by the high school principal that they have met the South Carolina graduation requirements. 

Students who graduate high school mid-year are unable to use rank as an eligibility criterion. The South Carolina 

UGP GPA, as well as the high school graduation date, must be printed on the official final high school transcript. 

Students must enroll full-time continuously at a four-year institution no later than the Spring term one year 

immediately upon high school graduation. Early graduates who enroll mid-year (spring term) and are awarded 

the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship through the Early Graduation process will officially begin their initial college 

enrollment. In order to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship the next academic year for a student who enrolls 

mid-year, the student must earn a minimum of fifteen credit hours and a 3.0 cumulative institutional GPA by the 

end of the academic year.  

 

 E. Students cannot earn eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship after high school graduation. All 

students must apply and be awarded during the high school senior year.  

 

 F. Students receiving the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship are not eligible for the LIFE Scholarship, SC HOPE 

Scholarship or Lottery Tuition Assistance within the same academic year. 
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 G. Any student who attempts to obtain or obtains the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship through means of a 

willfully false statement or failure to reveal any material fact, condition or circumstances affecting eligibility 

will be subject to applicable civil or criminal penalties, including loss of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship.  

 

62-318. Eligibility for Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement.  

 

 A. To be eligible for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement each academic year, a student must be:  

 

 1. A Palmetto Fellow at the time the Scholarship Enhancement is disbursed; 

 

 2. Enrolled full-time, degree-seeking in a declared major in an eligible degree program; 

 

 3. Making satisfactory academic progress toward completion of his/her declared major; and 

 

 4. Enrolled in the second year, third year, fourth year, or fifth year (if enrolled in a Commission approved 

five-year bachelor’s degree) at an eligible four-year independent or public institution. 

 

 B. All Sstudents not majoring in education-related disciplines must successfully complete at least fourteen 

credit hours of instruction in mathematics or life and physical science, accounting, or a combination of these 

both at the end of the first year for the 2007 freshman class and thereafter of enrollment in college (based on 

initial date of college enrollment). For the purpose of meeting the fourteen credit hour requirement at the end of 

the student’s first year, exempted credit hours (AP, CLEP, IB, etc), credit hours earned while in high school (dual 

enrollment, credit hours earned during the summer session immediately prior to the student’s date of initial 

college enrollment, Pass/Fail courses with a grade of “Pass” (only), International Baccalaureate (IB) courses and 

Advanced Placement (AP) courses in mathematics, and life and physical sciences and accounting, taken in high 

school in which the student scored a three or more on the advanced placement test and received college credit 

may be used. However, remedial coursework and continuing education coursework cannot be used to meet the 

fourteen credit hour requirement.  

 

 C. Students who initially enroll in college mid-year (i.e., spring term) as a first year student and meet the 

requirements under Section 62-318 may be eligible to receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement at 

the beginning of the spring term of the next academic year (i.e., beginning with the third consecutive term of 

full-time enrollment based on initial date of college enrollment). A student who initially enrolls mid-year (i.e., 

spring term) must earn a minimum of 15 credit hours and a 3.0 cumulative institutional GPA to be awarded a 

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship the following academic year. A student must earn a 3.0 cumulative institutional 

GPA and a minimum of 30 credit hours each subsequent year of enrollment to receive a Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

  D. For the 2024-25 academic year, a resident student who is at least a sophomore attending a four-year public 

or independent institution of higher learning in this State, who is majoring in science, mathematics, accounting, 

or an education program that leads to certification as defined by the Commission on Higher Education, and who 

is receiving a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship for the current year, shall receive an additional Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship stipend equal to the cost of attendance after applying all other scholarships or grants, not to exceed 

two thousand five hundred dollars each year for no more than three additional years of instruction, including 

their sophomore year, if enrolled in a four-year degree program, or for not more than four additional years of 

instruction, including their sophomore year, if enrolled in an approved five-year degree program or a 3 plus 2 

program. To receive the additional Palmetto Fellows Scholarship stipend each year, the student must receive the 

underlying Palmetto Fellows Scholarship for that year and must be making acceptable progress each year toward 

receiving a degree in their education major.  

 

 E. All education majors receiving the enhancement/stipend based on their status as an education major must 

enter into a contractual agreement, including a default provision, that stipulates that the stipend recipient shall 
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upon graduation work in a South Carolina public school for at least one school year for every year the stipend is 

received. 

 

 F.D. Any student who attempts to obtain or obtains the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement through 

means of a willfully false statement or failure to reveal any material fact, condition or circumstances affecting 

eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or criminal penalties, including loss of the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 G. The Commission on Higher Education shall annually communicate with high school guidance counselors 

regarding the list of qualifying majors in this section. 

 

62-320. Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Application. 

 

 A. The Commission on Higher Education will send information regarding the application process to all South 

Carolina high schools, home school associations and district superintendents. High schools and/or home school 

associations that do not receive information regarding the application process from the Commission on Higher 

Education by the beginning of each application process must contact the Commission for information. It is the 

sole responsibility of the high schools, home schools, home school associations, and district superintendents to 

contact CHE regarding the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship program including the application process. High 

school officials will identify students who meet the specified eligibility criteria by each established deadline. 

High school officials must submit applications (both electronic and paper documentation) no later than the 

established deadline(s) along with the appropriate signatures, official transcripts and test score verification to 

the Commission on Higher Education. High school officials must certify each eligible applicant’s signature form. 

Students who are enrolled at out-of-state high schools are personally responsible for contacting the Commission 

on Higher Education about the application process and must adhere to the same established deadline(s).  

 

 B. The high schools and home school associations must submit a list to the Commission on Higher Education 

indicating the names of all students who meet the eligibility criteria at their high school. The list should indicate 

whether the student is submitting a completed application or declining the opportunity to apply. If the student 

declines the opportunity to apply, the high school will submit a form for each of these students, signed by both 

the student and the parent/guardian and indicating the reason(s) for not submitting an application. Students who 

decline to apply for the Scholarship forfeit any future eligibility under this Program.  

 

 C. Applications for early awards must be submitted to the Commission on Higher Education for the Palmetto 

Fellows Scholarship by the date established each academic year. Students must meet one of the following set of 

academic criteria in order to be eligible to apply for the early awards (students cannot use the early awards 

criteria to apply during the late awards):  

 

  1. Score at least 1200 on the SAT or 25 on the ACT through the test administration date as determined by 

CHE of the senior year; earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA on the current South Carolina Uniform Grading 

Policy (UGP) at the end of the junior year; and rank in the top six percent of the class at the end of either the 

sophomore or the junior year; or 

 

  2. The alternate criteria of a score at least 1400 on the SAT or 31 on the ACT through the test administration 

date as determined by CHE of the senior year and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the UGP at the end 

of the junior year, without regard to class rank.  

 

  3. High schools or home school associations that do not rank as an official policy; or high schools whose 

grading policy deviates from the current South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy and do not convert the 

graduating class grades to the current South Carolina UGP to determine class rank, must use the alternate criteria 

of meeting the academic requirements for the Palmetto Fellow Scholarship. 
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  4. High schools or home school associations shall not use ranking for the sole purpose of obtaining 

eligibility for the state scholarships.  

 

 D. Applications for late awards must be submitted to the Commission on Higher Education for the Palmetto 

Fellows Scholarship by the date established in June each academic year. Students must meet one of the following 

set of academic criteria in order to be eligible to apply for the late awards:  

 

 1. Score at least 1200 on the SAT or 25 on the ACT through the test administration date as determined by 

CHE of the senior year; earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA on the UGP at the end of the senior year; and 

rank in the top six percent of the class at the end of the sophomore, junior or senior year; or 

 

 2. Score at least 1400 on the SAT or 31 on the ACT through the test administration date as determined by 

CHE of the senior year and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the UGP at the end of the senior year, 

without regard to class rank.  

 

 3. High schools or home school associations that do not rank as a policy; or high schools whose grading 

policy deviates from the current South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy and that do not convert the graduating 

class grades to the current South Carolina UGP to determine class rank, must use the alternate criteria of meeting 

the academic requirements for the Palmetto Fellow Scholarship. 

 

  4. High schools or home school associations shall not use ranking for the sole purpose of obtaining 

eligibility for the state scholarships.  

 

 E. Students must have official verification that they earned the requisite score on the SAT or an equivalent 

ACT score. In order to determine the minimum composite score for the SAT, students must use the highest Math 

score combined with the highest Evidence-Based Reading and Writing score. However, students cannot use the 

Essay subsection score to meet the minimum SAT score requirement. In order to determine the minimum 

composite score for the ACT, students must use the highest English score combined with the highest Math score, 

Reading score and Science score.  

 

 F. Grade point averages must be based on the current South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy, reported with 

at least two decimal places, and may not be rounded up. The South Carolina UGP GPA and class rank (if 

school/association officially ranks as a policy) must be printed on an official final end of year high school 

transcript, which must also include a uniform date of calculation as determined by the Commission on Higher 

Education. The graduation date must also be printed on the final end of senior year high school transcript. No 

coursework completed after the date of uniform calculation can be included in the end of the year GPA. Student 

must meet the scholarship eligibility criteria within four years of high school coursework.  

 

 G. Class rank must be based on the South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy using diploma candidates only. 

Class rank is determined at the end of the sophomore, junior and senior years (not the beginning of the next 

school year) before including any summer school coursework or including any students who transfer into your 

high school after the school year ended in May/June. Students cannot be removed from the class because they 

did not meet the eligibility criteria to apply, declined to apply, are not residents of the State, do not meet 

citizenship requirements, plan to attend college out-of-state, etc. The class rank information must include all 

students who attended your high school that school year. Only one student may occupy each place in class rank. 

The rank policy and rank policy information must be available to parents, students, colleges, and universities, 

and the Commission on Higher Education in publication form to include a school’s website, student/parent 

handbook, and/or school profile. This language must include the ranking policy in place at the 

school/association. The ranking policy should be consistent in all places where the rank policy is published and 

is the same information disseminated to parents, students, colleges/universities, and the Commission. The South 

Carolina UGP GPA and class rank (if school/association officially ranks as a policy) must be printed on an 

official final end of year high school transcript, which must also include a uniform date of calculation as 
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determined by the Commission on Higher Education. The graduation date must also be printed on the final end 

of senior year high school transcript. 

 

 H. The number of students included in the top six percent of the class will be the next whole number if the 

top six percent is not already a whole number. For example, a class size of 185 students would include the top 

twelve students since 11.1 rounds up to twelve. For those high schools that officially rank as a policy (see section 

62-320.G.) with fewer than twenty students in the class, the top two students (students ranked as number one 

and two) shall be considered for the Scholarship regardless of whether they rank in the top six percent of the 

class. These students must meet all other eligibility criteria.  

 

 I. In order to apply for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship using rank as one of the eligibility criteria, home 

school students must be a member of an approved home school program (as defined in relevant State Statute) 

that provides an official class rank for their members. All high schools (see section 62-310.N.) and home school 

associations must submit a rank report on official school/association letterhead that includes the class rank and 

GPA based on the current South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy for all students in the applicant’s class. If a 

student is unable to obtain rank verification, he/she may also be eligible to apply using the alternative criteria of 

scoring at least 1400 on the SAT (or 31 on the ACT) and earning a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the South 

Carolina UGP, without regard to class rank. These students must meet all other eligibility criteria.  

 

 J. For schools or home school associations that do not rank as an official policy, students must use the alternate 

criteria to meet eligibility requirements for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. 

 

 K. For the purposes of meeting the rank criterion, the existing high school rank of a South Carolina resident 

attending an out-of-state high school may be used, provided it is calculated pursuant to a state-approved, 

standardized grading scale at the respective out-of-state high school. If the Commission on Higher Education 

determines that a state-approved standardized grading scale substantially deviates from the South Carolina 

Uniform Grading Scale, the state-approved, standardized grading scale shall not be used to meet the eligibility 

requirements for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. The school counselor from the out-of-state preparatory 

school also has the option of converting the cumulative GPAs of all students in the applicant’s class to the current 

South Carolina UGP to determine if the student ranks within the top six percent of the class and must provide a 

ranking report that identifies all students in the applicant’s class and their respective GPA’s based on the South 

Carolina UGP. When converting scores to the South Carolina UGP, weighting must adhere to the South Carolina 

UGP (i.e. honors no more than .50 and AP/IB no more than 1.0). In addition, scores/grades must correspond to 

the South Carolina UGP. For example, if a student earned a 90 in an honors class, the conversion of the 

scores/grades must be equivalent to the points assigned according to the current South Carolina UGP. To be 

considered equivalent, the out-of-state school’s grading scale must adhere to the following minimum 

requirements: 

 

  1. Must include all courses carrying Carnegie units, including units earned at the middle school and high 

school level; 

 

  2. To be equivalent to an “A” letter grade, the numerical average must be ≥ 90; to be equivalent to a “B” 

letter grade the numerical average must be between 80 and 89; to be equivalent to a “C” letter grade the numerical 

average must be between 70 and 79; to be equivalent to a “D” letter grade the numerical average must be between 

60 and 69; and to be equivalent to a “F” letter grade the numerical average must be between 51 and 59 (if a 

course with a numerical average of < 51 is considered passing by the high school the student earned the grade, 

then a 65 numerical average should be given);  

 

  3. Cannot add more than one half (.50) additional quality point for honors courses; cannot add more than 

one additional quality point for dual enrollment (DE) courses, Advanced Placement (AP) courses, and standard 

level International Baccalaureate (IB) courses; and, cannot add more than two additional quality points for higher 

level IB courses;  
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  4. Must classify all other courses as College Preparatory if they are not already classified as honors, DE, 

AP or IB. For a class to be classified as honors, the course must be in English, mathematics, science or social 

studies or be the third/fourth level for all other content areas; and  

 

  5. If no numerical average is available, all letter grades must be converted to the equivalent numerical 

average based on the following: all “A” letter grades must be converted to a 95 numerical average, all “B” letter 

grades must be converted to a 85 numerical average, all “C” letter grades must be converted to a 75 numerical 

average, all “D” letter grades must be converted to a 65 numerical average, and all “F” letter grades must be 

converted a 50 numerical average.  

 

 L. Students who attend out-of-state preparatory high school may also be eligible to apply by using the 

alternative criteria of scoring at least 1400 on the SAT (or 31 on the ACT) and earning a minimum 4.00 

cumulative GPA on the current South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy. The student’s school counselor must 

convert the student’s grades to the UGP to determine if the student meets the GPA requirement. These students 

must meet all other eligibility criteria, including South Carolina residency requirements. 

 

 M. Students submitted for the late award will need to make arrangements for tuition and fee payments as a 

student will not be notified of their PFS status in enough time to meet any institutionally established payment 

deadlines. 

 

62-325. Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Selection Process. 

 

 A. The Commission on Higher Education will notify students of their selection as a Palmetto Fellow along 

with the terms and conditions of the award.  

 

 B. Students who have met the academic requirements of the Scholarship must return a form to the Commission 

that designates an eligible two-year or four-year independent or public institution in which they plan to enroll 

by the date established by the Commission on Higher Education. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship will only 

be awarded to those students who have a lawful presence in the United States and have been identified as a South 

Carolina resident at the time of initial college enrollment. 

 

 C. Visually impaired, hearing impaired or multi-handicapped students who qualify for the Scholarship may 

use the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship to attend a two-year or four-year out-of-state institution that specializes in 

educating students with their impairment upon receiving prior approval from the Commission on Higher 

Education. The Commission on Higher Education shall make the final decision whether an out-of-state 

institution specializes in the postsecondary education of visually impaired, hearing impaired or 

multi-handicapped students.  

 

 D. The Commission on Higher Education shall ensure that there is equitable minority participation in the 

Program.  

 

62-330. Policies and Procedures for Awarding the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 A. The institution will identify award amounts, which cannot exceed: 

 

  1. $6,700 the first/freshman year and $7,500 for the second year, third year, fourth year and fifth year (if 

applicable) for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship; Eligible Palmetto Fellows may prorate their award amount for 

the term of graduation. 

 

  2. $2,500 for the second year, third year, fourth year and fifth year (if applicable) for the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement if enrolled in a eligible four-year degree program or for not more than four years of 
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instruction if enrolled in an eligible approved five-year degree program. Eligible Palmetto Fellows may prorate 

their award amount for the term of graduation. 

 

  3. For mid-year initial college enrollment (i.e. a student who starts college in the spring term), a student 

may receive a maximum of $3,350 for the spring term. Beginning the second academic year (i.e. the fall term) 

a student may receive up to $7,500 for the second year, third year, fourth year and fifth academic year (if 

applicable) for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship; Eligible Palmetto Fellows may prorate their award amount for 

the term of graduation. 

 

 B. Half shall be awarded during the fall term and half during the spring term. Palmetto Fellows Scholarships 

and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancements are to be used only toward payment for cost-of-attendance as 

established by Title IV Regulations with modifications set forth in D below for the academic year the award is 

made at the designated independent or public institution. The maximum amount awarded shall not exceed the 

cost-of-attendance as established by Title IV Regulations for any academic year. During the final term of 

attendance, the institution may prorate the Palmetto Fellow Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship 

Enhancement award amount, for the number of credit hours attempted for the current term of attendance, which 

must be the term of graduation for the student. Proration will be based on 12 credit hours.  

 

 C. Students who change their major from an ineligible degree program to an eligible degree program during 

the same academic year cannot be awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement until the next 

academic year. Additionally, students who change their major from an eligible degree program to an ineligible 

degree program during the same academic year will retain their Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement 

eligibility for the remainder of the current academic year.  

 

 D. Charges for room and board are to be limited as follows:  

 

  1. Room charges shall not exceed the average cost of on-campus residential housing; and  

 

  2. Board charges shall not exceed the cost of the least expensive campus meal plan that includes 21 meals 

per week. 

 

 E. In determining the amount awarded for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement, all other sources of gift aid, including federal, State, private and institutional funds, 

must be applied to the unmet cost-of-attendance before calculating the Scholarship and Enhancement amounts 

and making the award. Adjustments to the financial aid package will be made to the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement in accordance with prescribed Title IV 

regulations in order to prevent an over-award. 

 

 F. Although a student may be named a Palmetto Fellow, the student may not receive a monetary award, if the 

award when combined with all other sources of gift aid would cause the student to receive financial assistance 

in excess of the student’s cost-of-attendance as defined by Title IV regulations and the guidelines contained 

herein.  

 

 G. Eligible two-year and four-year independent and public institutions will notify students of their award 

along with the terms and conditions. 

 

 H. Effective Fall 2008, Section 59-101-430 (A), Chapter 101, Title 59 of the 1976 Code states that unlawful 

aliens are prohibited from attending South Carolina Public institutions of higher learning. This does apply to 

students who are currently enrolled, as well as new enrollees. In accordance of this law, institutions must institute 

a process that verifies an individual’s lawful presence in the United States. This process must verify any alien’s 

immigration status with the federal government. Students receiving the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the 

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement must be verified. Any student that is not verified and documented 

by the institution will not receive the Scholarship. 
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 I. All eligible independent and public institutions that participate in the program must verify the lawful 

presence in the US of any student who receives a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement prior to awarding the Scholarship to the student. When verifying the lawful presence 

of an individual, institutional personnel shall not attempt to independently verify the immigration status of any 

alien, but shall verify any alien’s immigration status with the federal government pursuant to 8 USC Section 

1373(c). 

 

 J. The institution must retain annual paper or electronic documentation for each award to include at a 

minimum: 

 

  1. Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR) or affidavit documenting that the student is not in default 

or does not owe a refund on any state or federal financial aid  

 

  2. Affidavit documenting that the student has never been convicted of any felonies and has not been 

convicted of any second or subsequent alcohol/drug-related misdemeanor offense within the past academic year 

as stated under “Initial Eligibility” and “Duration and Renewal of Awards” Sections  

 

  3. Award notification  

 

  4. Institutional disbursements to student  

 

  5. Verification student is not in default and does not owe a refund or repayment  

 

  6. Student’s residency status and citizenship status  

 

  7. Enrollment status and degree-seeking status 

 

  8. Verification of cumulative GPA and annual credit hours for renewal purposes 

 

  9. Verification from the institutional Disability Services Provider of student’s disability and approval of 

reduced course-load requirement (if appropriate) 

 

  10. Military mobilization orders (if appropriate) 

 

  11. Verification student met fourteen credit hour requirement at the end of the first year of college 

enrollment for the 2007-08 freshman class and thereafter (Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement purposes 

only) 

 

  12. Verification from academic department of enrollment in a declared major in an eligible degree program 

(Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement purposes only). 

 

  13. Verification from the institution that lawful presence in the US, and has been verified.  

 

  14. Collect certification from education majors receiving enhancement/stipend monies of their completed 

contractual work agreement for the stipend. 

 

 K. It is the institution’s responsibility to ensure that only eligible students receive the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement.  

 

 L. The student shall be required to provide a state recognized unique identifier in order for the institution to 

award, disburse, and/or transfer the student’s state scholarship and/or grant to an eligible institution. 

 

62-335. Duration and Renewal of Awards. 
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 A. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement where applicable shall 

be initially awarded for one academic year. The institution shall adjust the amount of the Scholarship and 

Enhancement awards during the academic year in the event of a change in the student’s eligibility.  

 

 B. Students selected as Palmetto Fellows must enter an eligible two-year or four-year independent or public 

institution no later than the fall term one year immediately following high school graduation. Students must be 

continuously enrolled at an eligible two-year or four-year institution. Students with a break in continuous 

full-time enrollment at a two-year or four-year institution will forfeit the scholarship. 

 

 C. A Palmetto Fellows Scholarship may be renewed annually for no more than a total of two terms towards a 

one-year certificate or diploma program, or four terms (based on the date of initial college enrollment) toward 

the first associate degree or two-year diploma program, or eight terms (based on the date of initial college 

enrollment) toward the first bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is structured so as not to require a 

bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate degree or for no more than a total of ten terms (based on the date of 

initial college enrollment) toward the first approved five-year bachelor’s degree. The Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement may not be awarded for no more than a total of six terms (based on the date of initial 

college enrollment) toward the first bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is structured so as not to require 

a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate degree or for no more than a total of eight terms (based on the date 

of initial college enrollment) toward the first approved five-year bachelor’s degree. Students who have already 

been awarded their first bachelor or graduate degree are not eligible to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship 

or the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. During the final term of attendance, the institution may 

prorate the Palmetto Fellow Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement award amount, for 

the number of credit hours attempted for the current term of attendance, which must be the term of graduation 

for the student. Proration will be based on 12 credit hours (see section 62-330.B). 

 

 D. The institution is responsible for obtaining institutional certification of each recipient’s cumulative grade 

point average and annual credit hours for the purposes of determining eligibility for award renewal. For the 

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, the institution must also obtain verification from the academic 

department of enrollment in a declared major in an eligible degree program. 

 

 E. By the end of the spring term each academic year, the institution must notify all Palmetto Fellows who 

have not met the continued eligibility requirements for the next academic year. The notification should include 

information regarding the student’s ability to attend summer school in order to meet the continued eligibility 

requirements.  

 

 F. The eligible two-year or four-year independent or public institution is responsible for reporting to the 

Commission on Higher Education credit hours earned at the home institution only. Transfer credit hours cannot 

be reported by the home institution. 

 

 G. In order to retain eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship after the initial year, the student must 

meet the following continued eligibility requirements:  

 

  1. Enroll and be continuously enrolled at an eligible two-year or four-year public or independent institution 

as a full-time, degree-seeking student at the time of Scholarship disbursement;  

 

  2. Earn at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA at the home institution for graduation purposes by the end of each 

academic year;  

 

  3. Earn a minimum of thirty credit hours for graduation purposes by the end of each academic year. 

Exempted credit hours (such as AP, CLEP, etc.), credit hours earned before high school graduation, and credit 

hours earned the summer term immediately following high school graduation cannot be used to meet the annual 

credit hour requirement; 
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  4. Certify each academic year that he/she has not defaulted and does not owe a refund or repayment on any 

federal or state financial aid. If a student has an Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR) or its equivalent 

on file, the ISIR information will be used to verify default status or refund/repayment owed. Students who have 

not completed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) must have an affidavit on file to verify 

that he/she is not in default and does not owe a refund or repayment on any federal or state financial aid, including 

the state grants/scholarships, Pell Grant, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, Federal Perkins or 

Stafford Loan; and  

 

  5. Certify each academic year that he/she has never been adjudicated delinquent, convicted or pled guilty 

or nolo contendere to any felonies and any second or subsequent alcohol/drug-related misdemeanor offenses 

under the laws of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States by submitting a signed affidavit 

to the home institution. However, a high school or college student who has been adjudicated delinquent, 

convicted, or pled guilty or nolo contendere of a second or subsequent alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor 

offense is only ineligible for the next academic year of enrollment at an eligible independent or public institution 

after the date of the adjudication, conviction or plea. If the adjudication, conviction or plea occurs during the 

academic year after the student has already submitted a signed affidavit to the institution, the student will 

continue to be eligible for the remainder of the academic year. However, the student will be ineligible for the 

Scholarship for the following academic year of enrollment. If a student completes a pretrial intervention program 

and his/her record is subsequently expunged, the charge will not affect Scholarship eligibility. 

 

 H. In order to retain eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, a student must:  

 

  1. Be a Palmetto Fellow at the time the Scholarship Enhancement is disbursed; 

 

  2. Be enrolled and continuously enrolled at an eligible four-year public or independent institution as a 

full-time, degree-seeking student in a declared major in an eligible degree program; 

 

  3. Be making satisfactory academic progress toward completion of his/her declared major; 

 

  4. Be enrolled in the second year, third year, fourth year or fifth year (if enrolled in a Commission approved 

five-year bachelor’s degree) at an eligible four-year independent or public institution; and 

 

  5. Successfully complete at least fourteen credit hours of instruction in education, mathematics, or life and 

physical science, or accounting, or a combination of these both at the end of the first year for the 2007 freshman 

class and thereafter of college enrollment. For the purpose of meeting the fourteen credit hour requirement at 

the end of the student’s first year, exempted credit hours (AP, CLEP, IB, etc.), credit hours earned while in high 

school (dual enrollment), and credit hours earned during the summer session immediately prior to the student’s 

date of initial college enrollment may be used. However, remedial coursework and continuing education 

coursework cannot be used to meet the fourteen credit hour requirement. Palmetto Fellows who were already 

enrolled in at least their second year in the 2007-2008 academic year only are not required to meet the fourteen 

credit hour requirement at the end of their first/freshman year.  

 

 I. Any student who attempts to obtain or obtains a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement through means of a willfully false statement or failure to reveal any material fact, 

condition, or circumstances affecting eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or criminal penalties, including 

loss of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

62-340. Transfer of or Reapplication for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship 

Enhancement. 

 

 A. Palmetto Fellows enrolled at an eligible two-year or four-year independent or public institution may 

transfer to another two-year or four-year eligible independent or public institution in South Carolina upon 
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obtaining prior approval from the Commission on Higher Education, by submitting a transfer form, which is 

available on the Commission’s Web site.  

 

 B. A student who applied for and was offered the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as a senior in high school, but 

declined the award to attend an out-of-state two-year or four-year institution no later than the fall term one year 

immediately following high school graduation or a student who attends an out-of-state institution at any time 

during the eight eligible terms, must reapply if they transfer to an eligible two-year or four-year independent or 

public institution in South Carolina. The reapplication form is available on the Commission’s Web site. 

 

 C. Transfer students and reapplication students are only eligible to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship 

and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for the remaining terms of eligibility (based on the date of 

initial college enrollment). 

 

 D. Transfer students and reapplication students must comply with all standards for continued eligibility as 

defined under the “Duration and Renewal of Awards” Section in order for their award to be eligible for transfer.  

 

 E. The eligible two-year or four-year independent or public institution is responsible for reviewing all Palmetto 

Fellows transferring to their institution to determine whether the students are eligible for the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. 

 

 F. The eligible two-year or four-year independent or public institution is responsible for reporting to the 

Commission on Higher Education credit hours earned at their institution only. Transfer credit hours cannot be 

reported by the home institution. 

 

62-345. Students with Disabilities.  

 

 A. Palmetto Fellows who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must meet all eligibility requirements as defined in the “Initial Eligibility” Section, 

except for the full-time enrollment requirement, in order to be eligible to receive funding. Students must comply 

with all institutional policies and procedures in accordance with ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 

of 1973.  

 

 B. For renewal, Palmetto Fellows who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

must meet all renewal requirements as defined in the “Duration and Renewal of Awards” Section, except for a 

student not meeting the annual credit hour requirement who is approved by the Disability Services Provider at 

the home institution to be enrolled in less than full-time status or less than the required annual credit hours for 

that academic year. Each academic year for award renewal, students must earn the required number of hours 

approved by the institutional Disability Services Provider at the home institution and earn a minimum 3.0 

cumulative grade point average at the home institution for graduation purposes. Students must comply with all 

institutional policies and procedures in accordance with ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  

 

 C. The institutional Disability Services Provider must provide written documentation to the Office of Financial 

Aid prior to each academic year verifying that the student is approved to be enrolled in less than full-time status 

or less than the required annual credit hours. It is the responsibility of transfer students and reapplication students 

to provide written documentation from the previous institutional Disability Services Provider.  

 

 D. Palmetto Fellows who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are eligible 

to receive up to the maximum number of available terms and available funds.  

 

62-350. Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs, or National or 

International Student Exchange Programs.  
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 A. Students enrolled in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National or 

International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the home institution 

accepts as full-time transfer credit are eligible to receive Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellow 

Scholarship Enhancement funds during the period in which the student is enrolled in such programs. Students 

will be required to meet the continued eligibility requirements.  

 

 B. Eligible students may use the appropriated portion of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto 

Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds for internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or 

National or International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the 

home institution accepts as full-time transfer credit. Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement funds must be paid directly to the student’s account at the home institution. The 

amount awarded cannot exceed the cost-of-attendance at the home institution or the cost-of-attendance at the 

host institution, whichever is less. The Commission on Higher Education will not transfer funds to the 

institutions where students will participate in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or 

National or International Student Exchange Programs. The home institution is responsible for funds according 

to the “Program Administration and Audits” Section.  

 

 C. Students who enroll in one academic term at the home institution and also enroll in an internship, 

cooperative work program, travel study program, or National or International Student Exchange Program that 

are approved by the home institution and that do not award full-time transfer credit during the same academic 

year must earn at least fifteen credit hours and a minimum 3.0 cumulative grade point average at the home 

institution for graduation purposes by the end of the academic year to be eligible for renewal the next academic 

year. The student may continue to be eligible for up to the maximum terms of eligibility based on the date of 

initial college enrollment (provided the student meets the continued eligibility requirements).  

 

 D. For students enrolling in an internship, cooperative work program, travel study program, or National or 

International Student Exchange Program that is approved by the home institution but does not award full-time 

transfer credit for the entire academic year, renewal for the next academic year will be based on the prior year’s 

eligibility. The student may continue to be eligible for up to the maximum terms of eligibility based on the date 

of initial college enrollment (provided the student meets the continued eligibility requirements).  

 

 E. Students enrolling in an internship, a cooperative work program, a travel study program, or National or 

International Student Exchange Program that are approved by the home institution during the academic year and 

did not use their entire eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship 

Enhancement funds during this period shall be allowed to receive one term of Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and 

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding summer or at the end of the maximum 

terms of eligibility based on the date of initial college enrollment (provided the student meets the continued 

eligibility requirements). In order to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement funds for the succeeding summer term, students must enroll in twelve credit hours at 

the home institution. In order to maintain eligibility for the next academic year for students who only attend 

summer school, the student must earn at least twelve credit hours by the end of the academic year. For students 

who enroll in summer school and one other term of the academic year, the student must earn a total of at least 

27 credit hours by the end of the academic year. The student must meet all continued eligibility requirements, 

except for the completion of the annual credit hour requirement for the academic year.  

 

 F. The home institution will be responsible for obtaining official certification of the student’s cumulative grade 

point average and annual credit hours earned for purposes of determining eligibility for Scholarship and 

Enhancement renewal for the next academic year. For purposes of Enhancement eligibility, the home institution 

must also obtain certification from the academic department of enrollment in a declared major in an eligible 

degree program. 

 

62-351. Military Mobilization.  
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 A. Service members who are enrolled in college and are affected by military mobilizations will not be 

penalized for the term they are required to withdraw after the full refund period based on the institutional policies 

and procedures. Institutions are strongly encouraged to provide a full refund of required tuition, fees and other 

institutional charges or to provide a credit in a comparable amount against future charges for students who are 

forced to withdraw as a result of military mobilization. Additionally, the term(s) that the service member is 

mobilized will not count against the maximum terms of eligibility. The service member shall be allowed to 

receive the unused term(s) while mobilized during the succeeding summer term or at the end of the maximum 

terms of eligibility (provided the service member meets continued eligibility requirements). The service member 

must re-enroll in an eligible independent or public institution within twelve months upon their demobilization 

and provide official documentation to verify military deployment to the institutional Financial Aid Office upon 

re-enrollment. Reinstatement will be based upon the service member’s eligibility at the time he/she was 

mobilized. If the service member re-enrolls after the twelve month period, the service member must submit an 

Appeal Application to the Commission on Higher Education by the established deadline in order to be considered 

for reinstatement.  

 

 B. Service members who are enrolled in college and are mobilized for a minimum of one academic year may 

be eligible the next academic year, if they met the continued eligibility requirements at the end of the last 

academic year of attendance. Service members may continue to be eligible for up to the maximum terms of 

eligibility based on the date of initial college enrollment (provided the service member meets the continued 

eligibility requirements). 

 

 C. Service members who are enrolled in college and are mobilized for one academic term must complete at 

least fifteen credit hours and a minimum 3.0 cumulative grade point average at the home institution for 

graduation purposes by the end of the academic year to be eligible for renewal for the next academic year. 

Service members may continue to be eligible for up to the maximum terms of eligibility based on the date of 

initial college enrollment (provided the service member meets the continued eligibility requirements). 

 

 D. In order to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for 

summer school for any unused term(s), the service member must enroll in twelve credit hours during the 

succeeding summer term at the home institution. For service members who enroll in summer school and one 

other term of the academic year, the service member must earn a total of at least twenty-seven credit hours by 

the end of the academic year. In order to maintain eligibility for the next academic year for service members 

who only attend summer school, the member must earn at least twelve credit hours by the end of the academic 

year. The service member must meet all continued eligibility requirements, except for the completion of the 

annual credit hour requirement for the academic year.  

 

 E. The home institution will be responsible for obtaining verification of military mobilization status, 

cumulative grade point average and annual credit hours for the purpose of determining eligibility to renew the 

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship for the next academic year. For purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship 

Enhancement, the home institution must also obtain certification from the academic department of enrollment 

in a declared major in an eligible degree program. 

 

62-355. Appeals Procedures. 

 

 A. The Commission on Higher Education shall define the procedures for scholarship appeals.  

 

 B. A student who does not meet the continued eligibility criteria for renewal of the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship forfeits continued participation in the Program and may request an appeal based on extenuating 

circumstances.  

 

 C. A student is allowed to submit only one appeal each academic year.  
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 D. A completed appeal’s application must be filed with the Commission on Higher Education by the 

established deadline of the academic year the scholarship is requested. The student must provide a completed 

application for appeal, a letter requesting an appeal describing the extenuating circumstance, official transcripts 

from all prior institutions, and any other supporting documentation to substantiate the basis for the appeal. It is 

the responsibility of the student to ensure that all documents necessary to file an appeal are received at the 

Commission by the established deadline. Commission staff will not contact the student regarding missing or 

incomplete appeals documentation. Failure to submit a completed appeal’s application by the required 

deadline(s) will result in forfeiture of the scholarship. 

 

 E. A student who fails to submit an appeal by the required deadline will result in forfeiture of the award.  

 

 F. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship shall be suspended during the appeal period, but will be awarded 

retroactively if the appeal is granted.  

 

 G. Students cannot appeal solely on the loss of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement.  

 

 H. The Appeals Committee’s decision is final.  

 

62-360. Institutional Disbursement of Funds. 

 

 A. The institution will identify award amounts, which cannot exceed: 

 

  1. $6,700 the first/freshman year and $7,500 for the second year, third year, fourth year and fifth year (if 

applicable) for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship; Eligible Palmetto Fellows may prorate their award amount for 

the term of graduation (see section 62-330.B.). 

 

  2. $2,500 for the second year, third year, fourth year and fifth year (if applicable) for the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement if enrolled in a eligible four-year degree program or for not more than four years of 

instruction if enrolled in an eligible approved five-year degree program. Eligible Palmetto Fellows may prorate 

their award amount for the term of graduation (see section 62-330.B.). 

 

  3. For mid-year initial college enrollment (i.e. a student who starts college in the spring term), a student 

may receive a maximum of $3,350 for the spring term. Beginning the second academic year (i.e. the fall term) 

a student may receive up to $7,500 for the second year, third year, fourth year and fifth year (if applicable) for 

the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship; Eligible Palmetto Fellows may prorate their award amount for the term of 

graduation (see section 62-330.B.). 

 

 B. Half shall be awarded during the fall term and half during the spring term. Funds cannot be disbursed 

during the summer or any interim sessions except for disbursements made in accordance with the requirements 

of the "Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs, or National or 

International Student Exchange Programs" or "Military Mobilization" Sections. Palmetto Fellows may not be 

funded for more than a total of eight terms of study toward the first bachelor’s degree or a program of study that 

is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate degree or for more than a total of 

ten terms of study toward the first approved five-year degree. Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancements may 

not be funded for more than a total of six terms toward the first bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is 

structures so as not to require a bachelor’s degree or for no more than a total of eight terms toward the 

first-approved bachelor’s degree.  

 

 C. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement cannot be applied 

to remedial coursework, continuing education coursework, a second bachelor’s degree or to graduate 

coursework, unless the graduate coursework is required as part of a program of study that is structured so as not 

to require a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate degree as defined in the "Definitions" Section or the student 

is enrolled in one of the following programs: 1) Master of Science in Physician Assistant Studies at the Medical 
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University of South Carolina; 2) Doctor of Pharmacy at the Medical University of South Carolina; 3) Doctor of 

Pharmacy at the University of South Carolina; and 4) Doctor of Pharmacy at Presbyterian College. In the event 

of early graduation, the award is discontinued. 

 

 D. Students who change their major from an ineligible degree program to an eligible degree program during 

the same academic year cannot be awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement until the next 

academic year. Additionally, students who change their major from an eligible degree program to an ineligible 

degree program during the same academic year will retain their Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement 

eligibility for the remainder of the current academic year.  

 

 E. The institution shall provide each Palmetto Fellow with an award notification for each academic year, 

which will contain the terms and conditions of the Scholarship and other financial aid awarded. Students will be 

notified of adjustments in financial aid due to changes in eligibility and/or over-award issues. The Commission 

on Higher Education, for documentation purposes, requires that each institution obtain verification of acceptance 

of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement and terms for the 

awards.  

 

 F. After the last day to register for each term of the academic year, the institution will verify enrollment of 

each recipient as a South Carolina resident who is a full-time degree-seeking student.  

 

 G. The institution must submit a request for funds and/or return of funds by the established deadline each 

term. The Commission will disburse funds to eligible independent and public institutions to be placed in each 

eligible student’s account. In addition, a listing of eligible recipients by identification number with the award 

amounts must be sent to the Commission on Higher Education by the established deadline each term. At this 

time, any unused funds must be returned to the Commission immediately.  

 

 H. The Commission will disburse awards to the eligible four-year independent and public institutions to be 

placed in each eligible student’s account.  

 

 I. The student shall be required to provide a state recognized unique identifier in order for the institution to 

award, disburse, and/or transfer the student’s state scholarship and/or grant to an eligible institution. 

 

62-365. Refunds and Repayments. 

 

 A. In the event a student who has been awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement withdraws, is suspended from the institution, or drops below full-time status during 

any regular term of the academic year, institutions must reimburse the Program for the amount of the Palmetto 

Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for the term in question pursuant to refund 

policies of the institution. Collection is the responsibility of the institution.  

 

 B. In the event a student withdraws or drops below full-time status after the institution’s refund period and 

therefore must pay tuition and fees for full-time enrollment, the award may be retained by the student pursuant 

to the refund policies of the institution.  

 

 C. In the event a student who has been awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement and has been identified as not being a South Carolina resident at any time, the 

institution must reimburse funds to CHE for the time period the student was no longer a South Carolina resident.  

 

62-370. Program Administration and Audits. 

 

 A. The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the oversight of functions 

(e.g., guidelines, policies, rules, regulations) relative to this Program with the eligible independent and public 

institutions. The Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the allocation of funds, promulgation 
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of guidelines and regulation governing the Program, any audits, or other oversight as may be deemed necessary 

to monitor the expenditure of funds.  

 

 B. According to the Audit Policies and Procedures for Scholarship and Grant Programs Manual, all eligible 

independent and public institutions must abide by all Program policies, rules and regulations. Institutions also 

agree to maintain and provide all pertinent information, records, reports or any information as may be required 

or requested by the Commission on Higher Education or the General Assembly to ensure proper administration 

of the Program.  

 

 C. The Chief Executive Officer at each eligible independent and public institution shall identify to the 

Commission on Higher Education an institutional representative who is responsible for the operation of the 

Program on the campus and will serve as the contact person for the Program. The institutional representative 

will act as the student’s fiscal agent to receive and deliver funds for use under the Program. 

 

 D. All eligible independent and public institutions that participate in the program must verify the lawful 

presence in the US of any student who receives a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship Enhancement prior to awarding the Scholarship to the student. When verifying the lawful presence 

of an individual, institutional personnel shall not attempt to independently verify the immigration status of any 

alien, but shall verify any alien’s immigration status with the federal government pursuant to 8 USC Section 

1373(c). 

 

 E. The participating institution shall identify to the Commission on Higher Education an institutional 

representative who will be responsible for determining residency and lawful presence classification for the 

purposes of awarding the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. 

 

 F. Independent and public institutions of higher learning in this, or any other state in the U.S., are prohibited 

from using the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship in programs that promote financial aid incentives or packages. Any 

mention of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship in these financial aid packages must indicate the scholarship to be 

separate from the University that is offering the financial aid package, and reference the Palmetto Fellows 

Scholarship as a separate financial aid award, provided to the student by the State of South Carolina.  

 

62-375. Suspension or Termination of Institutional Participation. 

 

 A. The Commission on Higher Education may review institutional administrative practices to determine 

compliance with pertinent statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations. If such a review determines that an institution 

has failed to comply with Program statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations, the Commission on Higher 

Education may suspend, terminate, or place certain conditions upon the institution’s continued participation in 

the Program and require reimbursement to the Program for any funds lost or improperly awarded.  

 

 B. Upon receipt of evidence that an institution has failed to comply, the Commission on Higher Education 

shall notify the institution in writing of the nature of such allegations and conduct an audit.  

 

 C. If an audit indicates that a violation(s) may have occurred or are occurring at any eligible independent or 

public institution, the Commission on Higher Education shall secure immediate reimbursement from the 

institution in the event that any funds were expended out of compliance with the provisions of the Act, any 

relevant statutes, guidelines, rules, and regulations. 
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Filed: December 18, 2024  11:19am 

 

 

Document No. 5367 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

CHAPTER 123 

Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 50-1-200, 50-1-220, 50-11-10, 50-11-2200, and 50-11-2210 

 

Emergency Situation: 

 

These emergency regulations establish seasons, limits and special restrictions for dove hunting on Dove 

Management Areas. Because the dove season begins December 22, 2024, it is necessary to file these regulations 

as emergency. 

 

Text: 

 

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA PUBLIC DOVE FIELDS 2024-2025 
 

Dove Management Area Regulations: The following fields are open only during the dates and times indicated 

below. A Wildlife Management Area permit and a Migratory Bird Permit are required for dove hunting on all 

fields. Fields denoted by an asterisk (*) require hunters to sign in and sign out on ALL hunts. No species other 

than mourning doves, white-winged doves, pigeons and Eurasian collared doves may be hunted during scheduled 

dove hunts.  

 

Statewide Season Dates: 

September 2 - October 5, November 16 - November 30, December 22, 2024 - January 31, 2025. 

Bag Limit: Mourning doves and white-winged doves: 15 per day, singly or in aggregate. No limit on Eurasian 

collared doves or pigeons. 

 

The following special regulations apply to all Wildlife Management Area Public Dove Fields: Hunters are 

limited to 50 shells per hunt. No entry onto fields before 12:00 noon. No shooting after 6:00 p.m. during the first 

segment of the season (September 2 – October 5). 

 

ABBEVILLE 

U.S. Forest Service – Power of Partnerships Field – Sept. 7 Wheelin’ Sportsmen’s Hunt. 1st season – Saturdays 

Only beginning Sept. 14. 2nd and 3rd seasons open Mon. – Sat.  

 

AIKEN 

*US Dept of Energy - Crackerneck WMA. 1st season – Sept. 7, 14, 21.  

 

ANDERSON 

Clemson University - Fant’s Grove WMA. 1st season - Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. Field Closed Oct. 5. 

Open 2nd & 3rd seasons – Saturdays Only. 

 

BERKELEY 

*U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Canal WMA. Sept. 7, 28; Oct. 5; Nov. 16; Jan. 18. Sept. 14 is Wounded Warrior 

Hunt Only -Invitation Only. 

 

CHARLESTON 

*DNR Botany Bay Plantation WMA. Sept. 7, 14, Oct. 5, Nov. 16; Jan. 11, 25 All hunts are Adult/Youth Only.  

 

CHEROKEE 

Duke Energy – London Creek WMA. Saturdays only beginning Sept. 7. 



EMERGENCY REGULATIONS  75 

 

South Carolina State Register Vol. 49, Issue 1 

January 24, 2025 

CHESTER  

U.S. Forest Service - Worthy Bottoms. 1st season - Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 2nd & 3rd seasons - Open 

Mon. –Sat. 

 

DNR Landsford Canal Forest Legacy Area. 1st season - Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 2nd & 3rd 

seasons - Open Mon. –Sat. 

 

CHESTERFIELD  

SC Forestry Commission – Sand Hills State Forest - Wilkes Chapel Field. 1st season –Saturdays Only Beginning 

Sept. 7. 2nd & 3rd seasons - Open Mon. – Sat. 

 

SC Forestry Commission – Sand Hills State Forest - Davis Field. 1st season – Opening Day Sept. 7, then 

Wednesdays Only beginning Sept. 18. 2nd & 3rd seasons – Open Mon. – Sat. 

 

CLARENDON  

*Santee Cooper - Santee Dam WMA. Sept. 7, 14, 28; Nov. 16; Dec. 28; Jan 11. 

 

*SC Forestry Commission - Oak Lea WMA. Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28; Dec. 28; Jan. 22. 

 

COLLETON 

*DNR - Donnelley WMA. Sept. 7, 14; Oct. 2; Nov. 20; Jan. 8, 22. 

 

FLORENCE 

Santee Cooper – Pee Dee Station Site WMA. Sept. 7, 21; Oct. 5; Nov. 23; Dec. 28; Jan.11, 25. Dove Hunting 

Only. 

 

GEORGETOWN  

*DNR Samworth WMA - Sept. 7, 21; Oct. 5; Nov. 23; Jan. 11, 25. 

 

GREENVILLE 

DNR Tall Pines WMA. Dove Hunting Only. 1st Season - Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 2nd and 3rd seasons 

– Saturdays Only. 

 

HAMPTON  

*DNR – Palachucola WMA. Sept. 7, 21; Oct. 5; Nov. 23; Dec. 28; Jan. 11, 25. 

*DNR - Webb Wildlife Center. Sept. 7, 21; Oct. 5; Nov. 23; Dec. 28; Jan. 11, 25. 

 

JASPER 

*DNR – Coosawhatchie WMA. Sept. 7, 21; Oct. 5; Nov. 23; Dec. 28; Jan. 11, 25. 

 

LAURENS 

DNR Cliff Pitts WMA - 1st season – Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 2nd and 3rd seasons open Mon. – Sat. 

DNR Gray Court Field. 1st season - Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 2nd & 3rd seasons open Mon. - Sat. 

 

LEXINGTON 

Hallman Field. 1st season - Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 2nd & 3rd seasons - Saturdays Only. Dove Hunting 

Only. 

 

MARLBORO  

DNR - Lake Wallace WMA. Sept. 7, 21; Oct. 5; Nov. 23; Dec. 28; Jan. 11, 25. Dove Hunting Only. 

 

MCCORMICK  
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*U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Bordeaux Field. Sept. 7 & 18; Oct. 2; Nov. 27; Jan. 15 & 22; Dove Hunting 

Only. Hunters must sign-in & out at 1009 McIntosh Rd. 

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Parksville Field. 1st season – Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 2nd & 3rd 

seasons – Open Mon. - Sat.  

 

US Army Corp of Engineers - Plum Branch Fields. 1st season – Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 2nd & 3rd 

seasons – Open Mon. - Sat.  

 

NEWBERRY  

SCDOT McCullough Field. Saturdays Beginning Sept. 7. Dove Hunting Only. 

 

DNR Belfast WMA. Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28; Nov. 30. 3rd season - Open Mon. - Sat. 

 

OCONEE 

U.S. Forest Service – Long Creek Tract. In order to hunt, adults must have 1 or 2 youth age 17 or younger. 1st 

season – Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 2nd season – Open November 16, 23, 30 Only. 3rd season – Closed.  

 

U.S. Forest Service - Ross Mtn. Field. Open 1st, 2nd and 3rd seasons. Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 

 

ORANGEBURG 

*Santee Cooper - Santee Cooper WMA. Sept. 7 is Adult/Youth Only. Sept. 14, 21; Nov. 16; Jan. 18. 

 

PICKENS 

DNR Property - Rifle Range. Open 1st, 2nd and 3rd seasons. Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. Dove hunting 

only. 

 

Clemson University - Gravely WMA - Causey Tract. Open 1st, 2nd and 3rd seasons. Saturdays Only Beginning 

Sept. 7. Dove hunting only. 

 

RICHLAND 

Love WMA – Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28; Oct. 5. 

 

SPARTANBURG  

Santee Cooper. 1st season – Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 2nd & 3rd seasons – Open Mon. – Sat.  

 

SUMTER 

S.C. Forestry Commission - Manchester State Forest 

*Bland Field 1. Sept. 7 is Adult/Youth Hunt Only. 1st season - Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 14. 2nd & 3rd 

seasons open Mon. – Sat. (Designated fields and the general forest). 

 

*Tuomey Fields Field A –1st season – Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 2nd & 3rd seasons open Mon. – Sat. 

(Designated fields and the general forest).  

 

UNION 

DNR Thurmond Tract. 1st season – Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 2nd & 3rd seasons open Mon. – Sat. 

 

U.S. Forest Service - Sedalia. Sept. 7 is Adult/Youth Only. 1st season – Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 14. 2nd 

& 3rd seasons - Open Mon. - Sat.  

 

U.S. Forest Service - Herbert Field. 1st season - Saturdays Only Beginning Sept. 7. 2nd & 3rd seasons - Open 

Mon. - Sat.  
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YORK  

DNR - Draper Tract. 1st season – Sept. 7, 21; Oct. 5; Nov. 23; Dec. 28; Jan. 11, 25. Dove Hunting Only. 

 

York County – Worth Mountain WMA. Sept. 7, 21; Oct. 5; Nov. 23; Dec. 28; Jan. 11, 25. Dove Hunting Only. 

 

SPECIAL YOUTH DOVE HUNTS: 

 

Eligibility for these hunts requires adults 21 years or older to bring 1 or 2 youths 15 years of age and younger. 

Youths 16 & 17 years of age may participate in the hunt with or without an accompanying adult. The following 

regulations also apply: (1) Adult must remain in the field and closely supervise participating youth at all times. 

(2) In parties of one adult and 2 youths, only one youth hunter may be handling a loaded firearm at any given 

time. (3) Adults are allowed to shoot. (4) Bag limit is 15 birds per youth participant. Birds harvested by individual 

hunters must be kept separate, and in no instance may an individual hunter harvest more than 15 birds. 

  

CHARLESTON COUNTY YOUTH HUNT 

Botany Bay Plantation WMA - September 7, 14; October 5; November 16; January 11, 25. 

 

OCONEE COUNTY ADULT/YOUTH HUNT 

1st season – Saturdays only beginning Sept. 7. 2nd season – Open November 16, 23, 30 Only. 3rd season – Closed. 

 

ORANGEBURG COUNTY YOUTH HUNT  

Santee Cooper - Santee Cooper WMA. September 7. 

 

SUMTER COUNTY YOUTH HUNT 

Manchester State Forest near Wedgefield Bland Tract - Field 1 near Wedgefield - September 7. 

 

UNION COUNTY YOUTH HUNT 

Sedalia Field (U.S. Forest Service) - September 7. 

 

YORK COUNTY YOUTH HUNT 

SCDNR - Draper WMA - September 7. 

 

Statement of Need and Reasonableness: 

 

Since existing regulations only apply to specific wildlife management areas, new regulations must be filed to 

establish seasons, bag limits and methods of hunting and taking of wildlife on new WMAs as well as expanding 

use opportunities on existing WMAs. Since the availability of specific fields changes each year and season dates 

change as allowed by Federal Regulation it is necessary to file Dove Field regulations annually. Because these 

hunts begin on December 22, it is necessary to file these regulations as emergency so they take effect 

immediately. 

 

Fiscal Impact Statement: 

 

This amendment of Regulation 123-40 will result in increased public hunting opportunities which should 

generate additional State revenue through license sales. In addition, local economies should benefit from sales 

of hunting supplies, food and overnight accommodations. Sales taxes on these items will also directly benefit 

government. 
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Document No. 5357 

STATE BOARD OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

CHAPTER 15 

Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 34-1-110(3) and 34-26-210 

 

15-47. Merger Procedures for State Credit Unions. 

 

Synopsis: 

 

The State Board of Financial Institutions (BOFI) proposes to amend Regulation 15-47 to simplify and clarify 

merger procedures for state-chartered credit unions, and also to provide parity with federal credit unions 

regarding the merger process. 

 

The Notice of Drafting was published in the State Register on September 27, 2024. The Proposed Regulation 

was published in the State Register on November 22, 2024. 

 

Instructions:  

 

Amend the regulation as follows.  

 

Text: 

 

15-47. Merger Procedures for State Credit Unions. 

 

I. SCOPE 

 

 (a) Pursuant to Section 34-26-1210, a South Carolina state chartered credit union may merge with another 

South Carolina state chartered credit union, an out-of-state credit union, or a federal credit union with approval 

of each credit union’s regulator. The following procedures shall apply to all proposed mergers involving a South 

Carolina state chartered credit union. 

 

II. DEFINITIONS 

 

 (a) As used herein: 

 

  (1) “Continuing credit union” means the credit union that will continue in operation after the merger. 

 

  (2) “Federal credit union” means any credit union chartered by the National Credit Union Administration. 

 

  (3) “Merger” means a transaction between two or more credit unions, one of which is a South Carolina 

state-chartered credit union, in which the credit unions consolidate to form one credit union. 

 

  (4) “Merger Proposal” means the information requested in Subsection III(a) of this regulation. 

 

  (5) “Merging credit union” means the credit union(s) that will cease to exist as an operating credit union at 

the time of the merger. 

 

  (6) “Merger-related financial arrangement” has the meaning set forth in for this term in 12 CFR 708b.2. 

 

  (7) “Out-of-state credit union” means any credit union chartered under the laws of a state or territory of the 

United States other than South Carolina. 
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  (8) “Record Date” means the date announced by the Board of Directors of the merging credit union as the 

date by which a person must have been a member of the merging credit union to be eligible to vote on a proposed 

merger. 

 

  (9) “South Carolina state chartered credit union” means any credit union chartered under the laws of South 

Carolina. 

 

III. MERGER PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURE 

 

 (a) The Board of Financial Institutions must review and approve a proposed merger before the merging credit 

union(s) may submit the merger to a membership vote. When requesting this approval, a Merger Proposal shall 

be submitted to the Commissioner of Banking which shall include the following materials: 

 

  (1) Resolutions approved by a majority of the members of the Boards of Directors of the continuing credit 

union and the merging credit union(s) that indicate agreement to pursue a merger; 

 

  (2) A Merger Plan which includes: 

 

   (i) Current financial reports of each credit union as of the same date; 

 

   (ii) Current delinquent loan summaries and analyses of the adequacy of the Allowance for Credit Losses 

accounts of each credit union as of the same date; 

 

   (iii) Consolidated financial report that describes any provisions for reserves, undivided earnings or 

dividends; 

 

   (iv) An analysis of share values and an explanation of any proposed share adjustments; 

 

   (v) Provisions with respect to notification and payment of creditors; 

 

   (vi) Description of any merger-related financial arrangement; 

 

   (vii) Explanation of any anticipated changes relative to insurance of member accounts; and 

 

   (viii) A certification that all assets and liabilities of the continuing credit union will conform with the 

South Carolina Credit Union Act and applicable rules and regulations, where the continuing credit union is a 

South Carolina state chartered credit union; 

 

  (3) Proposed bylaws for the continuing credit union; 

 

  (4) Names of individuals proposed to serve on the Board of Directors of the continuing credit union; 

 

  (5) Proposed merger agreement; 

 

  (6) Proposed Notice of Meeting for the member meeting at which the merging credit union(s)’ 

membership(s) will vote on the proposed merger, which may be the annual meeting or a special meeting, which 

shall contain a statement that members may vote on the proposed merger in person or by mail ballot (or 

electronically, if the merging credit union(s)’ bylaws permit) received by the merging credit union(s) no later 

than the date and time announced for the member meeting called to vote on the proposed merger. 

 

   (i) If the vote is to be taken at an in-person meeting, the notice shall specify the purpose of the meeting 

and the time and place. 
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   (ii) If the vote is to be taken by mail or electronic ballot, the notice shall contain instructions for ballot 

submission and the opening and closing dates for ballot submission. The electronic ballot submission period 

shall remain open for no less than 5 days and shall end at the date and time announced for the member meeting 

called to vote on the proposed merger. 

 

  (7) A summary of the merger plan, which shall contain, but not necessarily be limited to, the following: 

 

   (i) A statement that the merging credit union(s) does or does not have a net worth percentage higher than 

the continuing credit union; 

 

   (ii) A statement as to whether the members of the merging credit union(s) will receive a share adjustment 

or other distribution of reserves or undivided earnings, including a summary of reasons for the decision; and 

 

   (iii) A detailed description of all merger-related financial arrangements that includes the recipient’s name, 

title and the amount or value of the merger-related financial arrangement. 

 

  (8) Statement of the reasons for the proposed merger; 

 

  (9) The name of the continuing credit union and its proposed principal place of business; 

 

  (10) Listing of branches of each credit union by street address that identifies whether each location is to be 

closed or retained, and a justification for each expected closure, to include an explanation of how members are 

to be served in the area of the closed branch; 

 

  (11) Current financial statements for each credit union and a consolidated financial statement for the 

continuing credit union; and 

 

  (12) A paper Ballot for Merger Proposal. 

 

 (b) The Commissioner of Banking shall review the Merger Proposal and may request correction, clarification, 

and/or additional information from each credit union prior to presenting the Merger Proposal to the Board of 

Financial Institutions for consideration. 

 

 (c) Upon the review by the Commissioner of Banking of a completed Merger Proposal, the Board of Financial 

Institutions will consider and act on the proposed merger. 

 

 (d) Within 120 calendar days following the Board of Financial Institutions’ approval, a majority of the 

members of the merging credit union(s) must vote to approve the proposed merger. Members must be members 

as of the Record Date to vote. The Notice of Meeting, as submitted in the Merger Proposal, must be sent to all 

members of each credit union who are eligible to vote on the transaction, postmarked at least 45 calendar days 

before the date of the meeting. 

 

 (e) The Board of Directors of the merging credit union(s) must certify the results of the membership vote to 

the Commissioner of Banking within 10 calendar days after the vote is taken. The certification 

must include the total number of members of record of the credit union, the number who voted on the merger, 

the number who voted in favor and the number who voted against. 

 

 (f) The Board of Directors of the continuing credit union must certify the completion of the merger to the 

Commissioner of Banking within 30 calendar days after the effective date of the merger and provide the Articles 

of Merger filed with the South Carolina Secretary of State. 
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Fiscal Impact Statement: 

 

There will be no cost incurred by the State or any of its political subdivisions. 

 

Statement of Rationale: 

 

Regulation 15-47 establishes voluminous and complicated procedures for a credit union to obtain BOFI’s 

approval to merge with another credit union. BOFI proposes to amend this Regulation to simplify and clarify 

merger procedures for state-chartered credit unions, and also to provide parity with federal credit unions 

regarding the merger process. 

 


